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Today brings to an end a very busy term. It has been another very busy week in school with a  
really enjoyable final day; Year 11 have been to Drayton Manor, and Years 7-10 have taken part  
in a drop-down afternoon with a variety of activities including dance, art, football, CSI Science  
experiments, and escape room challenges to name just a few. A number of our sixth formers have  
been cleaning cars to raise money for Birmingham Children’s Hospital, another example of the great  
work that our students do to support others. I hope your daughter and/or son has had a good day  
and very positive experiences. Year 10 and 12, I am sure, will be particularly ready for a break after  
their fortnight of exams; results will follow in the coming weeks. 
 
Whilst a break is extremely important for staff and students, I know that our Year 11 and Year 13s will be using the 
time very wisely as they continue to prepare for their upcoming exams. When we return after Easter, exams will be 
taking place from the second day back and I know that all members of our school community will support these two 
year groups as they embark on such a significant period; good exam results open doors and opportunities. As such, 
additional interventions continue to be held where students need specific further input to help them to achieve the 
very best possible grades; I know that many of our Year 11 and 13 students will choose to come in at Easter, too, to 
take part in Exam Masterclasses.  
 
Please note that our method of communication with school -  Gospel Oak School - Contact Us – will not be being 
accessed over the Easter holiday, so communications will not be responded to until week beginning 28th April. A 
reminder, too, that we ask that parents and carers do not contact individual staff by email as we are unable to track 
these individual communications; Gospel Oak School - Contact Us is monitored daily during the school term. You may 
wish to use time over the holiday period to ensure that school uniform and PE kit are as they need to be; a reminder 
that Gospel Oak School - Uniform tells you what is needed.  
 
Thank you for all of your ongoing support; we look forward to welcoming your daughter and/or son back into school 
at 8.25am on Monday 28th April. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates 

Wednesday 30th April – Year 9 and Year 10  
                                           Celebration Assemblies 
 
Wednesday 30th April – RSA8 Trust Project – Talk the  
                                           Talk Workshop, Arrow Vale 
 
Thursday 1st May – Year 7 and Year 8 Celebration  
                                    Assemblies 
 
Friday 2nd May – Year 9 DTP Vaccines 
 
Wednesday 7th May – Year 9 Armed Forces Showcase 
 
Wednesday 7th May – Envision Programme,  
                                        Blakemore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assembly Themes 

 
Assembly focus this week was Vaisaikhi 
 
w/c 28/04 – Term Ahead – Expectations 
w/c 05/05 – VE Day 
 
Please take the time to talk to your child about 
what they have learnt in Assembly. 

https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=32
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   Year Team Updates – w.e 11/04/2025 

 
Year 7: 

  Year 7 Update – End of Term Highlights & Important Information    
As we approach the Easter break, we’d like to take a moment to reflect on what has been a vibrant last week for 
our Year 7s! From academic progress to extracurricular excitement, it’s been brilliant to see so many students 
engaging positively with school life.  

  

 

 

 

 

         Attendance Matters!  
Last week, our Year 7 attendance dipped slightly to 92.6%, 
which is still below the national average. We are aiming 
high with a target of 95%, and every single day in school 
makes a difference. Regular attendance ensures students 
don’t miss out on vital learning, build strong routines, and 
fully engage in school life. Let’s work together to improve 
this figure—everyday counts!  

 
 

 

       Punctuality Progress – Huge Improvement!  
A massive well done to Year 7 for a phenomenal improvement in punctuality!  
In the week commencing 24/03/25, we had 165 minutes of lost learning due to lateness. Last week 
(commencing 31/03/25), that number dropped dramatically to just 31 minutes! Outstanding progress—let’s 
keep this up!  
  
✍ Brilliant Club Returns  
We were delighted to welcome Tina back to school last week as part of the Brilliant Club. Students worked hard 
on their essays, receiving valuable, constructive feedback to help improve their writing around their art project. 
We are so proud of their commitment and development!  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



    Girls' Netball Team Victory!  
A huge congratulations to our girls' netball team, who secured their first win in a tightly contested fixture 
against Phoenix, with a 1-0 victory! The determination, teamwork and spirit on display were outstanding. Well 
done girls—we are proud of you!  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

  Outstanding Ambassadors at Ocker Hill  
We’d like to give a special shout-out to Biatris, Lucas, 
Gavin, Anisha and Sophie, who showed exemplary 
behaviour and maturity while attending the Year 5 & 
6 Parents Evening at Ocker Hill. They supported Mr. 
Bowser in welcoming parents and future students, 
speaking with confidence and warmth. They did us 
proud—thank you for representing Year 7 so 
brilliantly!  
 

