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upcoming daTES

assembly themes
Assembly focus this week was PAL

Assembly (Provider Access Legislation)

08/12 - Islamophobia

15/12 - Christmas Celebration Rewards

Please take the time to talk to your
daughter and/or son about what they

have learnt in Assembly.

COMMUNITYSixth Form LETTERS   Year 11

Thursday 11  December - Year 11 Parents’ Eveningth

Tuesday 16  December - Christmas Showth

Thursday 18  December - Post 16 Birmingham
Reward Trip

th

Thursday 18  December - Year 7 and 8 Winter
Funland Trip

th



message from miss
middlehurst, Senior Vice

Principal

Students continue to be working very hard inside and outside of school; the work that has been
undertaken to improve our homework systems is undoubtedly having a positive impact on the
amount of work that students are completing and this will support students with improved
examination results. Whilst I refer regularly to Year 11 and Year 13 exams at the end of the year, it
would be remiss of me not to also make sure I highlight examinations for other year groups too.
Years 7, 8 and 9 will have assessments from 27th April onwards, with Year 10 and 12 having their
mock examinations from 16th March; these may feel like they are a long way away, but student
preparation in advance is key to success. Teaching staff will provide much more information
nearer to the time, but please do keep these dates in mind and ensure that you are talking to
your daughter and/or son about these, and keep making sure that they are completing
homework. Year 11 and Year 13 students who have external BTEC examinations in January have
received their timetables for these this week; as always, if you have any queries about these please
get in touch via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us; a reminder, too that it is our Year 11 Parents’ and
Carers’ Evening on Thursday 11th December.
 
Students have been reminded this week in line-ups about some of the routines for paying for
meals at school. The messages that have been shared with students are:
 

1.  If you have Free School Meals, your £2.60 is available for you to use at  lunchtime; you cannot   
       use your Free School Meals’ allocation at breaktime so you must make sure that your parents  
       or carers have put money on your School Gateway account.
2.  If you are eligible for Free School Meals, make sure you have your lunch from either the Bistro  

       or the Restaurant; your parents and carers do not need to be spending money on packed 
       lunches for you when you are entitled to have your lunch in school.
3.  For all students, whether you have Free School Meals or not: It is really important that you  

       make sure that you have enough money on your School Gateway account to pay for what you 
       want. If you are not sure, please ask at the tills; debts must be paid for and we are contacting 
       parents and carers to make sure that these are paid. Please remind your parents and carers 
       to check that they have put money on your School Gateway.
4.  Christmas Dinner is on Wednesday 17th December and will cost  £2.60 or your Free School 

       Meal allocation; the menu is on the plasma screens for you to check. 
 
Please make sure there are sufficient funds on School Gateway – Arbor Pay from 11th December
in line with Mr. Lyall’s previous communications to you – for all purchases. A reminder that the
information about Arbor Pay can also be found on the school website - Gospel Oak School - Arbor
Pay – and please do take the time to read this information.
 
I hope you have a lovely weekend.

https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/page/?title=Arbor+Pay&pid=117


YEAR TEAM UPDATES

year 7

Mr Wilson and the Year 7 Team 

Attendance this week again has taken a dip, this is something we must prioritise over the final 2
weeks and support from home is crucial for this!  

Morning meeting this week focused around attendance and how students with 95%+ attendance
have the strongest chance of getting a Grade 4+ at GCSE, students with 90–95% attendance their
chances drop by up to 30% and then below 90% attendance students are very unlikely to secure a
Grade 4 in both Maths and English.  

Being in KS3 it is about setting standards and building good habits that will create a solid
foundation on which to build as you progress through the next 4 years.  

Following from this, unfortunately, we are still noticing a few more students arriving late to school
and lessons. Remember — school starts at 8:25am and you should be in line-up ready to go. 

Being on time helps you start your day with confidence and focus — plus, it’s a great life skill for the
future. To be early is to be on time, to be on time is to be late and to be late is unacceptable. 

