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upcoming daTES

assembly themes
Assembly focus this week was Safety

Online and AI

w.c 24/11 - Homophobia and
Discrimination

01/12 - PAL Assembly (Provider Access
Legislation)

Please take the time to talk to your
daughter and/or son about what they

have learnt in Assembly.

COMMUNITYSixth Form LETTERS   Year 11

Monday 24  November - ‘Split Second’
Performance

th

Thursday 27  November - Year 13 Parents’
Evening

th

Friday 28  November - Teacher Training Dayth

Friday 5  December - Flu Vaccinesth

Thursday 11  December - Year 11 Parents’ Eveningth



message from miss
middlehurst, Senior Vice

Principal

It has certainly been a chilly week; please do remember to make sure that your daughter
and/or son brings a coat to school, and that this is labelled with their name. As you are aware,
we have closed the fields now that the ground is much wetter, but we are trying to keep all
other outdoor spaces – for example, the MUGA, the Quads, the Astro – open for students at
break and lunchtime; we are very lucky with our extensive outside spaces and we know that
many of our students want to stay outside in their social times. We are fortunate, too, with the
large indoor spaces such as the Bistro and the Restaurant where students can stay if they do
not wish to go outside. New posters have gone up in the Restaurant this week which show
exactly what you can get for a meal deal in school; a reminder for our parents and carers of
students who are eligible for Free School Meals that a meal deal is available as part of this
entitlement. Please do make sure that your daughter and/or son is using their Free School
Meal entitlement if they are eligible and do please contact us if you have any queries. On that
note, HAF vouchers will be sent out shortly for eligible families; please get in touch from week
commencing 1st December if you are eligible and have not received the information.
 
Tuesday evening saw a fabulous Awards’ Evening in school; it was lovely to welcome so many
students into school with their parents and carers to recognise the excellent achievements of
so many of our students from last year. Thank you to Mr. Bowser, Mr. Hickinbottom and Mrs
Mistry for their work on organising such a wonderful event.
 
Year 11 and 13 students have started their ‘Feedback Fortnight’ to support their next steps as
they continue to prepare for success next summer in their GCSE, A-level and BTEC exams.
This morning saw both year groups also receive their formal mock examination results; this is
a huge part of learning what Year 11 and Year 13 ‘look’ like; having to wait for the results now
prepares students for the wait next summer. Year 11 students have also been busy starting
their flashcard revision sessions in tutor time; if you have a daughter and/or son in Year 11,
please talk to them about this, and you will recall there was more information about this in
last week’s newsletter.
 
Please keep talking to your daughters and/or sons about homework; it makes a huge
difference to the exam results that all students get at the end of Year 11 and Year 13. If there
are questions from parents and carers in any year groups about homework, please get in
touch via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us. This is the same link to contact us if you have any
queries or if we can support in any way. I hope you have a lovely weekend.



YEAR TEAM UPDATES

year 7

Mr Wilson and the Year 7 Team 

Attendance Focus 
We are aiming for Year 7 to come first in attendance every day and every week. 
Please support in arriving on time and attending every day unless genuinely unwell, having said
that, we will support in any way necessary for you! 
Strong attendance helps pupils make great progress and feel fully part of school life. 

Daily and Weekly Targets 
Daily Goal: 100% attendance for every tutor group. 
Weekly Goal: Year 7 to achieve the highest year-group attendance across the school – AGAIN!!
We have done it before with 100%, we can do it again!! 
Classes with the best attendance each week will receive special recognition and rewards, as
always!! 

Positive Points 
Pupils can earn positive points every day for punctuality, effort, and attitude. 
Weekly recognition will be given to pupils and tutor groups with the highest positive point totals. 

Important Dates 
🟥 28th November – School is CLOSED 
 



year 8

Mr Bowser and the Year 8 Team 

👋 Welcome to the Team, Mr Minton! 

Big news, Year 8! This week we welcomed the amazing Mr Minton to our Year 8 family as our
brand-new Assistant Year Team Lead! 
Make sure you give him a big smile, a friendly hello, and show him why Year 8 is the BEST year
group in the school! 😎💙 

📊 Attendance Heroes! 
We started the week with a little dip… BUT you bounced back like absolute champions and
reached 95.7% midweek! 🙌 
Let’s keep pushing—every day counts, and we’re aiming HIGH! 

