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I know that this will be another very busy couple of weeks for our Year 10 students; they have their
Year 10 exams and | know that many of them have been revising hard. A big part of exam
preparation is understanding the routines and regulations for exams, and | know you will be
supporting your daughter or son in this process. Expectations have been reiterated to Year 10
previously in assembly and they will have constant reminders to support them to do everything
‘right’ over the next fortnight. Year 11 and Year 13 are completing revision activities in class as they
move ever closer to their external exams, and, where additional support is needed, extra revision
sessions are being provided; | will write to you later this term with information about the Exam
Masterclasses which are running at Easter which you may want your daughter or son to take part in.

Attendance is key to exam success; this message has been reinforced again this week and you will see the importance
of this later in the eZine in the Year Team updates. There are a lot of statistics around attendance and how crucial it is
to future life chances; it is very simple, though, and the key message is attending school every day will mean you
achieve better exam results and will be paid more in your future employment. A huge thank you for all of your
support in ensuring that your daughter or son is in school and learning every day.

Year 9 and Year 10 students took part in the Girton College Roadshow today; they have learnt about opportunities for
studying at the University of Cambridge. | know there will be many of our students who have been inspired by this
and will be aiming to achieve a place for university study there in the future; as you know, a huge part of our work is
about supporting students to make choices about their futures and providing this information underpins our careers’
work.

I hope you have a restful weekend; as always, please get in touch if needed via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us .

Assembly Themes

r " Assembly focus this week was Women’s History
Upcoming Dates Month

Thursday 10" April — Year 7 Parents’ Evening
w/c 31/03 - Eid

Friday 11" April — Year 11 Drayton Manor Trip

w/c 07/04 — Autism Awareness

Please take the time to talk to your child about
what they have learnt in Assembly.



https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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Year Team Updates —w/e 21/03/2024

Year 7:

Last week was a truly productive and inspiring one for our Year 7 students, packed with exciting learning
opportunities and extracurricular activities.

Firstly, our students played a key role in raising awareness for the deaf community. Several students took
Ipart in British Sign Language (BSL) interventions, enhancing their communication skills and understanding
of the deaf community. We were also privileged to welcome Damien Wood, a player from the England
Deaf Football Team, who delivered an incredible football coaching session. He shared his experiences of
Iplaying at the highest level and taught students some BSL to help bridge communication gaps in sport.

In addition, our Brilliant Club was back in action! The group was delighted to have Tina, their PhD tutor,
lguiding them through their academic journey. With her expertise and support, students are refining their

skills as they prepare to write their essays — an excellent opportunity to develop higher-level thinking and
fresearch abilities.




Another exciting event was the launch of our Morgan Stanley programme, which introduced students to
essential career skills and goal setting. They worked collaboratively to design innovative ideas for a
‘Dragons’ Den’-style pitch. In a few months, they will present their environmentally beneficial projects to
Imembers of the Morgan Stanley Trust. We can’t wait to see what they come up with!

IOn the sports front, our Thursday boxing club continues to thrive. A special shoutout to Rajdeep, who was
named ‘Boxer of the Night’ for his outstanding effort and determination. We encourage all students to
join after-school clubs like boxing to build resilience, discipline, and teamwork.

However, one area that needs urgent improvement is attendance. Our overall attendance dropped to
92% last week, falling below the national average of 94%. It is vital that students attend school every day,
even if they have minor illnesses. To maximise learning and opportunities, we need to push attendance
above 95% next week. Let’s work together to achieve this target!

=3 ATTENDANCE “ Y SCHOOL
Y WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? |\ UAY CUUNTS

Children are required by law to attend
190 school days per year. 89% F‘"‘d below
The Government states that every gupil's Drastic effect on
attendance should be at least 95%. academic achievement

HOW DO YOU MEASURE UP?

T
95% 9 Days 2 Weeks S0 Lessons
90% 19 Days 4 Weeks 100 lessons
85% 29 Days 6 Weeks 150 lessons
80% 38 Days 8 Weeks 200 lessons
75% 48 Days 10 Weeks 250 lessons 100% - 96%
70% 57 Days 1LSWeeks 290 lessons Excellent

65% 67 Days. 135Weeks 340 lessons

Finally, we are incredibly proud of the vast majority of Year 7 students, who are consistently
demonstrating fantastic behaviour and achieving over 100 positive points each week! Their hard work and
commitment to our school values do not go unnoticed. To ensure we maintain these high standards, we
want to address a slight increase in negative points early. We kindly ask parents and carers to continue

encouraging their children to stay focused in lessons, avoid distractions, and contribute positively to the
learning environment. By working together, we can ensure every student thrives and continues to make

great progress.




