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Assembly focus this week was Anti

Bullying week / Odd Socks Day (10 ),
Power of Good, Remembrance Day (11th)
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w.c 17/11 - Safety Online and AI

w.c 24/11 - Homophobia and
Discrimination

Please take the time to talk to your
daughter and/or son about what they

have learnt in Assembly.
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Tuesday 18  November - Awards Eveningth

Thursday 27  November - Year 13 Parents’
Evening

th

Friday 28  November - Teacher Training Dayth

Friday 5  December - Flu Vaccinesth



message from miss
middlehurst, Senior Vice

Principal

As always, it has been a very busy week in school . It is ‘Anti-Bullying Week’, and many
students and staff wore odd socks on Monday as part of this event. This year’s theme is
‘Power for Good’ and students have had very powerful messages in morning meetings and
assemblies about speaking up if they see things which are not right, empowering people to
do something positive to counter the harm and hurt that bullying causes; please see Anti-
Bullying Week 2025: Power for Good.
 
Tuesday was 11th November, and students took part in a Remembrance service; the
weather meant that plans were adjusted with the event moving indoors and Year 7 and
Year 13 were able to attend the service in the Theatre, and all other members of the school
community took part via an online link. We welcomed the Lord Lieutenant into school who
spoke about the sacrifices made in war, and Treasure and Lennon, our head girl and boy,
laid a wreath alongside Mr. Brownlow; many of our Cadets also took part in a very poignant
and moving ceremony, and the whole school observed a two-minute silence. You may wish
to watch 108 year old veteran Frank Chester, 🎖️ VE Day 80: A Message of Service &
Remembrance and VE Day 80 years on which have all been recommended by the
Sanctuary Foundation to support our understanding.
 
A number of our Year 7 students have taken part in a ‘Water-bots’ STEM – Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics – activity with the Canal and River Trust. They
showed fabulous team building skills as they worked together to build bridges out of straws
and tape; it was lovely to hear students discussing, planning, and exploring ways to solve
the problems they were given. This is part of a wider project - Water Bots - BOM
Birmingham Open Media – and is another great example of the wider learning
opportunities provided in school.

 
Please keep talking to your daughter and/or son about their learning in school. As you
know, there is a lot of work being undertaken in school to build our homework culture and
to make sure students are working hard outside of the classroom as well as in lessons.
Completing homework will support all students to achieve better exam results; please keep
ensuring that homework is being done and reminding your daughter and/or son about
how this will support them to get higher grades. Students are rewarded for completing
their homework and sanctioned if they choose not to do so.
 
As always, thank you for your support; please do use Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if we
can help in any way.

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week-2025/anti-bullying-week-2025
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week-2025/anti-bullying-week-2025
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wImHGbVphA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnPcP9xRMFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnPcP9xRMFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAFtgl5SvC4
https://bom.org.uk/water-bots/
https://bom.org.uk/water-bots/
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us


YEAR TEAM UPDATES

year 7

Mr Wilson and the Year 7 Team 

Attendance 
We’re thrilled to see our attendance remaining high — we continue to maintain an average of 95%
despite all the coughs and colds. 

Let’s keep this going — even when the mornings are wet, dark, and cold. Pushing yourself to
show up builds resilience and prepares you for the world beyond school. Let’s see if we can stay
top of the leaderboard for attendance across all the year groups in school 

Contact Us 
You might have spotted that our emails have had a little update! 
If you ever need help, have a question, or just want to reach out — we’re here for you. 
Get in touch at: 
year7enquiry@gospeloak.crst.org.uk 

Late to School 
Lately, we’ve noticed a few more students arriving late to school and lessons. Let’s work on
turning that around! 

Remember — school starts at 8:25am and you should be in line-up ready to go. 
 
Homework Heroes 
Homework is rolling in — and it’s amazing to see so many of you taking responsibility for your
learning! 

If you’re finding it tricky to log in or complete something, don’t struggle in silence. Ask your
teacher for help. If you are having issues with devices or technical issues, then come and see the
Year Team or pop into homework club on a Tuesday or Thursday.



year 8

Mr Bowser and the Year 8 Team 

🎉 Year 8 Weekly Newsletter 

🌟 Attendance 
WOW, Year 8 — you smashed it! 
We’re thrilled to see our attendance climbing — on Monday we hit a brilliant 95.2%! That’s
something to be proud of! 

