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upcoming daTES

assembly themes
Assembly focus this week was Mini

Whiteboards and YTL highlights

01/06 - Social Media and Scams

08/06 - Mens Health Week

Please take the time to talk to your
daughter and/or son about what they

have learnt in Assembly.

COMMUNITYSixth Form LETTERS   Year 11

Tuesday 9  June - Year 13 Leavers Assemblyth

Monday 15  June - Year 11 Leavers Assemblyth

Monday 22  June - Year 8 HPV Vaccine
Catch-up Session

nd

Wednesday 24  June - Send Transition Dayth

Wednesday 24  June - RSA8 Away Day -
Newman University

th

Thursday 25  June - Send Transition Dayth

Thursday 25  June - Year 10 Parents Eveningth

Friday 26  June - Trust Sports Day - Year 7 to
Year 11, Abbey Stadium

th



message from miss LANE,
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Thank you for another wonderful week here at Gospel Oak as we reached the final week
before the Easter break. Our students continued to work incredibly hard throughout the term
and thoroughly deserved the opportunity to rest and recharge over the holidays.

We also wanted to recognise how fantastic our Year 11 students have been during this exam
season. They have shown great maturity, resilience and determination, and all of their hard
work and dedication has truly been paying off. We are incredibly proud of the positive attitude
they have shown towards their studies.

On Friday, we were delighted to celebrate students who achieved 100% attendance this week
with a special rewards event. Students enjoyed an ice cream van and bingo as a reward for
their excellent commitment to attendance. It was wonderful to celebrate their efforts together
and recognise the importance of being in school every day.

We were also excited to share an opportunity for students to showcase their talents at Black
Country You’ve Got Talent 2026. Whether students can sing, dance or act, this could be their
chance to shine and demonstrate their talents to a wider audience.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We hope everyone has a restful break and
we look forward to seeing all students return on 1st June.



YEAR TEAM UPDATES

year 7

Mr Wilson and the Year 7 Team 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are pleased to share some positive updates from Year 7 this week.
 
Firstly, we have seen an improvement in attendance across the year group. Thank you for
your continued support in ensuring students arrive at school every day, on time, and ready to
learn. Every day in school truly does matter. 
 
There has also been a noticeable improvement in homework completion, with more students
submitting work on time and showing pride in their learning. This consistency is helping
students build strong routines and positive habits. 
 
We are also very pleased to report a decrease in detentions this week, alongside a slight
improvement in behaviour across the year group. Students are responding well to
expectations, and we encourage them to continue making positive choices both in lessons and
around school. 
 
Trips Reminder 
Please note that the payment line for upcoming trips is now closed. All consent forms must
also be returned as soon as possible. Unfortunately, students without completed consent
forms will not be able to attend the trips. 
 
Finally… happy last week before the break! Only 4 more sleeps to go! However, please
remember that everyday counts, and we want all students to finish the week strongly. We will
also be holding a reward on Friday to celebrate students who continue to meet expectations
and show excellent effort. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 



year 8

Mr Minton and the Year 8 Team 

As we come to the end of another busy half term, we would like to take the opportunity to
speak about the importance of attendance. Currently, attendance across Year 8 is lower than it
should be, and we need all students aiming for at least 95% attendance every single day.
Unfortunately, this is not currently being achieved, with many absences linked to minor
illnesses.
 
We cannot stress enough how important good attendance is. Coming to school every day helps
students build resilience, routine, and responsibility — all essential skills for life after school and
future success. Every lesson matters, and missing school can quickly lead to gaps in learning
and confidence.
 
Homework Focus After Half Term
After half term, there will be a major push on homework expectations. All Year 8 students are
expected to complete three pieces of homework each week — no excuses. Students are
entering a very important stage of their school journey and will soon begin preparing for their
Year 9 options and the transition towards their GCSE years. Developing strong study habits
now will set them up for success in the future.
 
100% Attendance Reward Celebration
On Friday, we celebrated all students who achieved 100% attendance this half term. Students
enjoyed ice cream, bingo, and time away from lessons as a reward for their fantastic
commitment. We are incredibly proud of every Year 8 student who achieved this milestone —
well done!
 
Finally, we would like to wish all students and families a wonderful half term break. The
weather looks lovely, so we hope everyone gets some well-earned rest and returns refreshed
and ready for the final term of Year 8.
 
Let’s finish the year strong by being on top of our attendance, behaviour, and effort in school.
 
Year 8 — YOU CAN DO THIS!



year 9

Mr Johnson and the Year 9 Team 

As we reach the end of another half-term, we would like to thank you for your continued
support and wish all of our Year 9 students and families a restful and well-deserved break.
 
There will be no homework set over half-term, allowing students the opportunity to recharge,
relax and return refreshed for another positive half-term ahead.
 
There have been some very encouraging improvements across the year group recently. One
major success has been our minutes late to lesson, which have dropped drastically over the past
few weeks. Year 9 are now the second best year group in the school for punctuality to lessons —
a fantastic achievement. However, we know there is still room for improvement, and our next
target is to reduce this figure to below 100 minutes late across the whole year group for the
week. We know Year 9 can achieve this with continued focus and determination.
 
We have also seen a significant improvement in behaviour across the year group. Behaviour
points have reduced considerably, and Year 9 currently have the biggest decrease in behaviour
points across the entire school. This is excellent progress and reflects the positive choices
students are making every day through improved attitudes and conduct around school.
 