Well done to all our Year 7 students for their hard work and engagement Let’s keep up the momentum
for another fantastic week!

Year 8:

Week 4 of this academic half-term has proved a challenging one for team Year 8. Last week, our
attendance took a considerable dip, falling from a record high of 95.2% for the week ending Friday,14th
March to 88.5% last week. While we acknowledge that illnesses and injuries have contributed to this
decline, it is crucial that we refocus our efforts and prioritize attendance once again. We would like to
extend our gratitude to the many students within our school community who, despite being unwell, still
attended and gave their best. The exemplary attitude, effort, and attainment demonstrated in lessons
serve as a true reflection of your commitment to your education and the progress you've made in Year 8
thus far. It is imperative that we all continue to uphold these standards, as attendance plays a pivotal role
lin ensuring success. We all need to ensure we are doing this to prove that attendance matters.

WHY IT MATTERS
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Let’s give a huge shout-out to Year 8 for some AMAZING progress in punctuality and cutting down on
lateness to lessons! Over the past week, we’ve slashed our total minutes late from a whopping 377
minutes to 168 minutes—HOW INCREDIBLE IS THAT?! This fantastic improvement shows just how much
the Year 8 team is stepping up, taking responsibility, and showing real dedication to their education. Keep
that momentum going—remember, it’s all about pace and purpose! Being on time to lessons is key to
Imaking those big achievements and crushing those goals! Keep it up, Year 8!

Mr. Johnson, Miss Smith, and Mr. Marrs couldn’t be more PROUD of Year 8 right now! The hard work and
dedication to improving behaviour have truly paid off, and last week, we hit an incredible milestone—a
frecord low for the total number of detentions in a week! This is an outstanding achievement, and it
shows just how far the year group has come. The progress Year 8 is making is nothing short of brilliant,
and we are absolutely thrilled to see everyone stepping up and making positive choices. Keep this
Imomentum going—you're proving just how amazing you all can be when you put your minds to it! Keep
shining, Year 8!

Year 9:

Week 4 of this academic half term and we saw some challenges thrown our way didn’t we Year 9? We
took a massive hit on our attendance last week going from our best ever day the week before on
Thursday 13" March with 94.8% to our WORSE ever day on Friday 21t March with 83%!




We know that we have faced challenges in the form of illnesses and injuries but we really need to get
ourselves back on track and prioritise our attendance again, thank you to the many students in our family
that despite being unwell, still showed up and gave their best. The 10/10 attitude, effort and attainment
in lessons is a true testament to your dedication to your education and your Y9 journey so far. We all
Ineed to ensure we are doing this to prove that attendance matters.

One thing to shout about loud and clear is that Year 9 have made some incredible strides in their
Ipunctuality and lates to lessons. Over the past week, we have managed to reduce our total minutes late
to lessons from a staggering 137 minutes to just 27 minutes—an INCREDIBLE improvement! This is an
achievement that speaks volumes about the Y9 family and their growing sense of responsibility and
commitment to their education. Pace and purpose remain a priority because remember you need to be in
those lessons, on time, in order to achieve and succeed!

And as if that wasn’t enough, last week saw the deadline for our Guided Choices Option Process! Options
fhave now been picked by the majority of you and we can start to look ahead towards that future pathway
of our chosen subjects that will lead to our future careers and adult jobs and journeys! You know more
than anyone that career preparation doesn’t just begin in Year 11—it starts now for our Y9 Family! Its
never too early to start thinking about the skills and experiences that will shape your futures, and you
know that Miss Ralph, Mr Bhatti and Mrs Kler will continue to encourage every student to take ownership
of their learning journey from now. The only way is up for you all Y9, but remember, education is your
Ipower with anything and everything you want to do, but YOU are the only ones that can make it happen!
10/10 always!

Year 10:

1 more week to go everyone until our Mocks starting on Monday the 31%. We have to keep screaming
and shouting about punctuality and attendance more than ever.

You can see below the overview of attendance so far...

