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upcoming daTES

assembly themes
Assembly focus this week was

Homophobia and Discrimination

01/12 - PAL Assembly (Provider Access
Legislation)

08/12 - Islamophobia

Please take the time to talk to your
daughter and/or son about what they

have learnt in Assembly.

COMMUNITYSixth Form LETTERS   Year 11

Friday 5  December - Flu Vaccinesth

Thursday 11  December - Year 11 Parents’
Evening

th

Tuesday 16  December - Christmas Showth

Thursday 18  December - Post 16
Birmingham Reward Trip

th



message from miss
middlehurst, Senior Vice

Principal

Our newsletter is a little earlier this week with the school closed to students tomorrow. We are
looking forward to welcoming our Year 13 parents and carers into school this evening in order
for them to meet with teachers to discuss next steps as they move ever closer to their exams in
the summer. Year 11 students have continued to work hard on their flashcards as they also
prepare for exams next May and June. It is also that time of year when a number of Pearson Set
Assignments are being completed in a number of our BTEC subjects; all in all, a very busy few
weeks for all of our students!
 
Supermarket vouchers will be being issued later this term for students who are eligible for Free
School Meals will be issued later this term; if you have any questions about this at this stage,
please do not hesitate to contact us via the usual means: Gospel Oak School - Contact Us. You
will see later in the newsletter about our Christmas dinner in school, and this is available to all
students and the cost of this is also covered through Free School Meals. Please do remember
that the value of the Free School Meals’ allowance in school is £2.60, and this is available to be
used at lunchtime only. If your daughter and/or son is not eligible for Free School Meals – or is
eligible and they choose to have food at break and/or spend more than £2.60 – please ensure
that they have sufficient funds on their School Gateway account; please do get in touch if you
have questions about this.
 
A reminder to make sure that your daughter and/or son is wearing a coat to school now that
the weather has turned much colder; students must remove coats for assemblies, lessons and in
indoor eating areas at break and lunchtime; we also insist that hats are removed inside the
building, and that hoods are down. Thank you for your support with this.
 
As always, your support of the work of the school is very much appreciated; please do let us
know via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if we can help in any way.

https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us


YEAR TEAM UPDATES

year 7

Mr Wilson and the Year 7 Team 

Attendance Focus  
We are aiming for Year 7 to come first in attendance every day and every week.  
Please support in arriving on time and attending every day unless genuinely unwell, having
said that, we will support in any way necessary for you!  
Strong attendance helps pupils make great progress and feel fully part of school life.  

Daily and Weekly Targets  
Daily Goal: 100% attendance for every tutor group.  
Weekly Goal: Year 7 to achieve the highest year-group attendance across the school –
AGAIN!! We have done it before with 100%, we can do it again!!  
Classes with the best attendance each week will receive special recognition and rewards, as
always!!  

Positive Points  
Pupils can earn positive points every day for punctuality, effort, and attitude.  
Weekly recognition will be given to pupils and tutor groups with the highest positive point
totals.  
HIGHEST ATTENDANCE OUT OF THE WHOLE SCHOOL THIS WEEK!!! WELL DONE!!!  

  
Important Dates  
🟥 28th November – School is CLOSED 



year 8

Mr Bowser and the Year 8 Team 

📉 Attendance 
Year 8, we need to talk. 
Our attendance dropped massively this week — on Wednesday we were at 89%, and this is
not acceptable for our year group. We know you can do better.

Let’s get back to the basics: 

School every day 
Resilience, even when you don’t feel like it 
Showing up, ready to learn 

Being here each day builds the habits you’ll use for the rest of your life. Let’s aim to turn this
around NOW. We believe in you! 💪 

🎉 Back After Friday! 
We hope you enjoyed your day off on Friday — a little break is always nice! 
But now it’s time to refocus, reset, and get back to it. Let’s make this week count! 

⏰ Lateness to School 
We are seeing more students arriving late to school recently. 
This needs to improve — being late affects your learning, your routine, and the start of the whole
school day. 

Please remember: 
 👉 You must be in school by 8:25am 
 👉 Line-up is not optional 
 👉 Being on time shows responsibility and respect 

Let’s tighten up our mornings, Year 8! 

📚 Homework 
Homework detentions are still far too high. 
Homework is your chance to practise, get ahead, and make your lessons easier — but only if
you actually do it! 

