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Assembly focus this week was European

Day of Languages, 26  Septemberth

w.c 29/09 - Misogyny and Incel Culture

w.c 06/10 - World Mental Health Day (10
October)
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Please take the time to talk to your
daughter and/or son about what they

have learnt in Assembly.

COMMUNITYSixth Form   Year 11

Wednesday 1  October - Live Performance
Assemblies

st

Friday 3  October - Shaping Brighter Futuresrd

Tuesday 7  October - WBA Rewards Experienceth

Wednesday 8  October - Year 7 Settling in
Evening

th

Friday 10  October - Futures Fairth



message from miss
middlehurst, Senior Vice

Principal

It has been lovely to have quite a bit of sunshine this week, and students have been able to
make the very most of our extensive school site at break and lunchtime. With lots of students
outdoors, this has brought us one or two challenges with ‘lost’ belongings; for example, a school
bag being put to one side whilst a game of football is being played is mistakenly picked up by
another student as they go back to class. Staff have worked hard with students to reunite
students with their own belongings, but it does lead to very worried students at times,
particularly when they have items such as mobile ‘phones in their bags. Please talk to your
daughter and/or son about making sure they are checking that they are picking up their own
belongings, and do please ensure that clothing and bags have a name label on them to support
with this.
 
As you know, there has been a lot of messaging around Free School Meals recently and our
change to this entitlement only being available at lunchtime; students have adapted very
quickly to this. For all students, both those who receive Free School Meals and those who do
not, there is, though, a real need to ensure understanding of how much money they are
spending to make sure that they do not go into debt. I have written to parents and carers over
the last week or so where students have gone into debt so that you are able to ‘top-up’ their
School Gateway to clear the debts. Students will always be able to have food at school and if
there is an issue with the balance on their account, students can speak to Mrs Quirk in the
Restaurant who will help them; however, it is important to realise that the food must be paid
for. I am working with Aspens, our school caterers, at the moment on the visibility of pricing to
ensure that students know what they are spending. There is also work going on behind the
scenes, too, at school to identify ways that students and/or their parents and carers can check
the balance on School Gateway now that there are no ‘Reval’ units in school as we have moved
away from cash being brought in. Water is available free of charge around school, and I
continue to encourage you to make sure your daughter and/or son brings a water bottle to
school. A reminder, too, to get in touch with us using Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if there
have been any changes to dietary requirements that we need to know about in school; for
example, if an allergy has been diagnosed that you have not informed us about.
 
Year 11 and 13 students do not need reminding that their mock exams are ever closer; keep
checking that they are revising and they are asking their teachers for support if they need more
help or are not sure about something. A big focus for us is making sure students do not miss
out any questions on exam papers; if you write nothing, you will get nothing. Please keep an eye
on homework as it is being completed at home and make sure your daughter and/or son is
attempting and really focusing on what they have been asked to do; it should be challenging,
and should require them to think hard, just as the mock exams and the summer exams next
year will. If it looks to you as if your daughter and/or son has not written enough, they probably
haven’t; tell them to write more!
 
Have a lovely weekend.

https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us


YEAR TEAM UPDATES

year 7

Mr Wilson and the Year 7 Team 

Year 7 Weekly Update  

Another great week for Year 7!  

The energy, enthusiasm, and excellence shown across the board have been:  
 
Low Detentions 
The year group continues to have the lowest number of detentions in the whole school — due to
your focus, and positive behaviour shown both in and out of the classroom.  

The Y7 team have expressed how proud they are of the entire year group. Keep setting the
standard, Year 7.

Open Evening 
Open Evening saw Year 7 out in force! With a huge number of Y7 volunteers, you were seen
throughout the building proudly showcasing our amazing school, taking parents / carers on tours,
and speaking to visitors. Thank you for being such fantastic ambassadors.

Year 7, you have had another amazing week. We need to keep an eye on attendance (it has slipped a
little bit!!) and make sure we are resilient when it comes to having the sniffles. You have shown day
after day what you're truly capable of. Keep pushing, keep working hard – all of your efforts are
being noticed, and you’re setting the tone for a fantastic year ahead! 

Thank you.



year 8

Mr Bowser and the Year 8 Team 

🌟 Hello Year 8! 