⭐ Positive Points Battle! 
Okay, Year 8… we need to talk. 
Year 9 beat us this week with the most positive points 😱 
BUT we’re not giving up! 
Let’s show them what we’re made of—kindness, effort, respect and positivity! 
We ARE taking that top spot back next week! 💪🔥 
 
📅 Important Dates Coming Up! 
🟦 27th November – Home game for our Year 8 football team! ⚽ Bring your support! 
🟥 28th November – School is CLOSED 

🏆 Student of the Month! 
Starting this month, we’ll be choosing a Year 8 Student of the Month! 
This could be someone showing kindness, teamwork, effort, great behaviour, or someone who
has gone the extra mile! 
Could it be YOU? 🤩 
Keep shining—you never know! 



year 9

Mr Johnson and the Year 9 Team 

What an amazing week it’s been for Year 9! 🌟 We’ve continued to see brilliant levels of
attendance, staying strong in the 90s—so a huge well done to every student who arrives each
day ready to learn and get involved 👏📚. Your consistency really does make a difference!
However, we do need to talk about Fridays… 😅📉 Attendance drops significantly at the end of
the week, and this is the only thing letting us down. Let’s turn Fridays into our strongest day—
full of positivity, teamwork, and good habits! 💪🎒

This week, Mr Johnson delivered a powerful and eye-opening assembly on vaping and the
serious damage it can cause to the body 💨❌🫁. The message was clear: your health matters,
and the choices you make now have long-term impacts. We’re really proud of how maturely
students listened and engaged with this important topic.

A polite reminder for homework 📝✨—if you don’t know your ClassCharts login or your
computer login for home study, please speak to your tutor, Mr Johnson, or pop to see the IT
team at break or lunch. They’re always happy to help! 💻🙌 Starting next week, any homework
that isn’t completed on time will result in an automatic 1-hour detention the following day ⏰.
Maths and English homework are due on Tuesdays, and Science is due on Fridays, so make
sure you're organised and planning ahead 📆📘
.
A huge congratulations to all the Year 9 students who attended our very first Annual Awards
Evening! 🏆🌟 You represented the year group brilliantly, and we are incredibly proud of your
achievements, confidence, and dedication. Mr Johnson, Mr Marrs, and all our Year 9 tutors
were absolutely beaming with pride the entire night 👏💛.

Earlier this week, Mr Johnson also carried out some student voice sessions with groups across
the year. The quality of your responses was outstanding—thoughtful, articulate, and genuinely
passionate about making our school even better 🎤💡✨. Your ideas and honesty show just
how mature and forward-thinking this year group truly is.

Keep up the tremendous work, Year 9! 🚀💫 Let’s push attendance even higher, keep
smashing homework deadlines, and continue being the brilliant, hardworking, and kind
students we know you are. Here's to another fantastic week ahead! 🎉📚🌈



year 10

Miss Ralph and the Year 10 Team 

Happy Week 3 of Autumn 2 from the Year 10 family! A cold miserable one this week in terms of
the weather, but lots to celebrate in terms of Y10 success in school! 
 
This week some of our incredible Year 10 were lucky enough to be invited to our first ever awards
evening where we as a school could celebrate and recognise their efforts in subjects over the
academic year of 24-25! It was an absolute honour to see so many Year 10s being rewarded for
their hard work and effort and Miss Ralph was bursting with PRIDE in the front row for the
whole event! Big big well done to you all! 🌟 
 
As well as this, Mr Lowndes shared with the Year Team a message of praise and recognition for
his 10B Languages class, he stated: “An absolute pleasure to teach – perfect attitudes, perfect
behaviour, brilliant motivation, great senses of humour. Possibly my best ever class in 30 years of
teaching” - What an incredible message to receive, we are so proud of you 10B! 
 
Unfortunately, we are still noticing a few more students arriving late to school and lessons.
Remember — school starts at 8:25am and you should be in line-up ready to go on the MUGA. No
ifs, no buts, no maybes! Being on time helps you start your day with confidence and focus — plus,
it’s a great life skill for the future and we have a 10/10 expectation so we need to sort this quickly!
⏰⏳ 
 
So, that is all for this week! Week 3 of Autumn 2, Year 10 at GOS done already. Let’s see what our
10/10 attitude towards learning, our 10/10 mindset towards success and achievement and our
10/10 positivity every single day can get us between now and Christmas – Let's go TEAM GREEN!
💚 



year 11

Miss Malkin and the Year 11 Team 

Attendance Matters 
Our attendance has dipped to around 94%, and we need to bring this back up. Every lesson
genuinely counts — being in school every day ensures you’re accessing the teaching that will
secure the grades you deserve in May. Let’s lift it together. 
Lateness is a huge issue within the year group, which is a reason for the dip in
attendance, we need to be in for 8:25am every day. 
 
Key Dates Coming Up 
Parents’ Evening – Wednesday 11th December 
A key opportunity to review your progress and fine-tune your revision plans. 
Year 11 Prom – Wednesday 2nd July 
Save the date — more details coming soon! 
GCSE Exams begin Monday 5th May 
Earlier than usual this year, so consistency now is everything. 
 
