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upcoming daTES
Wednesday 7  May - Year 9

Armed Forces Showcase

th

Wednesday 7  May - Envision
Programme

th

Monday 19  May - Year 9 Mental
Health Awareness Course

th

Thursday 22  May - Trust
Rounders Tournament

nd

assembly themes
Assembly focus this week was Term

Ahead - Expectations

w/c 05/05 - VE Day
w/c 12/05 - Self-harm

Please take the time to talk to your
daughter and/or son about what 

they have learnt in Assembly.

COMMUNITYSixth Form



message from miss
middlehurst, Senior Vice

Principal

We’ve had some beautiful weather this week to mark the beginning of the summer
term. It has been lovely to see the students enjoying the sunshine at break and
lunchtime; the school fields have now been opened up with the better weather.
Uniform expectations remain the same and students have been reminded of this in
assembly. A reminder, too, that aerosols are not to be used on school site; for
students, staff and visitors with asthma and other medical conditions, aerosols can
cause some very serious health problems. If students need hayfever medication,
this should be given to School Reception so that its use can be monitored in line
with our procedures; please do get in touch via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if
you have any questions about this.
 
Year 11 and Year 13 students are very much in the final stages of preparation for
their summer exams; I cannot overstate the importance of effort and hard work at
this point in the academic year for these students. Good exam results improve life
chances; and achieving a grade 4 or above in English and Maths now means that
Year 11 students will not have to repeat these exams in their post-16 studies. Please
do keep ensuring that your daughter and/or son is completing their revision at
home; thank you for your support. I know that parents and carers of our students
who are not sitting external exams this summer will be making sure that the
importance of hard work in all year groups is being reinforced at home; this key
message will bring rewards in the future. I would also remind you that nerves from
students at this time of year is perfectly normal and natural; these are vitally
important exams.
 
Preparations are well underway for Year 7-9 assessments in a number of subjects
from 19th May; further information will be provided to parents and carers and
students about these in due course.
 
I hope you have a lovely Bank Holiday weekend, and look forward to seeing your
daughter and/or son back in school on Tuesday morning at 8.25am.



YEAR TEAM UPDATES

year 7

Year 7:

Welcome Back! 
We hope you all had a fantastic Easter break and are feeling refreshed and ready
for the final push before summer! This half term is a short one – just 19 school
days – so it’s really important that everyone makes the most of every day. 

Attendance Matters 
A huge thank you to all parents and carers for your continued support with
attendance. We finished the last week of the previous term on 95% attendance,
which is absolutely outstanding! Let’s aim even higher this half term – 100%
attendance is our goal. 

Positive Behaviour 
It was fantastic to see a real improvement in behaviour during the final week of
last term. Well done to everyone who showed kindness, respect, and responsibility
– let’s keep that going! 

Year 7 vs Year 8 Football Fixture 
We’re excited to announce a friendly football match between our Year 7 and Year
8 teams, taking place on Tuesday 6  May at Gospel Oak School on the astroturf.
Parents and carers are welcome to attend but must sign in at reception and will
be escorted to the pitch. Come along and support the teams! 

th

Mr Bowser and the Year 7 Team



year 8

Year 8: 

We hope you had a restful and enjoyable break. As we begin the Summer 1 half
term, we’re excited to share just how much is in store for your child over the next
few weeks here at Gospel Oak. This half term may be short, but it
is packed with meaningful opportunities – in the classroom, across enrichment
experiences, and beyond. 
 
🌟 A Half Term Full of Opportunity 
Over the next four weeks, Year 8 students will be diving into some brilliant
learning across subjects, with engaging lessons designed to inspire curiosity,
confidence, and creativity. Whether it is exploring exciting new topics in English
and Science, or solving real-world problems in Maths and Humanities, this half
term is all about challenge and discovery. 
We are also offering a range of wider opportunities to help students grow –
including guest speakers, enrichment sessions, and important PSHE discussions
that tackle difficult and exciting topics. It is a valuable time for students to try new
things and create memories that will
shape their school journey. 
 
🎯 “Don’t Break the Streak” – Attendance Challenge 
We have launched our “19 Day – Don’t Break the Streak!” attendance challenge to
encourage consistent attendance this half term. The idea is simple: attend school
every day for 19 days and you could win exciting prizes! 
More importantly, every single day in school counts. Students who are present,
engaged, and taking part in lessons and activities have a far better chance of
achieving their full potential – not just academically, but socially and emotionally
too. 

Please support us by encouraging your child to attend daily, arrive on time, and
give every day their best. 



 
A Strong Start, A Stronger Finish 
Your child has already achieved so much this year. Their growing confidence,
independence and determination haven’t gone unnoticed,
and we’re incredibly proud of how far they’ve come. Let’s work together to help
them end this half term even stronger. With exciting lessons, positive routines, and
daily attendance, we know Year 8 can continue to shine. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Warm regards, 

Mr Johnson and the Year 8 Team 



year 9

Year 9: 

Happy Summer 1 Half Term Y9! Crazy to think we are halfway through another
incredible Year together on this Gospel Oak Journey! 
 