 

    Behaviour and Achievement Points  
Positive behaviour is always recognised, and last week we saw a fantastic increase in achievement points—from 
12,023 to 13,559!  
 
Thank you to all parents and carers for your continued support in helping us uphold expectations and 
encouraging positive behaviour.  
  

      Sparx Homework Champions  
 
A big well done to our Sparx Stars for their outstanding homework efforts:  
 

             Sparx Reader:  

      Gold – Saad O  

      Silver – Arthur C  

      Bronze – Poppie-Rae P  
 

       Sparx Maths:  

      Gold – Arthur C  

      Silver – Harrison G  

      Bronze – Henika S  

      Sparx Science:  
 



      Gold – Abigail S  

      Silver – Finley G  

      Bronze – Lexi T  
 
Keep up the fantastic work—your consistency is inspiring!  
 

      Happy Easter & A Few Reminders  
We would like to wish all our students and their families a very Happy Easter and a well-deserved break. Upon 
returning to school, please ensure your child is fully prepared:  

• Uniform: Correct school uniform must be worn.  
• Equipment: Please ensure students come with the basics—black pen, purple pen, pencil, ruler,  
      and rubber—as we’ve noticed an increase in missing items recently.  

 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       Don’t forget to check out the image below to see where children can eat for free over Easter—a great way 
to support families during the holiday!  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enjoy your break and see you all in the new term, refreshed and ready to go!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 8: 
This week has been another fantastic one for Year 8 at Gospel Oak School! Mr. Johnson, Miss Smith, and Mr. 
Marrs continue to be blown away by the incredible accountability students are showing when it comes to their 
behaviour—way to go, Year 8! Not only did the year group impress with their behaviour, but they also made a 
huge achievement by cutting their total minutes late to lessons from 168 to just 88—what an incredible 
improvement! Attendance was a bit of a dip at 91.9% (down from 92.6% last week), but the year group is 
determined to raise those numbers and hit a new high next week!   
 
In assembly, Mr. Bhatti delivered a fascinating talk on Islam and its teachings during the time of Eid, and he 
couldn't have been more impressed with Year 8's fantastic behaviour and focus. Mr. Johnson has been working 
hard to secure the Barclays Life Skills program for Year 8, which will launch after half-term. The whole year group 
will get involved, along with further students for some exciting 1-to-1 intervention work. Watch this space for 
more updates! It’s been a week of great learning, impressive achievements, and even greater energy—keep it 
up, Year 8!  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 9:  
The final week of a super busy half term for the Y9 family and lots to  
shout about and praise this week! Some “EGG-CELLENT” opportunities  
have been thrown our way this week with students taking part in drop-
down activities on Friday 11th April to end this half term in an “EGG-
CITING” way! Easter egg hunts, prize live draws, football games, escape 
rooms, team building and of course, our Y9 personal favourite Just-Dance 
and Karaoke! What a way to end such a busy but memorable half term 
together!  

 
As we come to the end of this half term and prepare to break up for a well-deserved Easter break, we need to 
reflect on some key priorities. Attendance: attendance has been very up and down over this half term and we 
must prioritise getting it back to where we know it can be! Our average dipped again slightly last week to 
89.7% which is not where it needs to be! In the Summer 1 half term on our return after the break, we need to 
aim for 93% and above every single day, are you up to that challenge Y9? Can we achieve and succeed with 
those figures? Thank you to the many students in our family that despite being unwell, still showed up and gave 
their best – This needs to continue and we need to aim for 93% and above every day. The 10/10 attitude, effort 
and attainment in lessons is a true testament to your dedication to your education and your Y9 journey so far. 
We all need to ensure we are doing this to prove that attendance matters.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A reminder of something that Miss Ralph speaks of daily, everything you do now Y9 is part of your journey into 
your future and you being at school, following the BASICS and getting it right really does make the difference! 
Options have now been picked and Miss Tanner is finalising the blocks so that we can start to look ahead 
towards that future pathway of our chosen subjects that will lead to our future careers and adult jobs and 
journeys! You know more than anyone that it’s never too early to start thinking about the skills and experiences 
that will shape your futures, and you know that Miss Ralph, Mr Bhatti and Mrs Kler will continue to encourage 
every student to take ownership of their learning journey from now. The only way is up for you all Y9, but 
remember, education is your power with anything and everything you want to do, but YOU are the only ones 
that can make it happen! 10/10 always!  