Homework Expectations – Important Update 
To improve accountability and ensure high-quality preparation for exams: 
Homework will no longer be completed in a lunchtime detention. 
Any incomplete homework will now result in a 1-hour after-school detention. 
Staying organised with your deadlines and asking for support early will make a huge difference. 
 
Punctuality & Conduct 
Late to school = detention in F2 at break. 
Missing this = a 30-minute after-school detention. 
Arriving on time sets you up for a successful day — keep the standards high. 
 
Shoebox Appeal – Deadline: 1st December 
This year we are proudly supporting Black Country Women’s Aid and Murray Hall. 
 
We urgently need empty shoeboxes themselves, as well as: 
Non-perishable food items 
Toiletries and sanitary products 
Small essentials and items of comfort 
Every donation goes directly to local women and families in crisis. Your contribution will make a
real difference this winter. 



Your sincerely, 
 
Mr Bala 
Director of Post 16

SIXTH FORM

Upcoming dates - 

27th November – Visit to University of Birmingham
27th November – Year 13 Parents’ Evening
18th December – Reward trip to Liverpool

Year 12 and 13 students are continuing to work hard in lessons. Year 13 students will be
receiving their mock grades on Friday.

Anyone that is interested in applying to the 6th form is welcomed to apply online or to
collect a paper application form. If you require any further information, please contact
me or see the sixth form team.
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21st November 2025 

 
To: Yr 7 to 9 Parents/Carers 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

Our Ref: AHi.KH.3422 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Years 7 to 9 MFL Project 

As part of our Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) curriculum, students in Year 7 to 9 will be completing an MFL 
Exploration Project. This project encourages independent research, creativity and cultural awareness while giving 
students an opportunity to apply the language skills they have learned so far. 

Each year group will complete a different project focus: 

Year 7 – French-speaking World Project 
Year 7 students will research a French-speaking country of their choice. They may present their work in any format 
(PowerPoint, poster, booklet, video, model, etc). Students should use simple French phrases to introduce each 
section and provide further detail in English. 
Their project must include: 

Location and geography 
Population 
Money and currency 
Weather 
Tourist attractions 
Brief history 
Food 

Year 8 – Spanish-speaking World Project 
Year 8 students will research a Spanish-speaking country. As with Year 7, they have full creative control over how 
they present their findings. Students should use simple Spanish phrases to head each section, with explanations in 
English. 

Their project must include: 
Location and geography 
Population 
Money and currency 
Weather 
Tourist attractions 
Brief history 
Food 
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Mr A Hickinbottom
Assistant Principal

Year 9 – Famous French-speaker Project 
Year 9 students will complete a research project on a famous French-speaker, either living or historical. The work
may be presented as a PowerPoint or poster and should be original, creative and well-researched. Students may
include some French phrases, written independently. 

Suggested content includes: 

Personal details (name, age, birthday, family) 
Physical description 
Job or career 
Why this person is famous 
Their impact on their community or the world 
Why the student admires them 
Any future plans or projects related to this person 

We want to celebrate the hard work and creativity that goes into these projects: 

All students who complete the project will receive 50 achievement points and a certificate of participation. 
The Top 10 projects in each year group will receive a special voucher and a certificate, which will be
presented in the celebration assembly. 

All MFL Exploration Projects must be completed and submitted by: 
o Monday 8th December 2025 

This is an excellent opportunity for your son/daughter to develop research skills, creativity, cultural understanding 
and confidence in using a foreign language. 

We appreciate your support in encouraging your son/daughter to plan their project carefully and take pride in 
their presentation and research. 

Yours faithfully, 
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To: Parents/Carers 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

21st November 2025 Our Ref: AHi.KH.3421

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Homework 

I am writing to inform you about our updated procedures for homework at Gospel Oak School. 

If a student fails to complete or submit their homework, they will receive a 60-minute after-school homework 
detention, which will take place the next school day. If your son/daughter does not attend this detention, the 
situation will be escalated in line with our behaviour policy. 

This is to ensure that teachers can read or mark the work and your son/daughter can receive feedback in line with 
their peers. 

We continue to reinforce the importance of homework because the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) 
reports that regular, well-designed homework can add up to five months of additional progress at secondary level. 
This is especially effective when students’ complete homework to a high standard, understand its purpose and 
keep up with deadlines. Your support in encouraging your son/daughter to complete their homework on time 
makes a significant difference to their progress. 

We also want to recognise and celebrate students who consistently meet homework expectations. 
Teachers award Achievement Points for completing homework on time and additional points are given when 
students produce outstanding homework. These rewards contribute to our whole-school recognition systems, 
helping students feel motivated and valued for their hard work and dedication. 