Well done to those Student Leaders who on Tuesday this week attended a “student leadership
conference” with Miss Malkin – we cannot wait to see what changes are made in a positive way
thanks to the hard work of this amazing team of students!   Also, shout outs this week go to our
footballers who took part in the Sandwell Year 7 & 8 football tournament at GOS on Tuesday, the
team performed well winning one game, drawing two and losing only one. 



year 8

Mr Bowser and the Year 8 Team 

📉 Attendance 
Uh-oh, Year 8… our attendance has dropped again! Remember, being in school every day really
matters. Yes, we’re in the winter season and the coughs and colds are making an appearance,
but let’s show that amazing Year 8 resilience we’re known for! 
And don’t forget: Better attendance = Better grades = A brighter future! 

🎁 Shoebox Appeal 
A huge thank you to everyone who has donated so far—you’re all stars! ⭐ 
Let’s keep the shoebox donations rolling in so we can give back to our community and make
someone’s winter a little brighter. 

📚 Homework 
Homework detentions are still a bit too high at the moment! Make sure you’re keeping on top of
your tasks. If you’re stuck, confused, or just not sure where to start, come and find the Year
Team—we’re here to help you succeed! 

✨ Let’s Finish Strong! 
Only a few weeks left of this term—let’s bring the energy, work hard, and end the year on a
high! 



year 9

Mr Johnson and the Year 9 Team 

📉 Attendance Matters – Every Day Counts! 
Mr Johnson also led a powerful morning meeting on the importance of attendance,
especially as Year 9 begin preparing for KS4 and GCSE Options. 

We’ve noticed a small drop in attendance over the last two weeks, and it’s vital this improves.
Here are the key stats we shared with students: 

✅ 95%+ attendance = Strongest chance of a Grade 4+ at GCSE! 
⚠️ 90–95% attendance = Up to a 30% drop in achieving a Grade 4+ 
❌ Below 90% attendance = Very unlikely to secure a Grade 4 in Maths & English* 

Core subjects are the gateway qualifications that every employer, college, and
apprenticeship looks for. At GOS, we’re all about opening doors for our students’ futures —
and to do this, we must be in school! 🚪✨ 

📝 Homework Reminders & 1-Hour Detentions 
A reminder that 1-hour detentions for missed homework deadlines have now begun.
Homework is set weekly on the following days: 
📘 Maths – Tuesday 
📕 English – Thursday 
📗 Science – Friday 

Please help your child stay organised and on top of their homework each week. If there are
any issues, just let the Year 9 Team know — we’re here to help! 🤝 

If login details have been forgotten, students can speak to their tutor, or parents can contact the
Year 9 Team via the school website. Students must log in through Microsoft using their school
email and password. 💻🔐 

🎁 Shoebox & Food Donation Appeal 
Our Year 9 Shoebox Appeal is still going strong, and we’re now also collecting non-perishable food
items to support families in our community. Your generosity means so much — every item donated
makes a real difference. ❤️🎁 

As always, thank you for your continued encouragement and partnership. Year 9 have shown
fantastic engagement this week — keep it up! 🌟💙 



year 10

Miss Ralph and the Year 10 Team 

Happy Week 5 of Autumn 2 from the Year 10 family!👏 
 
Attendance this week again has not been the best, this is something we must prioritise over the
final 2 weeks and support from home is crucial for this! Morning meeting this week focused
around attendance and how students with 95%+ attendance have the strongest chance of
getting a Grade 4+ at GCSE, students with 90–95% attendance their chances drop by up to 30%
and then below 90% attendance students are very unlikely to secure a Grade 4 in both Maths
and English. Being in KS4 on the GCSE journey is so important and mentioning these statistics
and core subjects are also so important as they are the gateway qualifications — the ones every
employer, every college, and every apprenticeship will look for and at GOS we are all about
supporting students with opening up every door for their futures, so.. We must be in to do this!
📆  

Following from this, unfortunately, we are still noticing a few more students arriving late to school
and lessons. Remember — school starts at 8:25am and you should be in line-up ready to go on
the MUGA. No ifs, no buts, no maybes! Being on time helps you start your day with confidence
and focus — plus, it’s a great life skill for the future and we have a 10/10 expectation so we need to
sort this quickly!⏰⏳ 

Now for the positives... 
 
Super star shout outs this week go to our wonderful Student Leaders who on Tuesday this week
attended a “student leadership conference” with Miss Malkin – we cannot wait to see what
changes are made in a positive way thanks to the hard work of this amazing team of students!  
 
Also, super star shout outs this week go to our FAB footballers who had a home game here at
GOS on Monday, the result may not have gone our way, but your effort and teamwork really does
always shine so we are proud of you for this! 
 
