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assembly themes
Assembly focus this week was Resilience

w.c. 03/11 - Expectations

w.c. 10/11 - Anti Bullying week / Odd Socks   
                Day (10 ),  Power of Good,   th

           Remembrance Day (11th)

Please take the time to talk to your
daughter and/or son about what they

have learnt in Assembly.

COMMUNITYSixth Form LETTERS   Year 11

Friday 7  November - Year 10 Quantum Theatre
Visit - Performance of A Christmas Carol

th

Tuesday 11  November - Ski Trip Information
Evening

th

Friday 14  November - Frantic Assemblyth



message from miss
middlehurst, Senior Vice

Principal

Today brings to an end a very busy – and long! – half-term; school staff have had a training day in
school, and I hope that students have had a restful day. For Year 11 and Year 13 students, their
mock examinations have now come to an end and I am sure that many will be looking forward to
very encouraging and positive exam results to help to focus their minds on further hard work for
the rest of the academic year to ensure they succeed next summer. Another ‘end’ is that the front
and back fields will now be out of bounds for all students throughout the school day; this decision
has been taken as the weather changes and to make sure students are not slipping on wet grass
or bringing wet feet into the school building. I am quite certain that a number of our parents and
carers will also be grateful for less mud coming home at the end of the school day! Please do
reinforce this message with your daughter and/or son.
 
Diwali celebrations have been enjoyed in school, with a themed lunch available on the menu and
lots of information shared about the significance of this event. Visitors to the school during the last
week will have seen our decorations in Reception, and also a display about Black History Month.
Thank you, too, to the students who took part in the Diva workshop. Remembrance Day, too, is
approaching and many students in Art lessons have been creating their poppies and plans are well
underway in school to mark this event on 11th November.
 
Our partnerships with local primary schools continue to develop; at the end of last week, Mr
Hackett welcomed Year 6 student from Joseph Turner Primary School to Gospel Oak and delivered
workshops to support the development of computer skills; Mr Bowser and a number of our
students also visited Joseph Turner to meet parents, carers and students as part of their Year 6
events. For our Year 11s, last night saw a very successful post-16 evening with students finding out
about the possible courses they would like to study next year.
 
Thank you for all of your support this half-term; we look forward to welcoming your daughter
and/or son back into school on Monday 3rd November at 8.25am.
 



YEAR TEAM UPDATES

year 7

Mr Wilson and the Year 7 Team 

Well done on completing your first half-term at Gospel Oak, Year 7! We have the best attendance,
most positive points and least negatives for any year group, which shows what an amazing start we
have made to life at secondary school. The three of us are exceptionally proud of you. 

We’re buzzing to share that our school got a ‘Good’ rating in the latest Ofsted inspection! We nailed
it in: 

Behaviour & Attitude 
Personal Development 
Leadership and Management 

This is a brilliant achievement and shows how hard everyone—students and staff—has been
working. Huge thanks and well done to all of you! 

Attendance  
Week 1 98%     Week 2 98%    Week 3 95%     Week 4 93% 

Week 5 93%     Week 6 95%    Week 7 95%    Week 8 95% 

Can we push for the 98% and above the first week back.
 
We have lots of exciting opportunities coming up when you return - our football team will have our
first cup game (more information to follow!), and we have our trip to Winter Funland too; please
make sure you get your permission slips and payment in ASAP. We will also have more information
about our residential trip at the end of the year to share with you when we return! 

Once again, a huge well done and massive thank you for your excellent first half term. We could not
be prouder. Keep it up! 



year 8

Mr Bowser and the Year 8 Team 

🌟 Year 8 Weekly Newsletter 

🪔 Happy Diwali! 
This week we celebrated Diwali, the Festival of Lights! We enjoyed a special assembly led by Mr
Bowser, who shared the meaning and traditions of Diwali with us. It was a wonderful opportunity
to learn about the importance of light, positivity, and new beginnings. 

🏆 Ofsted Results – We Did It! 
We are so proud to share that our school has achieved ‘Good’ status in our recent Ofsted
inspection! 