Ifyour son/daughter is still experiencing log-in issues with Carousel, Educake or Mathswatch, please get in touch 
using our Contact Us page so we can support them quickly. 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
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Mr A Hickinbottom
Assistant Principal

These expectations are in place to help ensure that your son/daughter keeps up with their learning and develops
strong independent study habits that support academic success. 

Yours faithfully 
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: All Parents/Carers 

21st November 2025 Our Ref: PG.KH.3427 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carers 

Re: Winter Illness - Flu 
As winter approaches, we want to ensure our students stay healthy and safe. 

Illness is the biggest single reason for school absence; while some absences due to illness are unavoidable, many 
can be reduced through simple, proactive measures that minimise the spread of infections. 

This time of year often brings an increase in flu cases and I kindly ask for your support in helping protect your son 
or daughter from seasonal illnesses. 

Here are a few simple but effective ways to help prevent the spread of winter flu: 

1. Encourage regular handwashing: thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water, especially before 
eating and after coughing, sneezing or using the bathroom, to help reduce the spread of germs. 

2. Promote good hygiene habits: Remind your sons/daughters of the ‘Catch It, Bin It, Kill It’ approach and to 
avoid touching their faces with unwashed hands. 

3. Consider the seasonal flu vaccine: Vaccination is one of the most effective ways to prevent flu or reduce its 
severity. Please see the information fact sheet at Help-protect-your-child-from-flu-this-winter-
factsheet.pdf 

The annual flu vaccination programme is important in helping protect your son or daughter, as well as the wider 
school community, from seasonal flu. The vaccination is safe, effective and recommended for all young people to 
reduce illness and absence. Our school’s flu vaccination programme will take place in December and I kindly ask 
that you complete the online consent form as soon as possible using the following link: Vaccination UK 
Immunisation. Please ensure the form is submitted even if you choose not to give consent, so that our records are 
accurate and the vaccination team can prepare accordingly. 

We appreciate your cooperation in maintaining a healthy environment for all students. If you have any concerns or 
need additional information, please feel free to contact us. 

Yours sincerely, 

Parm Grewal
Vice Principal –Designated Safeguarding Lead 
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To: SEND Parents/Carers 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

21st November 2025 Our Ref: HN.KH.3428

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Re: Stay Informed – Sandwell SEND E-Bulletin 

Sandwell Council is starting a new SEND email bulletin this autumn. This bulletin will help you stay up to date with 
news about Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in Sandwell. The first email will be sent at the end of 
this month. 

It is a quick and easy way to keep informed about SEND in Sandwell. Please sign up so you do not miss anything. 
You will get regular updates and be part of the SEND community. 

To sign up, please visit the Sandwell Council website and look for ‘Sign up to our Sandwell SEND Bulletin’ or use 
the link below. 
Sandwell Council - Sign up to our Sandwell SEND Bulletin 

Kind regards, 
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•Mobile Vaccination Clinic - Flu and Covid-19 Vaccines - Tipton Clinic Details 

The mobile vaccination clinic for Flu and Covid-19 vaccinations will be in Tipton and across
Sandwell/Black Country over the next few months. Details for Tipton are below:

Information is below and website link, which will be updated when future clinic dates are set up. 

All Mobile Clinic Locations in the Black Country - Stay Well This Winter: Get Vaccinated at a
Mobile Clinic in the Black Country - https://blackcountry.icb.nhs.uk/your-health/health-
advice/flu/mobile-vaccination-clinics  
 
• As winter approaches and viruses spread, flu mobile vaccination clinics are being set up to  
  encourage people to stay well this winter.
• The community mobile clinics are being hosted at a range of locations in Wolverhampton, 
  Dudley, Walsall and Sandwell, with no appointment necessary.

Those eligible to receive their flu vaccine at the mobile clinics include:

• All adults aged 65 years and over
• People with certain long term health conditions, from 6 months to under 65s
• All children aged 2–3 years old on 31 August 2025
• Pregnant women
• Frontline health and social care staff, including those working in care homes for older adults

Those eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine can also receive it at the mobile clinics.

Sandwell SEND E-Bulletin Sign up Now 

Stay Informed: Sandwell SEND E-Bulletin Sign up Now

Sandwell Council is launching a brand-new SEND e-bulletin
this autumn, designed to keep everyone up to date on the
borough’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
Transformation Programme. The first edition will be issued end
of this month.
Whether you’re a parent carer, young person, professional, or
part of an education setting, the e-bulletin will deliver the
latest news, events, and opportunities straight to your inbox. 
It’s the easiest way to stay informed about important
developments and SEND news in Sandwell. Don’t miss out—
sign up today to receive regular updates and be part of the
SEND community. Visit the Sandwell Council website to
subscribe to the Sandwell SEND Bulletin.
Sandwell Council - Sign up to our Sandwell SEND Bulletin 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSANDWELL/signup/48012