We hope you’ve had a great week so far. Here’s your quick update on how things are going and
what to look forward to… 
 
📉 Attendance Matters! 
Last week, we saw a bit of a dip in our attendance — and we know sometimes people are poorly,
but we really need to push back and show that Year 8 resilience we’re known for. Every day in
school really does matter, and the more you're here, the more you're learning and achieving. Let’s
aim high this week and get those numbers back up! 
 
🍰 McMillan Cake Sale Success! 
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who baked, bought, and supported our McMillan Cake Sale — it
was a brilliant success! Your kindness and generosity will go a long way in supporting a fantastic
cause. You should all be very proud of yourselves. 

📝 Homework is Coming! 
Get ready — homework will be coming your way after half term. Now is a great time to start getting
organised: check your planners, tidy your folders, and set some good habits. A little preparation
now will make a big difference later! 
 
👏 Detentions Are Down! 
We are SO proud of how well you’ve been doing — detentions are decreasing and that’s down to
your great choices, focus, and positive attitudes. Keep it up and let’s keep that downward trend
going! 
 
💪 Let’s Finish Strong! 
Let’s make this week our best yet. Show up, work hard, support each other, and keep being the
amazing year group we know you are. 

You’ve got this! 



year 9

Mr Johnson and the Year 9 Team 

Year 9 Weekly Update – A Week to Remember! 🌟 

What an incredible week it’s been for Year 9! The energy, enthusiasm, and excellence shown across
the board have been truly inspiring. Let’s dive into the highlights: 

📉 Record Low Detentions 
For the first time since starting in Year 7, the year group has recorded its lowest number of
detentions — a huge testament to the maturity, focus, and positive behaviour being shown in and
out of the classroom. Both Mr Marrs and Mr Johnson have expressed how proud they are of the
entire year group. Keep setting the standard, Year 9! 

🏫 Open Evening Superstars 
Last week’s Open Evening saw Year 9 out in full force! With a record number of student
volunteers, they were seen throughout the building proudly showcasing our amazing school,
guiding tours, and speaking to visitors. Every single helper has been recognised and rewarded
with achievement points – thank you for being such fantastic ambassadors! 

📈 Attendance on the Rise 
Attendance is looking strong this week with an impressive 92% turnout, marking a significant
improvement on last week’s figures. It’s brilliant to see such commitment to learning – let’s keep it
climbing! 

🌱 ECO Project Launch 
Miss Malkin kicked off the exciting new ECO Project, and the buzz around it has been electric!
An enthusiastic 21 students from Year 9 have already stepped forward to be part of the launch
team and help drive the programme forward. Amazing initiative from a truly switched-on year
group! 

💡 Envision Programme Incoming 
Behind the scenes, Mr Marrs has been working hard with his Envision cohort, preparing for their
official launch on 6th October. This incredible initiative will encourage students to develop
creative, innovative solutions to real-life challenges within our local community. Watch this
space – Year 9 are ready to make an impact! 

🌍 A Celebration of Languages 
This week, Mrs Brown led a brilliant assembly on the importance of languages, which saw full
engagement from the students. The highlight? A surprise performance of Mr Johnson’s Spanish
skills, honed through his dedication to Duolingo – ¡excelente! 

In Summary… 
Year 9, you have been unbelievable this week. From behaviour and attendance to leadership and
creativity, you’ve shown what you're truly capable of. Keep pushing forward – your efforts are being
noticed, and you’re setting the tone for a fantastic year ahead! 
Let’s keep the momentum going! 🚀 



year 10

Miss Ralph and the Year 10 Team 

Week 4 of Autumn 1 has been another one to celebrate for the Y10 family! We are continuously
getting positive comments of how well Y10 have settled into their KS4 studies and this week
both Miss Ralph and Mrs Kler have been able to witness this with their own eyes in lessons visits
– To say we are proud is an understatement so please keep this up! Attendance still needs to be
our priority please Y10 as our figures are up and down at the moment so we must resolve this
by following the BASICS and ensuring that every day we are on time and attending – That is the
way we are all going to succeed and achieve!👏 
 
So, where shall we begin? 

As mentioned, this week there are so many great groups that deserve a shout out because of
their 10/10 work ethic, their 10/10 effort in all tasks and for settling in to those new subjects so
well!  

