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We are moving rapidly towards exam season, and we know that an awful lot of revision is taking  
place for our Year 11s and 13s – who have external exams coming up in the summer term – and  
our Year 10s and 12s who will have their first set of mock exams in the fortnight before Easter. It  
is so important that students are preparing thoroughly for these and we are very grateful to  
parents and carers for all of the support that they are also giving. School attendance has been very  
much in the news, too, over the last week; the facts are very simple about the importance of  
attendance and students who attend school regularly will get better exam results. You may be  
interested in the following statistic: 
 

• At KS4, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 11 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 
1.9 times more likely to achieve the Grade 5 in English and Maths GCSE compared to pupils who only 
attended 90-95% of the time (relating to up to 2 weeks more time in school over the course of a year) and 3 
times more likely than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 - 6 
weeks more time in school). This means missing just 10 days of year 11 reduced the likelihood of achieving 
grade 5 in English and Maths by around 50%.  
 

It was lovely to welcome in some of our parents and carers of post-16 students for the finance information talk on 
Thursday; this can be a difficult area to navigate and we understand some of the challenges. Do please make sure you 
get in touch via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if you have queries regarding this. 
 
If you have a daughter or son in Year 9, do please ensure that their option choices have been submitted by the end of 
Friday 21st March. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates 

Tuesday 25th March – Year 8 HPV Vaccines 
 
Wednesday 26th March – Envision Programme,  
                                              Blakemore 
 
Friday 28th March – Year 9 & Year 10 Girton College  
                                    Road Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Assembly Themes 

 
Assembly focus this week was International Day 
of Happiness 
 
w/c 24/03 – Women’s History Month 
 
w/c 31/03 - Eid 
 
Please take the time to talk to your child about 
what they have learnt in Assembly. 

https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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   Year Team Updates – w/e 21/03/2024 

  
Year 7:  
Last week was a brilliant one for Year 7, with some outstanding improvements and exciting 
activities!  
Firstly, a huge well done to all students for significantly reducing the number of minutes late to 
school and lessons. We dropped from 208 minutes the previous week to just 72 minutes—an 
incredible improvement! On top of that, our attendance rose from 92% to an impressive 94.5%. 
This is a fantastic step in the right direction, reinforcing the importance of being in school every day, 
as highlighted in our Attendance Matters poster below:  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our morning meetings, we explored National Careers Week, discussing the importance of 
developing skills now to prepare for future careers. We emphasised that career preparation doesn’t 
just begin in Year 11—it starts in Year 7!  
Friday was an action-packed day. We began with an important assembly from Dr Grewal on online 
safety, ensuring our students are aware of how to stay safe in the digital world. Congratulations to 
Lacey D, our ATL prize draw winner—well done!  

 
To round off the week, Year 7 took part in an exciting Drop Down Day with the Science department. 
The students became detectives for the day, taking on the challenge of solving "Who took Flossy 
the Dog?" in a thrilling CSI-style investigation. Was it Mr Bowser or Miss Barlow? Our young 
investigators worked hard to crack the case!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done, Year 7— let’s keep up this fantastic momentum! 
  



Year 8:   
Last week was absolutely packed with energy, creativity, and impressive achievements for Year 8! 
The highlight of the week was undoubtedly the unforgettable Drop-Down Day, where students had 
the incredible opportunity to spend the day with the English department, immersing themselves in 
the world of poetry. Together, they collaborated to craft a beautiful and powerful poem, which they 
then performed confidently in front of their peers during Period 5.  
 
The atmosphere was buzzing with excitement as students took the stage, and the audience couldn’t 
help but be captivated by their talent and enthusiasm. According to the English staff, Year 8 
displayed an extraordinary level of creativity, energy, and engagement throughout the day. Their 
performances were nothing short of inspiring, showcasing not only their individual creativity but 
also their fantastic teamwork and confidence. It was truly an unforgettable experience, and one 
that the entire year group should be incredibly proud of. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
But the brilliance didn’t end there. Year 8 has also made some incredible strides in their punctuality. 
Over the past week, they managed to reduce their total minutes late to lessons from a staggering 
377 minutes to just 168 minutes—a monumental improvement! This is an achievement that speaks 
volumes about their growing sense of responsibility and commitment to their education. It’s no 
small feat, and each and every student should feel incredibly proud of this progress. It’s clear that 
Year 8 is taking their time management and focus to the next level.  
 
On top of that, Year 8 achieved an impressive attendance figure of 93.07%. Although there was a 
small decrease of 2% compared to the previous week, this is still something to shout about! What 
makes it even more remarkable is the resilience shown by many students who, despite being 
unwell, still showed up and gave their best. Their determination to stay engaged and present is a 
true testament to their dedication to their education and their school community. Proving that 
attendance matters – see poster above. 

 
And as if that wasn’t enough, our morning meetings provided an exciting opportunity to reflect on 
National Careers Week. During these sessions, we emphasized the importance of developing skills 
now to prepare for future careers. We made it clear that career preparation doesn’t just begin in 
Year 11—it starts in Year 7! It’s never too early to start thinking about the skills and experiences 
that will shape their futures, and we encouraged every student to take ownership of their learning 
journey from now. It was a valuable discussion that will undoubtedly inspire our students to stay 
focused on their long-term goals.  

 
What a phenomenal week for Year 8! From their brilliant poetry performances to their outstanding 
progress in punctuality and attendance, and their commitment to preparing for the future, they’ve 
truly shown their potential and resilience. The entire Year 8 team is bursting with pride over all 
they’ve achieved, and we can’t wait to see what else they accomplish in the weeks to come. Keep 
up the amazing work, Year 8—you’ve set the bar incredibly high!  
  