 

 
Year 10:  
Students have shown us solid punctuality and attendance to school during the mock period we expect the same 
each day moving forward into the summer term. 
  
At KS4, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 11 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.9 
times more likely to achieve the Grade 5 in English and Maths GCSE compared to pupils who only attended 90-
95% of the time (relating to up to 2 weeks more time in school over the course of a year) and 3 times more likely 
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 - 6 weeks more time in school). 
This means missing just 10 days of year 11 reduced the likelihood of achieving grade 5 in English and Maths by 
around 50%.   
Pupils who attended school 90-95% of them time were also 1.6 times more likely to achieve Grade 5 in Maths 
and English GCSE compared to pupils who only attended 85-90% of them time, relating to an additional 2-4 
weeks in school. This demonstrates there are improvements in the chance of success from increased attendance 
by one absence band.  
At lower attendance levels, KS4 pupils who only attend between 50 and 55% of the time are 1.6 times more 
likely to achieve 9-5 in Maths and English GCSE than students who are severely absent and attend less than 50% 
of sessions. Increased attendance from severely absent to 60-65% (equating to approximately an extra 4-6 
weeks in school) is associated with double the likelihood of the expected outcome compared with pupils who 
attend <50% of the time.  
 

 
Year 11:  
Masterclasses for Y11 will be running during the school holiday. Students can bring their letter to school 
reception if they are attending on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday at the start of the holidays – the 
full list of masterclasses is in last week’s eZine. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Form 
 

6th form students have continued to work hard – Year 12 with their mocks and Year 13 with their 
upcoming examinations.  

 

The 6th form area will be open Monday and Tuesday during half term for any 6th form students that want 
to have a place to learn.  

 

A reminder to be logging on and completing your online learning.  

 

We are still taking applications for anyone that would like to join the Gospel Oak 6th Form.  
 
Your sincerely,  
 
Mr Bala   
Associate Assistant Principal Post 16 
 
 
Year 12 student of the week – Lesha  
 

Year 13 student of the week – Varni  
 

Year12 attendance – 97 %  
 

Year 13 attendance – 96 %  
 

 
Events –   
 
8th – 10th July - Year 12 work experience  
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: Year 11 Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
4th April 2025 
 

 Our Ref: SBO.KH.3261 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Year 11 Uniform  

As we approach the end of the academic year, we would like to acknowledge that some Year 11 students may be 
facing difficulties with their uniform, whether due to shoes breaking or trousers ripping. We completely understand 
that, especially at this time of year, it may not make sense to purchase new items. 
 
However, we have noticed that a significant number of students are choosing to wear incorrect uniform items, 
despite the availability of alternatives. In light of this, we want to remind everyone of the expectations for uniform 
going forward. 
 
We are pleased to inform you that Year 11 students will be permitted to wear their Leavers’ Hoodies after the Easter 
holidays. However, students are still expected to wear school shoes — absolutely no white trainers or leggings are 
allowed. 
 
Additionally, we have a large stock of brand new uniform items that students are welcome to wear. We encourage 
you to make use of these items if needed. 
 
As the role models of the school, Year 11 students play a key part in maintaining the standards we uphold.  
Allowing these standards to slip in Year 11 can ultimately impact the rest of the school community. We appreciate 
your support in ensuring that all students continue to present themselves appropriately as we finish the year. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Miss S Bott 
Senior Vice Principal 

centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk                                Registered Office:                                      Company Number: 08166526 
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk                              Suite B06 Assay Studios,                           Limited by Guarantee 
@CRSTrust                                                                     141 Newhall Street 
0121 270 3117                                                              Birmingham, England, B31SF 
 

 

http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
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Water Bottles 
 
Students must NOT leave lessons to  
fill up water bottles or to ask for water;  
this impacts on learning time. If students 
want water, they must fill up their water 
bottle at break or lunchtime. If they do not have a 
water bottle, they can buy one using their 
ClassCharts’ points. 
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