Please remember: 
Check your homework daily 
Ask for help if you’re stuck 
Speak to the Year Team or your teachers if you can’t log in — we will help 

Let’s turn those detentions into successes instead! 🌟 



year 9

Mr Johnson and the Year 9 Team 

🌟 Year 9 Weekly Update 🌟
Another exciting and eventful week for Year 9!

🎵 Live Performance – “Split Second”
This week, Year 9 had the pleasure of watching a brilliant performance by a young and
upcoming band called Split Second. The band not only showcased their musical talent with
a mix of original and classic pop-rock songs — which had students clapping along 🎸👏 — but
also spoke about mental health, bullying, and the importance of supporting one another. A
powerful and engaging session for our students. 💛🤝

📝 Homework & 1-Hour Detentions
A reminder that 1-hour detentions have now started for missed homework deadlines.
Homework is set on the following days:

 📘 Maths – Tuesday
 📕 English – Thursday
 📗 Science – Friday

Please ensure your child is staying on top of their homework each week. If any issues arise,
please contact the Year 9 Team in a timely manner so we can support and resolve the
problem quickly.
If a student has forgotten their login details, they can speak to their tutor, or parents can
contact the Year 9 Team via the website. Students must log in through Microsoft using the
same email and password they use for school computers. 💻

🎁 Shoebox & Food Donation Appeal
Our Year 9 Shoebox Appeal continues, and we have now begun collecting non-perishable
food items to support families within our community.
Your generosity and support mean so much — every contribution makes a difference. ❤️🎁

🏐 Sporting Success!
A huge well done to the Year 9 Boys Dodgeball Team, who took part in a tournament at
Phoenix Collegiate this week. The boys represented the school incredibly well, showing
resilience, teamwork, and great sportsmanship. We are extremely proud of their performance!
💙💪

❄️ Cold Weather Reminder
The temperature has dropped significantly, so we kindly ask that students wrap up warm for
PE and bring additional layers.
However, for health and safety reasons, students must not wear any clothing with hoods
during PE. Thank you for your support with this. 🧤🧣

As always, thank you for your continued encouragement and partnership. Year 9 have shown
fantastic engagement this week — keep it up! 🌟💙
 
 



year 10

Miss Ralph and the Year 10 Team 

Happy Week 4 of Autumn 2 from the Year 10 family!👏 
 
Attendance this week has been a little bit up and down however a shout out must go to our
Tuesday figure this week as we hit 93.3% which we have not seen for a while which must be
recognised and rewarded! We must now sustain this figure and push through for the next 3
weeks prioritising being in every day! 📆 
 
This week during morning meeting and assembly, we focused on our core family value of respect
and discussed how as a year group and as a whole school community we can best showcase
respect at all times and how we absolutely do not tolerate any sort of discrimination! A shout
out here goes to all of the wonderful members of the Year 10 family who submitted a poster
design to the ‘Anti-bullying’ competition! All of the submissions were incredible and it is amazing
to see the hard work and creativity on show in the restaurant! Well done to you wonderful
Artists! 🎨 
 
Super star shout outs this week go to both Harry F 10G and Safiyy H 10C who received 35
points last week for gaining a RAP card in lesson, this equates to 7 RAP cards over the week -
WOW! Teachers are recognising both boys for their efforts when it comes to the school values of
Respect, Aspiration and Pride and we couldn’t be prouder of them! 🌟 
 
Unfortunately, we are still noticing a few more students arriving late to school and lessons.
Remember — school starts at 8:25am and you should be in line-up ready to go on the MUGA. No
ifs, no buts, no maybes! Being on time helps you start your day with confidence and focus — plus,
it’s a great life skill for the future and we have a 10/10 expectation so we need to sort this quickly!
⏰⏳ 
 
So, that is all for this week! Week 4 of Autumn 2, Year 10 at GOS done already. Let’s see what our
10/10 attitude towards learning, our 10/10 mindset towards success and achievement and our
10/10 positivity every single day can get us between now and Christmas – Let's go TEAM GREEN!
💚 



year 11

Miss Malkin and the Year 11 Team 

Attendance Update! 
Attendance has been excellent recently. We have been hitting above 94% almost every day. Thank
you for your continued effort and consistency. Let’s keep this momentum going as we move
through the term.  
 