Year 9:  
Year 9 really are very lucky with all the amazing opportunities and experiences that have been 
thrown their way recently! Last week saw the Y9 Core Parents and Guided Choices evening and 
what a great evening it was!  



The evening was a great success, with a huge turnout (over 80%!) and a really positive buzz and feel 
the whole evening. The atmosphere really was incredible! The Year Team can't wait to see the 
students all start this new part of their journey at GOS and to continue to smash every day with 
their studies with all of the support from option subject staff! Reminder to get the QRD scanned 
and get the 4 options picked!   
As well as this, on Thursday day we saw our highest ever attendance of 94.8% which is amazing and 
we must maintain this and see more days like this!  
Finally, Friday saw the Year 9 family immerse themselves into the ‘live trial’ of Mary Queen of Scots 
during a fun interactive drop-down day!  
Lots to be proud of during last week, let’s keep on building that sense of pride as we go into the 
next few weeks at GOS!  
  
Year 10:  
Year 10 were welcomed into the world of work in National Careers week last week. Here they were 
a part of a Drop Down careers focus day, jam packed with knowledge and skills supporting students 
in their future. Our Bistro was absolutely filled to the brim of external agencies and companies 
where our Year 10’s had to sit an interview showcasing their personalities, skills and experiences. 
All I can say is WELL DONE! The feedback we had was incredibly positive and I am proud to be a part 
of the Year 10 Team. Moving forward we MUST focus on punctuality (132 minutes) and attendance 
(90.8%) we have dropped from top spot and with the mocks fast approaching (31st March) ALL 
students must be in school on time to access their learning to achieve the grades they deserve. 

  
Year 11:  
Thank you to all the Y11 pupils who participated in the options day on Friday. The attitude towards 
the sessions was incredibly positive and I know a lot of you got a lot out of the sessions and made 
some excellent progress. Many of you also had the opportunity to attend the ‘Ace your exams’ and 
‘exams made easy sessions’ and once again the feedback was very positive, both from you and from 
the staff delivering the sessions.   
Keep attending – keep working hard in both lessons and intervention – those exams are just 
around the corner.  
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Sixth Form 
 

On Friday year 12 & 13 students took part in a variety of activities including mock interviews, 
Kaleidoscope discussions and a talk from PC Treasure about life at 18.  The day was filled with 
information and resources for them to access.   
 
On Thursday 20th March we are holding a finance talk for Year 13 to discuss student finance we would 
recommend any year 13 that has applied to university to attend the discussion.  
 
A reminder to be logging on and completing your online learning.  
 
We are still taking applications for anyone that would like to join the Gospel Oak 6th Form.  
 
Your sincerely,  
 
Mr Bala   
Associate Assistant Principal Post 16 
 
 
Year 12 student of the week – Arjun  
Year 13 student of the week – Julia   
Year12 attendance – 92.6 %  
Year 13 attendance – 95.5%  
 
 
Events –   
 
8th – 10th July - Year 12 work experience  
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21st March 2025 
 

 Our Ref: SBO.KH.3236 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Updated RSE Policy for Your Review 

Please find attached the updated Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) policy for Gospel Oak School. This updated 
policy outlines the key elements of our Personal, Social and Health and Economic Education (PSHE) curriculum, 
which is taught to students in Years 7-11 once every fortnight. 
 
The curriculum overview follows the recommendations provided by the PSHE Association, ensuring it is 
comprehensive and in line with best practices. 
 
The updated policy is set to be discussed by our Local Academy Governing Board. Before this takes place, we would 
greatly appreciate it if you could take a few minutes to read through the policy. Should you have any feedback or 
questions, kindly direct them via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us, marking them for the attention of Miss Bott and 
Miss Malkin. 
 
Thank you for your time and continued support. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Miss S Bott 
Senior Vice Principal 

centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk                                Registered Office:                                      Company Number: 08166526 
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk                              Suite B06 Assay Studios,                           Limited by Guarantee 
@CRSTrust                                                                     141 Newhall Street 
0121 270 3117                                                              Birmingham, England, B31SF 
 

 

http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
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Support Services:  
 
If you wish to carry out further reading around RSHE, the following documents may be of use to you:  
Government guidance  
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907640/RSE_secondary_
schools_guide_for_parents.pdf  
 
The Department for Education guidance https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-
and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education/relationships-and-sex-education-rse-secondary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907640/RSE_secondary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907640/RSE_secondary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf
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Safeguarding and Safety Updates 

REPORT REMOVE 

Report Remove is here to help young people under 18 in the UK to  
confidentially report sexual images and videos of themselves and remove  
them from the internet. 
 
It’s against the law for anyone to share a sexual image or video of someone  
who’s under 18, and we’re working with the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF)  
and Yoti to help you remove any sexual image or video of you that’s online.  
Please click on the link below to watch a short video and get instructions on  
how to report and remove videos and images.  It is safe, easy and free. 
 
Report Remove | Childline 
 
What Parents & Educators Need to Know about: Streamers 
 
You may already know that livestreaming plays a major role in children’s entertainment, with a wide range of 
personalities influencing young viewers in both positive and negative ways. While watching streamers can be fun, 
it also comes with significant risks, including misinformation, financial harms, and inappropriate content. 
Popular streaming platform Twitch has over 2.5 million viewers at any given time, which is why it’s more 
important than ever to stay informed.  Please look at the guidance below which explores the potential dangers of 
livestreaming and offers essential insights to help you protect the children in your care. 
 

 

 
 
                                           

 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/
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