Let’s keep this going — even when the mornings are wet, dark, and cold. Pushing yourself to
show up builds resilience and prepares you for the world beyond school. Let’s see if we can
break our record next week — we believe in you! 💪 

📧 Contact Us 
You might have spotted that our emails have had a little update! 
If you ever need help, have a question, or just want to reach out — we’re here for you. 
Get in touch at: year8enquiry@gospeloak.crst.org.uk
 
Don’t be shy — communication is key! 😊 

⏰ Late to School 
Lately, we’ve noticed a few more students arriving late to school and lessons. Let’s work on
turning that around! 
Remember — school starts at 8:25am and you should be in line-up ready to go. 
Being on time helps you start your day with confidence and focus — plus, it’s a great life skill
for the future! ⏳ 

📚 Homework Heroes 
Homework is rolling in — and it’s amazing to see so many of you taking responsibility for your
learning! 🙌 

If you’re finding it tricky to log in or complete something, don’t struggle in silence. Ask your
teacher or the Year 8 team for help — we’ve got your back! 

Remember: every piece of homework is a chance to shine brighter and build those skills
that make you unstoppable. 🌟 



year 9

Mr Johnson and the Year 9 Team 

🌟 Year 9 Weekly Update 🌟
What an incredible week it has been for Year 9!

📈 Attendance Superstars!
We are thrilled to announce that our attendance has reached a record high of 93% since
returning from the summer holidays! 🙌
This is a huge achievement and both Mr Marrs and Mr Johnson are extremely proud of the
year group — well done, Year 9! 👏✨

🎖 Remembered Day Parade
This week we also took part in the Remembered Day Parade, where Year 9 conducted
themselves with outstanding maturity and respect.
A special mention to Harry Billingham for delivering a powerful and brilliant performance —
thank you, Harry! ⭐

🎗 Incredible Charity Achievement
A massive shoutout to Charlie Joe Fitzpatrick, who has raised an unbelievable £4,000+ for
charity, supporting cancer research and those battling the disease. 💛
We are in awe of your determination and kindness — thank you for making such a difference!
🌍💪

🎁 Shoebox & Donation Appeal
We are proud to have launched our Year 9 Shoebox Appeal!
From this week, we will also begin collecting non-perishable food items to support families
in our community who may need a little extra help.
Thank you in advance for your kindness and generosity — every donation makes a difference
❤

🤝 Anti-Bullying Week
This week is Anti-Bullying Week, and we are proud to say that a group of Year 9 students
took part in an anti-bullying campaign to promote togetherness and to stand united against
bullying. 💛
In PSHE, all students have also been given the opportunity to design a poster for our Anti-
Bullying Campaign.
🏆 The winning design will receive a £50 voucher, and the runners-up will each receive a
£20 voucher.
📥 All entries must be handed in to Miss Malkin — we can’t wait to see your amazing
designs!

📩 Parent Contact Reminder
If you need to contact the Year 9 team, please use the Contact Us section on the school
website.
🔁 We will aim to respond within 48 hours.

📝 Homework & ClassCharts
Homework has now officially begun for Year 9! ✅
All tasks must be accessed via ClassCharts using the links provided, and students must sign
in through Microsoft using their school email and password (the same login used for school
computers 💻).
🔑 Forgotten login details? No problem!
Students can speak to their tutor, or parents can contact the Year 9 team via the website.
❗ Please do not leave this until the last minute.
As always, thank you for your continued support, encouragement, and partnership.
We are so proud of this year group — keep shining, Year 9! 🌟💙
 
 



year 10

Miss Ralph and the Year 10 Team 

Happy Week 2 of Autumn 2 from the Year 10 family!  
 
During their second assembly on Thursday, students had an assembly delivered by our wonderful
SENDCO Miss Nutting. Miss Nutting led an informative anti-bullying assembly for all students. She
spoke about the importance of kindness, respect, and speaking up when bullying occurs. Miss
Nutting encouraged everyone to look out for one another and to always choose kindness. ✨ 
 
Mr Brownlow also joined assembly to reflect on the recent Ofsted report and to discuss how our
school has “transformed” in the most positive way and how it is great that the Y10 family have
been a part of this journey over the last 3 and a bit years! Students have responded well to this
news and hopefully now can share the pride that staff do on how Gospel Oak has made massive
strides in making it a better place for all! 

Now it may be a new academic half term, but not everything has changed and as always, Miss
Ralph and Mrs Kler are here for each and every student and family member to support with
whatever is necessary. If parents or carers require this or need to get in touch with the Year 10
team, please contact year10enquiry@gospeloakschool.co.uk and one of us will be able to pick this
up and support and hopefully resolve as soon as! 

