
GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL – E-ZINE WE 24TH MAY 2024 

May Holiday Revision Sessions 
 
Year 11 and 13 have been given letters regarding 
revision sessions in the half term holiday.  
 
Year 11 Maths and Year 13 DT sessions will be held 
following requests from students.  
 

  
 
This week brings to an end a very busy half-term. Exams for all year groups have been a key  
Feature with Year 10 and 12 mocks, Year 11 and 13 external exams and EBACC assessments for  
Years 7-9; these assessments provide all students with a clear indication of exactly where they are  
at at this point in time. As we know, the exam results for our Year 11 and 13 students, which will be 
 received in August, play a key role in future success; a good set of exam results opens the door to  
so many opportunities. External exams and EBACC assessments continue after half-term and we  
ask parents and carers to ensure that students involved are using the half-term break wisely to  
prepare. Please do remember that exams can exacerbate feelings of stress;  please see  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coping-with-exam-pressure-a-guide-for-students/coping-with-exam-
pressure-a-guide-for-students and https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with-life/exam-stress/ for 
support and guidance, and do not hesitate to contact us at school if needed. 
 
Last Friday saw a huge number of activities taking place around the school for ‘Fabulous Friday’; there were ‘human 
hungry hippos’, team building activities, mindfulness activities, orienteering and rounders’ matches amongst a multitude 
of different things. It has been lovely to see the pizza parties, and food voucher winners on the last two Fridays too; 
further details about this week’s winners are later in this eZine. Please remember that the only levels of attendance 
which are considered ‘excellent’ are 99% and 100%; anything below this starts to have a real impact on academic 
success. ‘Fabulous Fridays’ are all about recognising our many students who are attending all the time, ensuring that 
they have the best possible opportunities to succeed; please do ensure that your daughter or son attends school every 
day. 
 
Please remember that Free School Meals’ supermarket vouchers for the half-term break are being emailed out on Friday 
24th May; any questions regarding these should be sent to info@gospeloakschool.co.uk. And students in Year 10 who 
wish to participate in our ‘Prefectship Campaign’ as we seek students to become Head Boy, Head Girl, Deputy Head Girl, 
Deputy Head Boy, Senior Prefects and Prefects need to ensure that they have handed in their application form to the 
Year 10 Office by Friday 7th June. This is a fantastic opportunity to demonstrate and develop wider leadership skills for 
our Year 10s. 
 
If uniform needs replacing, please ensure that this is dealt with over half-term. We wish you a restful half-term if you are 
able to take a break, and we look forward to seeing your daughter or son back in school on Monday 3rd June at 8.25am.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 
Thursday 6th June – Yr 9 Southpaw Boxing Club Visit 
 
Tuesday 11th June – Attendance Coffee Morning, Year  
                                    7 and 8 Parents 
 
Thursday 13th June – Yr 9 Southpaw Boxing Club Visit 
 
Friday 14th June - Attendance Coffee Morning, Year  
                                7 and 8 Parents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assembly Themes 
 

Assembly focus this week was World Day for Cultural 
Diversity 
 
w/c 03/06 – Pride Month 
 
w/c 10/06 – Race Unity Day 
 
Please take the time to talk to your child about what 
they have learnt in Assembly. 
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To:  Yr 10 Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
20th May 2024 
 

 Our Ref: CL.KH.2980 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Work Experience – 17th to 21st June 2024 

We are extremely pleased with the large number of students who have found placements for work experience for 
June 2024. We are very proud of the students who have found work placements themselves as well as those who 
have worked with the school to find them.  
 
Unfortunately, there are some students who have not been able to gain a placement. However, we are delighted to 
let you know that we have been working hard on a bespoke programme that will take place in school. This includes 
a variety of sessions with several external companies coming to deliver workshops on developing students’ 
knowledge of the working world. If your son/daughter is not on work experience it is vital they attend school during 
this week, as the activities will be invaluable. 
 
The week of work experience is fast approaching and the final arrangements are being made by an external company 
called SIPS who are an education support service for Sandwell, the Black Country and the West Midlands. They will 
ensure that the risk assessments, DBS checks and health and safety checks for all the work experience placements 
have been carried out. It is important these risk assessments and checks have been made to ensure your 
son/daughter are safe when out on placement. We would like to take this opportunity to inform you that if the risk 
assessments and checks are not completed in time, then unfortunately students will not be able to go out on work 
experience. Of course, we will do our upmost to ensure that this is not the case and will keep you informed if we 
encounter any issues. However, I am sure you would agree that it is important we don’t let students go on work 
experience if the risk assessments and checks are not complete.  
 
Please contact me at school if you have any questions about the week of work experience. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Mrs C Law 
Assistant Principal 
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To:  Yr 12 Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
20th May 2024 
 

 Our Ref: CL.KH.2980 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Work Experience – 17th to 21st June 2024 

We are extremely pleased with the large number of students who have found placements for work experience for 
June 2024. We are very proud of the students who have found work placements themselves as well as those who 
have worked with the school to find them.  
 