We received Good in the following areas: 

Behaviour & Attitude 
Personal Development 
Leadership and Management 

This is a fantastic achievement and reflects the incredible journey of improvement and
dedication shown by everyone in our school community. Well done to all staff and students for
helping us reach this milestone! 

📉 Attendance Matters 
We’ve noticed a dip in attendance recently. Our target is 95%, but we’re currently at 92.7%. 
Let’s work together, Year 8, to improve this next half term! Remember — every day in school
counts. Let’s show resilience and commitment as we aim to rise back up to (and beyond!) our
target. 

📚 Homework Update 
After the half term break, homework will be launching for Year 8. Please make sure you have
your logins ready so you can access your assignments easily. Staying on top of homework is a
great way to stay organised and succeed in your studies! 

🍂 Happy October Half Term! 
We wish you all a wonderful October Half Term. Enjoy your well-deserved break, relax, and
recharge — ready to come back refreshed and ready to shine in Half Term 2. 



year 9

Mr Johnson and the Year 9 Team 

🌟 Year 9 Weekly Update 

🪔 Happy Diwali! 

This week, we got to celebrate Diwali, the Festival of Lights! Big thanks to Mr Bowser for leading an
awesome assembly that helped us understand the meaning behind Diwali and its amazing
traditions. It was a great reminder about how light, positivity, and fresh starts can brighten up all
our lives. 

⚽️ Footie Fans, Rejoice! 
Huge shoutout to our Year 9 football team for absolutely smashing it this week! They took on our
rivals Q3 and came out on top with an incredible 4-2 victory! What a game! The team showed
great skill, teamwork, and determination—well done to every single player and coach who made it
happen. You made us proud! 

🏆 Big News – Ofsted Results! 
We’re buzzing to share that our school got a ‘Good’ rating in the latest Ofsted inspection! We nailed
it in: 

Behaviour & Attitude 
Personal Development 
Leadership and Management 

This is a brilliant achievement and shows how hard everyone—students and staff—has been
working. Huge thanks and well done to all of you! 

📉 Attendance – Let’s Boost It! 
Attendance is a bit lower than we want at the moment—92.2% against our target of 95%. Let’s all
try to come back after half term ready to boost those numbers. Remember, every single day
counts! 

📚 Homework Reminder 

After half term, homework will be back for Year 9. Make sure you’ve got your logins ready so you
can keep on top of it. Staying organised with homework is a smart way to succeed! 

🍂 Enjoy the Half Term! 
Take this well-earned break to relax and recharge. Come back ready to smash the next half term! 



year 10

Miss Ralph and the Year 10 Team 

Week 8 of Autumn 1 brings us to the end of a successful half term for the Y10 Family! We have
had a lot to celebrate and a lot of achievements and praise to start our KS4 studies over this half
term, but for one final time before a well deserved break, let’s see what we can shout out this
week!👏 
 

So, where shall we begin this week? 
 
As well as it being the morning meeting focus this week, Mr. Bowser also delivered a wonderful
and enlightening Diwali assembly that beautifully captured the spirit of the Festival of Lights. His
engaging presentation helped students understand the cultural and spiritual significance of
Diwali, promoting themes of light over darkness, kindness, and community. Through his
enthusiasm and thoughtful delivery, Mr. Bowser created an inclusive and uplifting atmosphere
that encouraged everyone to appreciate and celebrate cultural diversity within our school – The
lasting message for us all to take forward is “We all carry our own light. When we share it —
through small acts of kindness and effort — we make this school and our wider community
brighter. So, think about one way you can ‘light up’ someone’s day.” 👥 ✨ 

Our great group shout out this week goes to 10F tutor group AGAIN for being absolutely
untouchable when it comes to their achievement points so far this year taking the total up to an
incredible 10,003 points as a collective tutor family! Big praise and recognition going to Mr Norford
and 10F – Well done this is amazing! 🎉 
Also, a super star shout out this week goes to Astou who has showcased her amazing artistic skills
by designing and creating a canvas to celebrate Black History Month! It really is a beautiful piece of
work that deserves all of the praise and recognition so a big well done Astou, we are super proud of
you!👏 
 