Week 1 of Autumn 2, Year 10 at GOS done already. Let’s see what our 10/10 attitude towards
learning, our 10/10 mindset towards success and achievement and our 10/10 positivity every
single day can get us between now and Christmas – Let's go TEAM GREEN! 💚



year 11

Miss Malkin and the Year 11 Team 

Mock Results & Feedback Fortnight 
Your Mock Results Day is coming up on Thursday 21st November — an important milestone on
your journey to success! From Monday 17th November, teachers will begin returning papers,
giving you personalised feedback, and helping you set your next goals. Remember: your predicted
grades for college and sixth-form applications will be based on these results, so make the most of
every piece of advice you receive. 

Attendance Matters 
Our year group attendance has dipped to around 92%, and we need everyone’s commitment to
bring this back up. Every lesson you attend gives you the knowledge and confidence to achieve the
grades you deserve. Let’s get back on track together — every day in school counts! 

Homework & Study Support 
Homework is now back in full swing! 
If you’re issued a homework, you must attend F3 at lunchtime to complete it. Missing this means
it automatically rolls over to a 30-minute detention after school. 

Check the homework schedule below to stay organised — staying on top of your work now will
make a huge difference later. 

Punctuality & Standards 
Being on time sets the tone for your whole day. If you’re late to school, you’ll need to attend a break-
time detention in F2. Missing this results in 30 minutes after school, so let’s avoid that by getting
through the gate and lined up on time every morning. 

Remembrance Parade 
This week’s Remembrance Parade was truly special. We are incredibly proud of Year 11’s
outstanding conduct, respect, and heartfelt messages written to the fallen. You represented Gospel
Oak School with maturity and pride — thank you for making it such a powerful moment of reflection.
 
Shoebox Appeal 

Our annual Shoebox Appeal is underway! We’re collecting: 
Empty shoeboxes 
Non-perishable food items 
Sanitary products and other essential goods 

Every box will go towards supporting local families this winter — a small act of kindness that makes a
big difference. Please bring donations to your form tutor by the end of the week. 

Key Dates 
Mock Results Day: 21 November 
Parents’ Evening: 11 December 
Prom: 2 July @ Black Country Living Museum 
GCSE Exams Begin: 5 May 

 
Keep striving, keep showing up, and keep supporting one another. Every bit of effort you put in
now will pay off in the summer — we believe in you! 



Your sincerely, 
 
Mr Bala 
Director of Post 16

SIXTH FORM

On Thursday 23rd October we welcomed a number of Year 11 students to the Post 16 open evening.
It was a great event which showcased the range of subjects that we offer along with the advice and
guidance. It was great to see so many students attending the event.
Anyone that is interested in applying to the 6th form is welcomed to apply online or to collect a
paper application form, the deadline for applications is 30th March 2026. If you require any further
information, please contact me or pop and see me around school.

Year 12 and 13 students are continuing to work hard in lessons. Year 13 students will be receiving
their mock grades in a few weeks.

Upcoming dates - 

27th November – Visit to University of Birmingham
27th November – Year 13 Parents’ Evening
18th December – Reward trip to Liverpool
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Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

 
To: All Parents/Carers 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

10th November 2025 Our Ref: PG.KH.3399

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Term-Time Holiday Expectations and the Importance of Full Attendance 

I am writing to remind all parents/carers of the serious impact that taking holidays during term time can have on 
your son/daughter’s education, well-being and future success. 

Every day in school matters. When students miss lessons, they miss teaching, discussions and practice that cannot 
be repeated. Even the most able students find it challenging to fully catch up. Research shows that students with 
high attendance achieve considerably better outcomes than those who are frequently absent. 

To put this into perspective: 

90% attendance (equivalent to one day missed every two weeks) means your son/daughter misses four 
        weeks of school per year or half a year of learning by the time they leave secondary school. 

85% attendance equated to nearly six weeks of missed learning each year. 
80% attendance (one day off each week) is the same as missing one full year of education over five years. 

Even short absences can disrupt the flow of learning, affect assessment results and slow progress. In addition to 
academic loss, students who take holidays during term time often find it harder to reintegrate socially when they 
return, missing important class projects, group work and school events. 

Please be reminded that under current Department for Education regulations, schools are not permitted to 
authorise holidays during term time except in exceptional circumstances. Any unauthorised absence may result in 
a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued by the Local Authority. This legal framework is in place to ensure that every 
child receives their full educational entitlement. 