A big welcome back and happy first week for all of the Y9 Family! As Miss Ralph
stated on Monday during the first line up of the week to students, this half term is a
short and sweet but an extremely important one for our Y9 family as we continue to
knuckle down in our lessons and look ahead on our journey at Gospel Oak to our
options that will start in Y10. Over the course of the next 4 weeks there will be lots of
opportunities and experiences thrown in Y9s direction and I urge all students every
day to take all experiences and opportunities with both hands as it is important we
build up these memories that only come once in our schooling lifetime!  
 
Starting strong we have the “19 day – Don't break the streak!” attendance
incentive that is currently running and all you have to do Y9 is follow that
BASIC rule of BE IN SCHOOL to be in with the chance of some amazing prizes –
Sounds good right? Make sure you are in every day to get your name in the
raffles and the draws! 

Reflecting on our success so far and thinking ahead over the next 4 weeks is crucial
for us all - The Y9 students have sustained a great attitude and persona so far this
year with the correct 10/10 mindset and attitude in order to succeed and achieve
here at GOS and the Year Team look forward to them continuing to progress and
develop in a positive way over the next 4 weeks! Let’s show everyone why we really
are the #BestYearTeam! 💚 

Miss Ralph and the Year 9 Team



year 10

Year 10:

After a challenging term working through our mocks we are all extremely intrigued
and excited to hear how and where we have succeeded and where our focus needs
directing to. Students have today been handed a revision booklet to follow and use
which outlines deadlines, topics and resources to help with the organisation of their
courses. This term is short and sweet but of course we continue to strive achieving
The Basics...                      
 

Being on time = After seeing students arriving for their 8:25 start time last
term we are expecting exactly the same, every day is a mock day as far as we
are concerned now. 
Attend every day = Of course attendance taking the same stance, we hit
some incredible numbers last term and we continue to call every morning and
every night for absences. 
Show respect = As a school we are working hard on respecting the
environment around the school, please encourage your child to put their litter
in the bin and use our new recycling bins designed by the students, this also
refers when on the field. 
follow Instructions first time round = Detentions have increased in some
areas for silly behaviour, please keep yourselves posted on Classcharts to
ensure conversations are being had at home. If you need any log in’s please
email year10enquiry@gospeloakschool.co.uk 
Come equipped = Pens, pens, pens please. 
Smartly dressed = We are finding a much better turn out to following the
uniform policy, thank you, students know that if they arrive in non-uniform
they will borrow if not they will be placed into refocus until 4pm for defiance.
Please keep an eye out for ties. 

Exciting opportunities to look forward to... 

Police Recruitment Friday 20th June 
Work Experience Tuesday 1st – Thursday 3rd July

Miss Malkin and the Year 10 Team 



year 11

Year 11:
 
This is the final push — the last few weeks before your exams begin. Every single
decision you make now matters. These next few weeks are about giving yourself the
best possible chance on results day. 
Your focus needs to be clear: 

Be in every lesson, on time, ready to learn. 
Make the most of every single minute with your teachers — they are here to
support you, but you need to show up, engage, and ask for help where you need
it. 
There is no time for standing around on corridors, wasting moments that could
be spent preparing yourself properly. The students who succeed are the ones
who turn up, focus, and keep going. 

 
Outside of lessons, use your time actively revising. Small, focused bursts of revision,
done regularly, will always beat cramming. Use the resources your teachers are
giving you. Attend the interventions that are being put on for you — these are
designed to help you succeed. 
 
We know that for many of you, Prom is something to really look forward to — a
celebration of your hard work and your journey through Gospel Oak. Make sure your
choices now mean you can be there, proud of what you’ve achieved. 
 
On a practical note: you are now not required to wear your blazers for the remainder
of this term. If you are willing to donate your blazer to help future Year 11 students,
we would really appreciate it. Please hand any blazer donations into reception as
soon as possible. Your support with this makes a real difference. 
 
Remember — the effort you put in now will shape the results you open on that
envelope this summer. Stay focused, make the right choices, use the support around
you, and finish strong. 

Mr Wilson and the Year 11 Team
 



 
Your sincerely, 
 
Mr Bala 
Associate Assistant Principal Post 16

SIXTH FORM

Week

   Student of 
the

 

Events – 
 
8th – 10th July - Year 12 work experience

We welcome back all 6th form students; we hope that you had a restful break.  

Students are continuing to work hard especially year 13 who have A levels starting
next week.  

A reminder to be logging on and completing your online learning. 

We are still taking applications for anyone that would like to join the Gospel Oak 6th
Form. 

Year 12 student of the week – Ruth O  
Year 13 student of the week – Varni 
Year12 attendance – 97 % 
Year 13 attendance – 96 % 
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To: Parents/Carers 

2nd May 2025 

 
Miss S Bott 
Senior Vice Principal 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands DY4 0BZ 

T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

 Our Ref: SBO.KH.3272

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: No Aerosol Policy 

I am writing to inform you that Gospel Oak School has a no aerosol policy. This decision has been made following 
careful consideration of the potential dangers associated with the use of aerosol sprays within the school 
environment. 