Finally, some stand alone super star shout outs this week go to Natalie M, Georgia H, Alaina M
and Astou K for gaining 5 or 6 RAP cards over the 4 day week last week! This is a great
achievement and you should all be very proud of yourselves because we are!🌟 
 
So, that is all for this week! Week 5 of Autumn 2, Year 10 at GOS done already. Let’s see what our
10/10 attitude towards learning, our 10/10 mindset towards success and achievement and our
10/10 positivity every single day can get us between now and Christmas – Let's go TEAM GREEN!
💚 



year 11

Miss Malkin and the Year 11 Team 

Attendance 
A huge well done to Year 11 — our attendance is currently over 2% above the national average,
and this is already paying off. Students who attend consistently achieve significantly stronger
grades, and staying above 94% each day will make a real difference to your outcomes. Let’s keep
pushing and finish the term strong. 

Parents’ Evening – Next Week 
Parents’ Evening is on Thursday 11th December, and this is a key moment in your Year 11 journey. 
Appointments are live to book now, so please make sure you secure your slot early. 
The Pastoral Team and the SEND Team will both be available throughout the evening for any
support or guidance you need.  This is a brilliant opportunity to review your progress, get
personalised feedback, and make a clear plan for the months ahead. 

Mock Exam Set Changes 
Set changes following the mock exams are now live. These adjustments are designed to make sure
every student is in the right place to achieve their very best. 

Sixth Form Applications 
Sixth Form applications are open, with the deadline on 27th March. 
You can apply online through the school website or collect a paper form from Mr Bala. Start your
application early to explore all the subjects and pathways available. 

Homework Expectations 
Homework is a vital part of GCSE success — it reinforces class learning and builds confidence over
time. 
A reminder that if homework is not completed, a 60-minute detention the following day is
issued. 
Completing homework every week will make a noticeable difference in your understanding, revision,
and final results. 

Shoebox Appeal 
We are still collecting shoeboxes, wrapping paper, and small items to support our annual Shoebox
Appeal. 
This year we are supporting Murray Hall and Black Country Women’s Aid, and your donations help
make a big impact on families in our community. 

Have another brilliant week Year 11! 



Your sincerely, 
 
Mr Bala 
Director of Post 16

SIXTH FORM

Upcoming dates - 

18th December – Trip to Birmingham

Last Thursday, 27th, 63 Year 12 and 13 students had the opportunity to visit University of
Birmingham, this was a great opportunity for students to experience the University. They were able
to tour the campus, have a talk on university life and courses and ask questions to 4 university
students. The year 12 and 13 students thoroughly enjoyed the experience and gained a lot of
knowledge from attending.

Anyone that is interested in applying to the 6th form is welcomed to apply online or to collect a
paper application form. If you require any further information, please contact me or see the sixth
form team.



centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
@CRSTrust
0121 270 3117

 

Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

Mr S Brownlow
Executive Principal 

To: Year 7 to 11 Parents/Carers 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

5th December 2025 Our Ref: SBr.KH.3409

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: End of Term Arrangements 

We are now approaching the end of a very successful autumn term and I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of you for your support of the school. 

I am writing to inform you of the end of term arrangements and those for the start of term in January. 

School will finish at 12.20pm for all year groups on the last day of this term, Friday 19th December. Any students 
who are unable to find their own way home at that time may remain in school where they will be supervised until 
3.00pm. Please let us know by Thursday 11th December using the ‘Contact Form’ at Gospel Oak School - Contact Us 
should you wish your son/daughter to remain in school until 3.00pm. 

May I please remind you of the importance of good attendance right up until the end of term? Although we are 
approaching the end of the year, students will still be completing important work, including in some cases, 
coursework/controlled assessments and therefore it is vital that they maintain their attendance right up until the 
last day. 

The school will re-open on Tuesday 6th January 2025 for all year groups. 

May I also take this opportunity of wishing you and your family a happy Christmas and New Year.

Yours sincerely, 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

Mr S Brownlow
Executive Principal 

 
To: Post 16 Parents/Carers 

5th December 2025 Our Ref: SBr.KH.3408

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: End of Term Arrangements 

We are now approaching the end of a very successful autumn term and I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of you for your support of the school. 

I am writing to inform you of the end of term arrangements and those for the start of term in January. 