Please do not book holidays during term time. All family travel should be arranged during school holidays, as 
published in the Gospel Oak School Term Dates. If you believe your situation is exceptional, you must submit a 
written request in advance to the Executive Principal. Each case will be considered individually, but please be 
aware that authorisation is rarely approved. 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=20
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=20
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=20
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Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

Parm Grewal 
Vice Principal–Designated Safeguarding Lead 

I appreciate your cooperation in ensuring your son’s/daughter’s attendance remains consistently high. Regular
attendance not only supports strong academic achievement but also promotes confidence, friendships and a
sense of belonging within our school community. 

Yours sincerely, 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
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Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

Miss C Middlehurst
Senior Vice Principal 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

Our Ref: CM.KH.3407 

Your Ref: 

To: Year 11 Parents/Carers 

14th November 2025 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Revision Strategies for Year 11 Students 

In assembly today, Year 11 students have been shown how to create ‘flashcards’ to support their revision; 
students need to be revising now in order to ensure that they will do well next summer when they take their GCSE 
examinations. 

Next week, all students will be given a pack of blank flashcards. Form tutors will give students time in registration 
periods over the next fortnight to begin to make their flashcards and will be checking that each student has made 
at least 50 flashcards to support their revision in Maths, English and/or Science. Students will then be expected to 
use flashcards as part of their revision strategies; teaching staff will be able to ask students to create flashcards in 
all subjects as needed to support revision, knowing that students have been taught how to do this. 

Later on this term, students will be taught another revision strategy called ‘quizzing’; again, form tutors will check 
that students know how to make their own quizzes and teaching staff will be able to ask students to create quizzes 
to support their revision. 

In order to be successful in examinations, students need to rehearse their learning; in other words, they must keep 
practising so that they have the information they need in their memories when they need it in their examinations. 
Good examination results do not happen by accident and are the result of hard work over a sustained period of 
time. 

Please take the time to talk with your daughter and/or son about ‘flashcards’ and about how they should be using 
these to support their revision. Teaching staff may talk with you at our Year 11 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening on 
Thursday 11th December about these; further information about the Year 11 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening will 
follow in due course. 
As always, thank you for your ongoing support of the work of the school. 

Yours faithfully, 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
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Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

 
To: All Parents/Carers 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

14th November 2025 Our Ref: MC.KH.3403

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Re: Emergency Lockdown Procedures 

It is that time of the year where we carry out our annual lockdown procedure drill. Lockdown procedures are 
important and would be used in response to an internal or external incident which could be a threat to the safety 
of staff and students in the school. 

Lockdown procedures may be activated in response to any number of situations including; 

• 
• 
•

• 
• 
• 

Reported incident/civil disturbance in the local community 
An intruder on the school site with the potential to cause harm to children or staff 
A warning being received regarding risk locally of air pollution (smoke plume, gas cloud etc.) or biological, 
chemical or radiological hazards 
A major fire within the vicinity of the school 
The close proximity of a dangerous animal roaming loose 
An extreme weather event 

The school’s procedure aims to minimise disruption to the learning environment whilst ensuring the safety of all 
students and staff. Tutors will be sharing this procedure with their class with the intention of the school carrying 
out an emergency drill to ensure that everyone is clear in what they have to do. 

The drill will take place during the week beginning 17th November and will involve the lockdown alarm being 
sounded. 
Assemblies will be held to remind the students of the importance of having a drill. 

Parents/carers also have a role to play in lockdown procedures. Should a lockdown take place parents/carers are 
asked: 

• 

•

• 

To communicate the same message to their son/daughter that the school is a safe place and the drill is to 
ensure that everyone knows what to do in a real situation 
To be aware that calling the school for additional information could block vital lines of communication 
compromising safety 
Not to attend site until they are instructed to do so by either the school or emergency services, as they 
could place themselves in danger. 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
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Registered Office:
Suite B06 Assay Studios,
141 Newhall Street
Birmingham, England,B31SF 

Company Number: 08166526 
Limited by Guarantee 

 
Mr M Clapham
Estates Services Lead 

•
• 

Not to attempt to make contact with their son/daughter by calling or texting personal mobile phones as
this could place them in danger if an intruder was in the building
To understand that the lockdown may continue for a prolonged period, extending beyond the schools
normal operating hours 

Thank you for your cooperation and support in this crucial aspect of student health and safety. 

Yours sincerely, 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
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