Unfortunately, there are some students who have not been able to gain a placement. However, we are delighted to 
let you know that we have been working hard on a bespoke programme that will take place in school. This includes 
a variety of sessions with several external companies coming to deliver workshops on developing students’ 
knowledge of the working world. If your son/daughter is not on work experience it is vital they attend school during 
this week, as the activities will be invaluable. 
 
The week of work experience is fast approaching and the final arrangements are being made by an external company 
called SIPS who are an education support service for Sandwell, the Black Country and the West Midlands. They will 
ensure that the risk assessments, DBS checks and health and safety checks for all the work experience placements 
have been carried out. It is important these risk assessments and checks have been made to ensure your 
son/daughter are safe when out on placement. We would like to take this opportunity to inform you that if the risk 
assessments and checks are not completed in time, then unfortunately students will not be able to go out on work 
experience. Of course, we will do our upmost to ensure that this is not the case and will keep you informed if we 
encounter any issues. However, I am sure you would agree that it is important we don’t let students go on work 
experience if the risk assessments and checks are not complete.  
 
Please contact me at school if you have any questions about the week of work experience. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Mrs C Law 
Assistant Principal 
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To: Yr 7 & 8 Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
22nd May 2024 
 

 Our Ref: SP.KH.2985 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Sparx Reader 
 
We’re excited to let you know that we’ve partnered with Sparx to start using their new reading platform, Sparx Reader. 
From 3rd June your son/daughter will be using Sparx Reader to complete weekly homework as part of their English 
lessons. 
  
Sparx Reader helps every student to achieve regular independent reading, which is incredibly important for building 
vital literacy skills. 
 
Students can choose from a range of ebooks at their appropriate level and as they read, they’ll answer questions to 
check they’re reading carefully. Careful readers earn points meaning they can track their progress and climb the league 
table! 
 
Motivated readers who demonstrate consistent, careful reading can unlock Gold Reader. This means they can read any 
paper book from the library or from home by scanning in its barcode.  
 
How do they log in? 

• Students log in at sparxreader.com. They will need to find their school and log in using their Sparx Maths details. 
All students will log in during one of their English lessons before any homework is set. 

 
What devices are supported? 

• Your son/daughter can access Sparx Reader on any device that connects to the internet with a web browser.  
 
How can I support my son/daughter with their reading? 

• Sparx Reader adapts to each student’s reading level, so it’s important that you don’t help by answering 
questions for them. If you help them, Sparx Reader might think they’re a very strong reader and show them 
books that are too difficult.  

• You can however help to provide a quiet space for your son/daughter to focus on their reading homework each 
week. 

• The best way to support your son/daughter is to ask them about the book they’re reading; what aspects they’re 
enjoying, or what characters and events they’ve recently read about. 
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How can I monitor the reading my son/daughter is doing? 

• You are able to keep track of the reading your son/daughter is doing by clicking through the link to the Parent 
Portal in your Sparx Maths weekly homework email.  

• On the Parent Portal, you can choose to view homework progress for any Sparx learning system your 
son/daughter is using. For Sparx Reader, you can see progress with the current and previous homework and 
browse books that your son/daughter has been reading as part of their current homework. 

 
What support is available at Gospel Oak School: 
 

• Students may access the library at lunchtime or afterschool for support. 

• Students are able to speak directly to their English teacher if they have any questions. 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact Mrs Pabla via the contact form on the website. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Mrs S Pabla 
Assistant Principal 

 

 
Mrs J Edwards 
DLS English 
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To:  
 
 
 
 
 21st May 2024 
 

 Our Ref: HN.KH.2984 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Re: Attendance Coffee Morning 

As a school we place great importance on communicating with parents and carers to ensure that students are having 
a positive experience at school and to offer support and guidance in overcoming any barriers that they experience. 
With this in mind, we are introducing a series of coffee mornings to give parents and carers the opportunity to come 
in and meet some key staff and discuss matters that might affect student engagement in school.   
 
This letter contains information regarding the first two coffee mornings which will be held on Tuesday 11th June and 
Friday 14th June at 9am.  
 
The focus of this event is to meet parents of students in years 7 and 8 and to offer support in improving the 
attendance of your son/daughter. This is a great opportunity for the school to support parents with any barriers that 
students may be facing. Having an attendance of 95% or more means that your son/daughter will have the 
opportunity to: 
 

• Make friends and feel included 

• Learn new things and develop skills 

• Increase confidence and self- esteem  

• Improve social skills 

• Have better career prospects 

• Achieve their full potential and fulfil their aspirations  
 
Please join us on either of these days, meeting at main reception at 9am.  
 
If you would like to attend, please let us know here  by Wednesday 5th June. 
  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Hayley Nutting 
Vice Principal 
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