Now, as we look ahead to Autumn 2, it is important that we take the week off to rest, renergise and
reflect on all of the success and achievements that you have all had in the first 8 weeks! Take the
week to yourselves and let’s see what our 10/10 attitude towards learning, our 10/10 mindset
towards success and achievement and our 10/10 positivity every single day can get us when we
return – Let's go Y10, TEAM GREEN FOREVER! 💚  



year 11

Miss Malkin and the Year 11 Team 

What a brilliant end to a busy half term! We want to say a massive well done to every single one of
you for your outstanding conduct and effort during the mock exams. You’ve shown real
maturity, focus and resilience, and we couldn’t be prouder. You’ve truly earned this break – make
sure you take time to rest and recharge! 

After half term, homework will be back, so let’s treat it as a fresh start. Come back ready to get
stuck in, stay organised and keep those lanyards on and out of your bags from day one. 

Your attendance has been amazing, averaging 97.5% – that’s one of the best we’ve seen all year!
Let’s keep this momentum going into the run-up to your GCSEs; every single day in school counts
towards those results you’ve been working so hard for. 

Finally, a huge thank you to everyone who attended Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday.
We hope you enjoyed finding out more about the wide range of subjects we offer and that you’re
now feeling inspired and informed about your next steps. 

Enjoy your well-deserved half-term break, Year 11 – you’ve smashed it!  
 
Key Reminders for After Half Term 

Homework resumes – stay on top of deadlines and make use of your planner. 
Lanyards – must be visible at all times. 
Punctuality – aim for zero late marks in the first week back. 
Uniform standards – blazers on, shirts tucked in, and no hoodies. 
Attendance target: let’s keep that 97%+ streak going! 



Your sincerely, 
 
Mr Bala 
Director of Post 16

SIXTH FORM

Upcoming dates –

27th November - Year 13 Parents’ Evening

18th December – Reward trip to Liverpool One

On Monday 20th October Year 12 attended a Year 12 induction event at Waseley – This event
featured all 4 sixth forms across the trust.  During the event students had talks on writing
personal statements, student finance and growth mindset.  
 
On Thursday 23rd we are holding the 6th Form Open evening where we are inviting Year 11
student that are interested in further studies to gain information of what we offer.  
 
6th form will be open Wednesday 29th October during half term if any student would like to come
in and work.  
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23rd October 2025 

 
To: Year 8 & 9 Parents/Carers 

Our Ref: AHi.KH.3380

Your Ref: 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Year 8 & 9 Homework – Autumn Term Update 

I hope this letter finds you well. We would like to inform you that homework for Year 8 & 9 students will 
commence after the October half-term break. 

To support independent learning and ensure consistency across subjects, homework will be set using the following 
online platforms: 
• Maths: Dr Frost 
• English: Carousel Learning 
• Science: Educake 

All three platforms are accessed using students’ Microsoft school login details (their school email address and 
password). Students will be shown how to log in and use each platform during tutor time before the half-term 
break. 

In addition, both parents/carers and students will be able to monitor homework through ClassCharts. This will 
provide an overview of all home learning tasks, helping students to meet deadlines and supporting communication 
between home and school. 

Students should ensure that they know their ClassCharts login details before the half-term break, as these will be 
essential for tracking their home learning. 

To recognize and encourage positive study habits, students will be rewarded with Aspiration points for completing 
homework on time and for producing work to a high standard. These points contribute towards our whole-school 
rewards system and can be used to access a range of prizes and recognition opportunities. 
Please note that sanctions will be issued after half term for students who fail to complete their home learning. We 
strongly encourage all students to develop positive study habits and take responsibility for their independent 
learning. 

Further information, including guidance on how to use Dr Frost, Carousel Learning, and Educake, will be shared 
with students before the half-term break. 
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Mr A Hickinbottom
Assistant Principal

 
We appreciate your continued support in helping students complete their homework on time and to the best of
their ability. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via the ‘Contact Form’ at Gospel Oak School - 
Contact Us. 

Yours faithfully, 
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