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Since January, we have been implementing a 'Strong Start' at the beginning of each lesson.   
Our 9-step protocol involved students being greeted on the class door and also completing four 
retrieval questions to create deliberate practice of them retrieving information from their long  
term memory.  This week, we welcomed  two external consultants into school wo have been  
supporting us with the implementation and quality assurance of our ‘Strong Starts’ to lessons;  
they visited a number of lessons and also met with groups of students. It was really lovely to hear  
our students being described as “really considered and a credit to the school” as they were given an  
opportunity to give their feedback on this key aspect of all of our lessons. 
 
As we move ever closer to end of year external exams, a number of our Year 11 students have  
been involved in the practical component of their Hospitality qualification; as always, the skills of our  
young chefs continue to impress all. It is, too, a good time to remind parents and carers of children who are studying 
GCSE Fine Art and/or GCSE Photography of the importance of encouraging their child to continue with their 
coursework for these subjects. And students in Year 11 who will be taking GCSEs in Home Languages have been 
working with Mrs Brown on the necessary preparations; the hard work and commitment of so many of our students 
in so many different subjects is always so heartening to see. Please remember that we are hosting a 'Preparation for 
Success' evening on Wednesday 20th March to support students, parents and carers with last-minute revision 
guidance in Maths, English and Science Year 11 Preparation for Success Evening - 20th March 2024, and information 
on our Easter holiday revision programme has been made available to our students; Year 11 and 13 Easter Holiday 
Revision Programme 
 
Year 9s are at an extremely crucial time in their decision-making for Years 10 and 11; choices should have been 
submitted by the end of the day today (Friday 15th March); we will be chasing any outstanding choices next week. 
 
We continue to work on processes in-school to improve student understanding of routines and processes; in any - and 
such a large school such as ours - the importance of consistency is key. We will be providing more information over 
the coming weeks for parents and carers about these measures so you are able to support with reinforcing key 
messages at home. You will recall from last week's eZine that we are looking at ways to continue to explore our 
communication; one area we hope you will notice is that we will be linking letters which have been sent out to this 
eZine too to enable easier reference. As mentioned last week, do please contact Miss Middlehurst - 
cmiddlehurst@gospeloakschool.co.uk - if you have ideas for how we can develop this process to support your needs.  
 
You will know that we have been working extremely hard on upholding our uniform standards as a small number of 
students were choosing not to follow these; as always, we are extremely grateful for the efforts of so many of our 
parents and carers in ensuring that uniform is worn in line with our policy. There remain a minority of students who 
are choosing not to wear school shoes; we will continue to work with students, parents and carers to put the 
necessary support in place where needed to ensure that school shoes are being worn. 
 
Many of our school community are observing Ramadan at this time; this is a significant and special time for members 
of our Muslim community. Please do visit What is Ramadan and when does Ramadan happen? - BBC Bitesize for 
further information. This particular link makes reference to last year's dates for Ramadan; we understand that Eid Ul 
Fitr is expected to fall on Tuesday 9th or Wednesday 10th April and one day of authorised absence is granted for 
religious observance. If your child is eligible for Free School Meals, and you would like a packed lunch for them to take 
home, please contact school, either as parents and carers or via your child, so that we can put this provision in place.  
 
Do have a lovely weekend; we are grateful for your continued support. 
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Upcoming Dates    
 
Monday 18th March – Year 11 Carding Mill Valley  
                                        Geography Fieldtrip  
 
Wednesday 20th March - Year 11 Core Subjects’ ‘Final  
                                             Preparations for Success’  
                                             Evening, 3:30pm-4:30pm 
 
Thursday 21st March - Year 11 Carding Mill Valley  
                                        Geography Fieldtrip  
 
Monday 8th April – Teacher Training Day 
 
Wednesday 10th April – Year 12 Parents Evening 
 
Friday 12th – Sunday 14th – CCF Camp, Cannock Chase 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 
 
                          
                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Assembly Themes 
 

Assembly focus this week was Science Week 
 
w/c 18/03 – Easter Rewards 
 
w/c 08/04 – Welcome Back 
 
Please take the time to talk to your child about what 
they have learnt in Assembly. 