Aerosol sprays, such as deodorants, air fresheners and other similar products, can pose serious health risks due to 
the chemicals they contain. The use of such products in closed spaces can lead to allergic reactions, respiratory 
issues, and may cause discomfort for some individuals, particularly those with asthma or other respiratory 
conditions. 

To ensure the safety and well-being of all our students and staff, we are asking that aerosol sprays no longer be 
brought onto the school premises. We will be communicating this message clearly to both staff and students, and 
we will ensure that everyone understands the rationale behind this policy. 

We appreciate your support in reinforcing this change with your son/daughter and helping us to create a safer school 
environment for all. 

Kind regards, 
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Our Ref: CM.KH.3271 

Your Ref: 

To: Yr 11 Parents/Carers 

2nd May 2025 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: GCSE and BTEC Summer Exam Series 
The external exam series begins on Tuesday 6th May. Lessons will continue in school for all students until 3.00pm 
on Friday 13th June. Lessons will focus on revision techniques and guidance on maximising every opportunity to 
gain as many marks as possible on the exam papers. As appropriate to the exam timetable, additional revision 
sessions for specific subjects will be held before exams; each student will be provided with their own timetable for 
their exams, lessons and revision sessions each week during this exam period. 

A celebration assembly will be held on Friday 23rd May; details will be shared in school with students about this. 

Students are responsible for knowing when their exams take place; this information has been provided to you, 
too, previously. If you require a further copy of this information, please contact School Reception (0121 556 1351) 
or via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us. Email updates will also be sent to you via Arbor to remind you of the exams 
taking place the following day which involve your daughter and/or son. 

Students have been reminded of how they must conduct themselves in exams through their assembly this week, 
and I strongly recommend that you read IFC-Written_Examinations_2024_FINAL.pdf again with your daughter 
and/or son; this document is the written information for students from the Joint Council for Qualifications. Please 
note that it is our duty to inform the relevant organisational bodies of any malpractice in order to preserve the 
integrity of the examination system so that they are able to decide if a student should be penalised and/or 
disqualified from an individual exam or more. Students have had this information reinforced to them again this 
week during assemblies. 

During the exam period, regardless of whether students have an exam or not, they should arrive at school for 
8.25am as usual and will be registered by their form tutor. Please remember that breakfast is available every day 
free of charge in the Restaurant from 8.00am. If your daughter or son is not in school, a telephone call will 
continue to be made to you to find out where they are and when they will be arriving; a home visit may then be 
undertaken with a view to collecting your daughter or son to ensure that they attend their exam. Parents and 
carers may be invoiced for the cost of an exam should their daughter or son fail to attend an exam that they have 
been entered for; this is a cost of approximately £65 per examination paper. 

Students will remain in school each day in lessons and/or revision sessions until 3.00pm; if they have an exam 
which ends after 3.00pm, they will remain until the end of the exam. Lessons and revision sessions will be staffed 
by specialist teachers and will ensure that final revision points and guidance are delivered to support your 
daughter or son to achieve the best possible grade. I would also ask that you ensure that your daughter or son also 
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Miss C Middlehurst
Senior Vice Principal 

ensures that they have their own revision materials with them at all times in school so that they are able to make
the very most of every available opportunity to revise. 

To support our Year 11 students with revision, the LRC (Library) is available from 8.00am each day, and at break
and lunchtime; Year 11 students are also able to use the Sixth Form area from 3.00pm each day for revision.
Students continue to have access to online platforms to support their revision. 

Students must wear their school uniform for exams. They should continue to attend school in either their blazer or
hoodie as part of their uniform; students are unable to wear hoodies in the exam and they may choose to not
wear their blazer. 

Following the completion of exams, if students have revision guides that they no longer need, I would be very
grateful if you could encourage them to leave these at Reception so that other students in the school can make
use of these in the future. Similarly, if there are items of school uniform and/or PE kit – including school shoes
and/or trainers - which are no longer needed, please arrange for these to be left at Reception so that they can be
put to good use. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all of your support as your daughter and/or son continues
their preparation for these exams; good exam results directly link to improved life chances. Please do get in touch
via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if you have any questions or need any further support. 

Yours faithfully, 
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COMMUNITY

https://go.elevateeducation.com/ukschoolwebinar


Dear Parents/Carers,
We understand how important emotional wellbeing and mental health are for
our students as well as those around them. To help support families, we
would like to signpost you to the Sandwell All-Age Emotional Wellbeing and
Mental Health Directory.
This directory provides a wide range of services, support groups and
resources for all age groups, from children to adults, locally and nationally.
Whether you're looking for advice, counselling services, or wellbeing activities,
the directory is a useful starting point to find the right support.
You can access the directory here: Gospel Oak School - Community Hub
If you have any questions or need support accessing services, please do not
hesitate to contact us via the contacts page.  

Dr Grewal
Vice Principal