School will finish at 12.20pm for all year groups on the last day of this term, Friday 19th December. May I please 
remind you of the importance of good attendance right up until the end of term? Although we are approaching 
the end of the year, students will still be completing important work, including in some cases, 
coursework/controlled assessments and therefore it is vital that they maintain their attendance right up until the 
last day. 

The school will re-open on Tuesday 6th January 2025 for all year groups. 

May I also take this opportunity of wishing you and your family a happy Christmas and New Year. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road
 Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands
 DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
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Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

Miss C Middlehurst 
Senior Vice Principal 

 
To: Yr 11 Parents/Carers 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton
 West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

5th December 2025 Our Ref: CM.KH.3438

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Revision Strategies for Year 11 Students 

You will remember that I wrote to you last month to let you know about the revision strategies that we are 
supporting our Year 11 students with as they move ever closer to their BTEC and GCSE examinations. Over the last 
3 weeks, students have been taught how to create ‘flashcards’ and have been provided with resources and time to 
support this. 

In assembly today, they have been taught about another revision strategy called ‘quizzing’. Again, we will be 
providing students with the relevant resources in school for this and will provide them with time during their tutor 
periods so that they can continue to create their revision materials. 

We have focused on creating flashcards for Maths, English and Science and will continue with a focus on these 
subjects for quizzing. It is vital that students end Year 11 with at least a grade 4 in Maths and at least one of 
English Language or English Literature; students do not want to have to ‘retake’ either of these subjects as part of 
their post-16 learning. As I have outlined previously, hard work is the key to good examination results; this hard 
work needs to take place over a long period of time. 

Please talk with your daughter and/or son about their revision and how they are including flashcards and quizzing 
as part of this. A reminder, too, that it is Year 11 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening on Thursday 11th December; this is 
an excellent opportunity for you to discuss revision with subject teachers and the specific topics that your 
daughter and/or son needs to focus on to ensure that they receive an excellent set of examination results next 
August. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of the work of the school.

Yours faithfully, 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
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Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

 
To: Parents/Carers 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

5th December 2025 Our Ref: RL.KH.3431

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Whole School Marking & Feedback 

I am writing to update you on our whole-school marking and feedback approach, which has been refined this year 
to further support our key priority: ensuring all students achieve good outcomes. As a school, we are committed to 
helping students understand how to improve and our feedback systems are designed to give them the guidance 
they need to do just that. 

Students will continue to receive regular written feedback and a follow-up ‘feedforward’ task to help them close 
gaps in knowledge and skills. Teachers provide live feedback in every lesson and homework is given collective 
feedback, ensuring that all pieces are checked and common strengths or areas for development are shared with 
the class. Alongside this, students receive individual feedback comments from staff in line with our policy: 

• 
• 
• 

KS4 and KS5: Written feedback twice per half term, plus on summative assessments. 
KS3 Core Subjects: Once per half term. 
KS3 Non-Core Subjects: Once per term. 

We have recently introduced a tiered system to our written feedback to ensure that students receive the depth of 
feedback needed to move learning forward: 

• 
• 
• 

Tier 1: Short, immediate feedback to address surface-level errors (in-lesson or at the start of the next). 
Tier 2: 20–30 minute targeted reflection and practice activities. 
Tier 3: In-depth feedback followed by a full-lesson redraft or reattempt. 

This system helps teachers tailor feedback to each student’s needs while supporting long-term learning and 
promoting independence. 

Over the coming weeks, we will be releasing a series of short explanatory videos across our school social media 
channels. These will walk parents and carers through examples of each feedback tier and show how students 
respond to it in class. We hope these videos will make the system clearer and give you a sense of how feedback 
looks in practice. 

To improve communication between school and home, students will now be routinely instructed to bring their 
exercise books home so that you can see their work and the feedback they receive. This will help you stay 
informed about their progress and give you the chance to discuss their learning with them. 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/


centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
@CRSTrust
0121 270 3117

 

Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

Miss R Lane 
Associate Assistant Principal 

It is very important that books are brought back to school for the next lesson. Please help us by reminding your
son/daughter to return their books promptly, as they are essential for their day-to-day learning. 

If you have any questions about the marking policy or how feedback works in your son’s/daughter’s lessons, 
please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely, 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk


COMMUNITY