Cycling to School 
 
We have received a report from a member of the 
public about some students riding their bikes 
dangerously at the end of the school day; where 
school staff see this when on duty, this is addressed 
directly with students. Please do talk to your child if 
they cycle to school about the importance of being 
safe when cycling; you may wish to refer to the 
following information from The Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA): 
 
Cycling advice - RoSPA 
Active Travel Advice for the General Public | RoSPA - 
RoSPA          
 

 

World Book Day 
 
Wednesday 7th March was World Book Day and 
students participated in a range of competitions and 
activities including identifying staff dressed up as 
book characters. Book tokens have been given to Year 
7 & 8 to spend in the local shops and more are 
available at reception for anyone that missed out. 
 
Well done to all our competition winners who 
received a chocolate prize this week: 
 
  Year 7 - Olly K 7A         Year 10 – Claribel N 10C 

•       Year 8 – Lexi N 8D        Year 11 – 11H 
•       Year 9 – 9G                                     

                                
 

https://www.rospa.com/policy/road-safety/advice/cyclists-and-motorcyclists/cycling-advice
https://www.rospa.com/policy/road-safety/active-travel-hub/general-public/general-information-on-walking-and-cycling
https://www.rospa.com/policy/road-safety/active-travel-hub/general-public/general-information-on-walking-and-cycling
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: All Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
 
15th March 2024 
 

 Our Ref: SBr.KH.2948 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent /Carer, 

Re: Parent / Carer Forum 

Following my introduction letter of last week, I am writing to let you know of a Parent/Carer Forum that I will be 
introducing after the Easter holidays. I am committed to re-building trust amongst Parents/Carers and so to begin, 
I feel it is important that parents/carers share ideas. The Forum is designed to build on the home-school 
partnership that already exists and introduce a two-way level of help, trust and support.   
 
I propose that the Forum meet once a term to review and evaluate practices at Gospel Oak School and we would 
like to have the first meeting during the week beginning Monday 29th April. The topic(s) of discussion for meetings 
will be decided by consulting with parents/carers and teaching staff close to the date of the meeting. The minutes 
of the meetings will appear on the school’s website. 
 
The Parent/Carer Forum will consist of three Parents/Carers from each year group. If you are interested in being a 
member of the Forum, please complete the form here by Friday 12th April.  Alternatively, you can email us on 
info@gospeloakschool.co.uk stating your name, your son’s/daughter’s name and their year group. 
 
If there are more than 3 parents/carers from each year group, then the ‘names will be drawn out of a hat’.  
 
I look forward to hosting the first meeting in late April. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Mr S Brownlow 
Principal 

http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkj8yHbB57WFLty16Hjz2fURUNVdCNk5PQVRTMThaVzZXNzBYR0k0RkhZNy4u
mailto:info@gospeloakschool.co.uk


If parents and carers have any questions about the Evoucher required to sign up, please contact 
our Finance Team. 
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Please encourage your child to bring a 
refillable water bottle to school. If your 
child is eligible for Free School Meals, 
having water saves on their allowance 
and means more money can be spent 
on food. 
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Disruption to Tram Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free School Meals – Supermarket Vouchers 
 
One supermarket voucher to the value of £15 per 
child who is eligible for Free School Meals is being 
provided by Sandwell Council for the Easter holidays; 
we will aim to get vouchers emailed out to you by the 
end of the day on Thursday 21st March. If you have 
not received your voucher/s by this time, please 
contact school on Friday 22nd March so we can 
support. 
 

Emotional Health & Wellbeing Directory 
 
Please see links below for further information: 
 
Emotional Health & Wellbeing Directory 
 
i-Thrive Model Master for Sandwell 
 

 

https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/parent-letters/EA9C1A0E1826B80ACBEBB8CDF574AA81.pdf
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/parent-letters/0C15F3CA1A8A822D744609A6F990368B.pptx
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