This week, Mr Johnson led assembly and updated students on the progress Year 9 have made in
relation to attendance, behaviour and attitude to learning. It was important to celebrate the
improvements made and recognise how far the year group has come this half-term.
 
However, attendance has unfortunately dipped this week, and this is something we must
address together. Year 9 usually maintain weekly attendance figures of around 92–93%, but this
week attendance dropped to 90%. While we understand that illness does occur, it is important
that we bounce back strongly after half-term and continue striving for excellent attendance.
Every lesson matters and being in school every day has a direct impact on achievement and
success.
 
Thank you again for your ongoing support throughout this half-term. We are proud of the
progress Year 9 are making and look forward to seeing students return refreshed and ready to
continue building on these successes.
 
Have a safe and enjoyable half-term break.
 



year 10

Miss Dunn and the Year 10 Team 

Dear Parents and Carers,
 
As we reach the end of another half-term, we would like to thank you for your continued support
and wish all of our Year 10 students and families a restful and well-deserved break.
 
There will be no homework set over half-term, giving students the opportunity to recharge and
return refreshed for the busy weeks ahead.
 
This half-term, we have seen many positive improvements across Year 10, particularly in
behaviour and attitudes to learning. Staff have commented positively on the maturity and focus
many students are showing as they continue their GCSE courses, and behaviour incidents have
reduced across the year group.
 
However, lateness to lessons has recently become an issue for some students, and a number of
students have now been placed on punctuality report to help improve this. Arriving to lessons on
time is essential to ensure students are fully prepared and ready to learn from the start of every
lesson.
 
This week, assemblies celebrated the progress Year 10 have made so far, while also reminding
students of the importance of maintaining high standards as they move closer towards mock
examinations and future GCSE assessments.
 
Attendance has unfortunately seen a decline in recent weeks, and this is an area we must
continue to work on together. Good attendance is essential in Year 10, as every lesson plays an
important role in preparing students for their examinations. We appreciate your continued
support in ensuring students attend school every day wherever possible and arrive ready to learn.
 
Thank you again for your ongoing support throughout this half-term. We are proud of the
progress Year 10 are making and look forward to welcoming students back refreshed and ready
for another successful half-term.
 
Have a safe and enjoyable half-term break.



year 11

Miss Smith and the Year 11 Team 

Firstly, a huge well done to all of Year 11 for the effort, maturity and resilience you have shown
over the exam period so far. You are now halfway through your exams, and we are incredibly
proud of the way many of you have approached this challenging period.

The key message now is simple: DO NOT LOSE MOMENTUM.

There are still so many marks left to gain over the next few weeks, and the students who
continue working hard through half term will give themselves the best possible chance of
success in August. Keep attending revision sessions, keep revising daily, and keep pushing right
until the very end.

HALF TERM REVISION
Half term is an opportunity to rest and recharge slightly, but it is NOT the time to switch off
completely. A little bit of revision each day will make a huge difference going into the final run of
exams.

LEAVERS’ ASSEMBLY – 15TH JUNE
Our Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly will take place on Monday 15th June.

Students should bring:
 • Their leavers’ shirts
 • Pens for signing shirts

Please note this will take place after morning exams on that day.

PROM – 2ND JULY
A reminder that Year 11 Prom will take place on Thursday 2nd July.
PROM TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED BY 1ST JUNE ON ARBOR PAY.
If tickets are not purchased by this date, students will not be able to attend, so please ensure
this is completed before the deadline.

FINAL PUSH
You are so close now. Every revision session attended, every practice question completed and
every exam approached with effort matters.

Keep going.
Keep turning up.
Keep working hard.
Finish strong.



Your sincerely, 
 
Mr Bala 
Director of Post 16

SIXTH FORM

Upcoming events 

21st May – Year 12 Parents’ Evening

6th July – 10th July – Work experience 

This Thursday we are looking forward to speaking to as many parents as possible for our Year
12 Parents evening 4.00-6.30pm. 
 
We are still taking sixth form applications from Year 11 and interviews for sixth form will
continue in this week. 
 
Year 12 attendance – 90.5 % 
Year 13 attendance – 88.9 %



centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
@CRSTrust
0121 270 3117

 

Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

Mr A Hickinbottom
Assistant Principal-Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: All Parents/Carers 

22  May 2026 nd Our Ref: AHi.KH.3593

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: School Uniform Guidance 

I am writing to reassure parents and carers that Gospel Oak School already meets the updated government
guidance regarding school uniform expectations and the number of branded items families are required to
purchase. 

The Department for Education has confirmed that, from September 2026, schools should not require parents and
carers to purchase more than three branded uniform items. Secondary schools may request four branded items if
one of these is a tie. 

At Gospel Oak School, we already meet this guidance. The only branded or school-specific items that parents and
carers are asked to purchase are: 

• School tie 
• School blazer 
• School polo PE top 

All other uniform items can be purchased from supermarkets, high-street shops or other suitable retailers,
provided they meet the school’s uniform expectations. 

We have taken this approach to ensure that our uniform remains smart, consistent and affordable for families. We
recognise the financial pressures many households face and will continue to keep uniform costs under review. 

We also encourage families to contact the school if they require support with uniform, so we can work together to
remove any barriers to attendance and participation in school life. 

Thank you for your continued support in maintaining high standards of uniform at Gospel Oak School. 

Yours sincerely, 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/


COMMUNITY
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