I 89.7% I 92.4% I 90.8% I

At KS4 pupils who attend school with an attendance rate of 95-100% are 1.9 times likely to achieve Grade
5 in English and Maths compared to pupils at 90-95%

Late to school is a very high concern at the moment especially with the risk of students missing their
exams you can see the below numbers.

PLEASE ensure students are arriving at school at 8:20 to start on the MUGA at 8:25

Finally, we are working incredibly hard to ensure all students are on time to all their lessons. To say we
fhave improved is an understatement we have moved from a shocking 4,000 minutes lost to 100. Please
encourage and motivate so we can reach the 0 minutes lost mark — WE CAN DO IT !

Year 11:

| cannot believe that we are now in the last week of March and the road to the start of exams gets
shorter by the day.

Thank you to all those pupils who made such good use of the extra intervention sessions last week, both
during and after school.

Attendance continues to be a bit of a rollercoaster ride! Last week we had a strong Monday to Thursday
only for a huge drop on the Friday - one of our worst days in a while. | cannot stress how important EVERY
IDAY is now, and we all must work together to ensure that attendance stays high for all FIVE school days!!

Don't forget to make the most of the opportunities we having coming up in the next few weeks

e Get your leavers hoodie — deadline extended until the end of March.
https://apertureuniforms.co.uk/collections/gospel-oak

e Drayton Manor trip — your consent form and £20 payment are due by the end of the
week (28" March)

e Prom - see our Facebook page for more details — Tickets will be £35.



https://apertureuniforms.co.uk/collections/gospel-oak
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Sixth Form

On Thursday year 13 were invited to attend a University student finance talk. Hope from Aston
University gave a presentation and information on student finance, loans and applying for grants. For
anyone who wants further information | will be sending this out shortly.

On Friday Year 12 and 13 attended an assembly regarding the Bank of England — a representative came in
and they were given information about what the role of the Bank of England, the history of the Bank of
England and careers at Post 18.

A reminder to be logging on and completing your online learning.
We are still taking applications for anyone that would like to join the Gospel Oak 6 Form.
Your sincerely,

Mr Bala
Associate Assistant Principal Post 16

Year 12 student of the week — Lilie May
Year 13 student of the week — Varni
Yearl2 attendance — 100 %

Year 13 attendance — 95.5%

Events —

8t — 10%™ July - Year 12 work experience
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CO-OO0O Gospel Oak School
Bilston Road
Gospel Oak
Tipton
West Midlands
DY4 0BZ
CospeL on™

To: Yr 11 Parents/Carers T0121556 1351
F 0121 506 7833
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk

28™ March 2025 Our Ref: SBO.KH.3243

Your Ref:

Dear Parent/Carer,

Re: Year 11 Prom — Thursday 26" June 2025

We are thrilled to announce that the Year 11 Prom has been officially booked for Thursday, 26th June 2025. This
formal event will give us the perfect opportunity to celebrate the past five years at Gospel Oak School and mark the
end of a significant chapter for our students.

The Prom will take place at the Black Country Museum, from 6:00pm to 10:00pm. Upon arrival, the gates will be
open for cars, and students will be greeted with a red carpet entrance. To make the evening even more special,
there will be historical characters, vintage cars and buses available for photographs.

We have a number of exciting surprises planned for the event, and we'll share more details in due course.

Tickets are now on sale! Link here

We would love for all Year 11 students to attend this memorable event. Tickets are priced at £35 and can be
purchased via the school gateway. For tickets, please see Mr. Minton or Mr. Wilson. Tickets are limited and will go
quickly, so be sure to get yours soon.

We look forward to seeing you there and making it a night to remember.

Kind regards,

Miss S Bott
Senior Vice Principal
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TO OUR EREE OPENING DAY

SATURDAY 5TH APRIL
10AM - 2PM

Join us for Venue

Taster Sessions Tipton Sports
Coaching Academy
Fun Challenges Wednesbury Oak RD

ASuitable for all ages! Tipton DY4 OBS

fFlND OUT MORE AND s il,:‘F*,
' 'REGISTER YOUR § "‘.. 2
" JINTEREST N j.rm-ai:

_SLT-LEISURE.CO.UK/PADEL [@ PLAYTOMIC

Do you live in Tipton?
Would you like to be part of a friend’s
group to help improve the Railer and
the Crackers green spaces?

Come along to

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH,
' NEWHALL STREET, TIPTON - DY4 9HL

TUESDAY 1 APRIL
AT 5.15PM