Starting strong with 10D/Textiles who have this week created some absolutely beautiful pieces
of Art work! Miss Ralph was wowed to see chocolate bars, crisps and sweet treats being brought
to life through the use of a needle and thread! This class really showed some talent and Mrs
Martin cannot praise you enough – Please keep this up as you are all wonderful and we cannot
wait to see what more amazing creative pieces you can bring to our family! 🎨 

Second great group shout out this week goes to 10B/ Spanish, wow where do I start? Mrs Brown
in her own words said “this group are a delight to teach and are a credit to your year group, it
just shows what hard work and consistency can do because what an amazing group of students
they are!”. You are all absolutely triunfando! (Look at Miss Ralph go!)🎉 

Lastly a great group or should I say GROUPS shout out this week goes to all of the English classes
for how they are currently responding to the study of A Christmas Carol! Both Miss Edwards and
Mrs Tiso have been going in to Y10 English lessons over this week and commenting on how hard
the students are working, how well they are responding to feedback to improve and how much
enthusiasm they are putting into the study of the novella – As an English teacher, this makes Miss
Ralph’s heart burst with pride so please keep this up!👏✨ 

A final note from me is that as we look ahead to the rest of our Y10 journey we must mention and
make reference to work experience that will happen at the end of this academic year. Letters
were given to all students this week to take home to start discussing and finding their placements
– Please can we urge that this is looked at and prioritised early so that all students have that
opportunity to go out into the big wide world and experience a day in the life of what their futures
WILL look like! It is so important that we make this happen for all students, so please look into this
with and for them and get in touch if you need anything! 🌍 
 
Now, as we look ahead to week 5 of Autumn 1, let’s see what our 10/10 attitude towards learning,
our 10/10 mindset towards success and achievement and our 10/10 positivity every single day
can get us – Let's go Y10, TEAM GREEN FOREVER! 💚 



year 11

Miss Malkin and the Year 11 Team 

Attendance – Our Biggest Priority 
Our attendance has dropped this week to 90% – well below the 96% minimum we expect.
Remember: if you’re not here, you can’t succeed. Every lesson missed is knowledge, practice and
exam prep you can’t get back. 

Only 11C, 11A, 11F and 11B managed to hit over 95% this week – well done to those tutor groups.
Everyone else needs to raise the game. Let’s see every form pushing above 96% next week. 

Punctuality & Line-Ups 
Arrive promptly every morning. Even a couple of minutes late builds up to hours of lost learning
over the year. Year 11 should be setting the tone for the whole school. 

Uniform Standards 
Year 11 are role models. That means: 

Blazers on in corridors 
Shirts tucked in 
Lanyards on and around your necks at all times 

High standards in uniform show high expectations for yourself. 

Homework & Daily Habits 
Homework detentions run daily in F3 at lunchtime, head up and complete your work before
grabbing food. Remember, your lunchtime detentions are only 20 minutes long. Too many are still
leaving work until the last minute. Success comes from small daily habits – complete homework
and revision every day so it doesn’t build up. 

Key Dates – Lock These In 
These are the milestones that matter most for Year 11:  

Mock Exams – Monday 13th October: full preparation starts now. Timetables should already
be underway. 
Sixth Form Open Evening – Thursday 23rd October: compulsory for all. This is your chance
to explore subjects, speak to staff, and start making decisions about next year. 
Parents’ Evening – Thursday 11th December: a vital check-in ahead of the final push into
exam season. 

Around School 

A huge thank you to everyone who donated, baked, and contributed to our Macmillan Bake
Sale on Friday – we raised an amazing amount for a brilliant cause. 
Year 11 prefects continue to impress with their leadership and reliability on duty. 
Clubs & Extracurricular: don’t forget to check the schedule outside the office and get involved
– balance and wellbeing matter too. 



Your sincerely, 
 
Mr Bala 
Director of Post 16

SIXTH FORM

Upcoming events –

23rd Oct – Post 16 Open Evening

Thank you to all the 6th forms that took part in the Year 6 Open evening on Thursday - It was
positive to see so many helping with staff supporting subjects and supporting tours.

Students are continuing to work hard in both supervised study and the collaborative learning
hub, it is important that students attend these sessions to support with their in class learning. 

Year 13 are preparing for their mocks which will take place in October
 
We are still currently taking applications for year 12 so contact us on -
sixthformenquiry@gospeloakschool.co.uk. 

mailto:sixthformenquiry@gospeloakschool.co.uk
mailto:sixthformenquiry@gospeloakschool.co.uk
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