Parents’ Evening – 11th December 
Appointments for Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 11th December are now open to book. 
Please ensure you secure your slots early to meet with subject teachers and discuss your child’s
progress. 

Mock Results & Set Changes 
All mock results have now been given out to students. 
From 1st December, set changes will take place where necessary. 
These changes are designed to ensure every student is in the best possible environment to
progress, feel confident, and succeed in their subjects. 

Sixth Form Applications Now Open 
Applications for Sixth Form are now being accepted. 
Closing date: 27th March 
You can apply online via the school website, or students can collect an application form from Mr
Bala. 

Shoebox Appeal – Donations Needed 
We are still in need of: 

Shoeboxes 
Wrapping paper 
Small gift items (toiletries, stationery, accessories, treats) 

This year we are supporting Murray Hall and Black Country Women's Aid, and your donations will
make a real difference to families in need. 
Please send any items into school as soon as possible. 



Your sincerely, 
 
Mr Bala 
Director of Post 16

SIXTH FORM

Upcoming dates - 

18th December – Trip to Birmingham

Year 12 and 13 students are continuing to work hard in lessons. Year 13 students have now
received their mock results. Students will be continuing to work hard to ensure that get the
grades they need to get to their post 18 destination.

Anyone that is interested in applying to the 6th form is welcomed to apply online or to collect a
paper application form. If you require any further information, please contact me or see the sixth
form team.
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To: Parents/Carers 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

27th November 2025 Our Ref: RL.KH.3431

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Whole School Marking & Feedback 

I am writing to update you on our whole-school marking and feedback approach, which has been refined this year 
to further support our key priority: ensuring all students achieve good outcomes. As a school, we are committed to 
helping students understand how to improve and our feedback systems are designed to give them the guidance 
they need to do just that. 

Students will continue to receive regular written feedback and a follow-up ‘feedforward’ task to help them close 
gaps in knowledge and skills. Teachers provide live feedback in every lesson and homework is given collective 
feedback, ensuring that all pieces are checked and common strengths or areas for development are shared with 
the class. Alongside this, students receive individual feedback comments from staff in line with our policy: 

• 
• 
• 

KS4 and KS5: Written feedback twice per half term, plus on summative assessments. 
KS3 Core Subjects: Once per half term. 
KS3 Non-Core Subjects: Once per term. 

We have recently introduced a tiered system to our written feedback to ensure that students receive the depth of 
feedback needed to move learning forward: 

• 
• 
• 

Tier 1: Short, immediate feedback to address surface-level errors (in-lesson or at the start of the next). 
Tier 2: 20–30 minute targeted reflection and practice activities. 
Tier 3: In-depth feedback followed by a full-lesson redraft or reattempt. 

This system helps teachers tailor feedback to each student’s needs while supporting long-term learning and 
promoting independence. 

Over the coming weeks, we will be releasing a series of short explanatory videos across our school social media 
channels. These will walk parents and carers through examples of each feedback tier and show how students 
respond to it in class. We hope these videos will make the system clearer and give you a sense of how feedback 
looks in practice. 

To improve communication between school and home, students will now be routinely instructed to bring their 
exercise books home so that you can see their work and the feedback they receive. This will help you stay 
informed about their progress and give you the chance to discuss their learning with them. 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
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Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

Miss R Lane 
Associate Assistant Principal 

It is very important that books are brought back to school for the next lesson. Please help us by reminding your
son/daughter to return their books promptly, as they are essential for their day-to-day learning. 

If you have any questions about the marking policy or how feedback works in your son’s/daughter’s lessons, 
please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely, 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
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Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

Miss C Middlehurst
Senior Vice Principal 

I hope that your daughter and/or son will take part in our Christmas Dinner. If students have any questions, they
should ask members of our catering teams. 

Yours faithfully, 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

Our Ref: CM.KH.3434 

Your Ref: 

To: Parents/Carers 

27th November 2025 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Christmas Dinner – Wednesday 17th December 

I am delighted to be able to let you know that a Christmas Dinner will be available in both our Restaurant and 
Bistro for all students on Wednesday 17th December; the cost of this will be £2.60. Students who receive Free 
School Meals will be able to use their entitlement to cover the full cost of the dinner. 

The full menu is: 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
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