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The last two Fridays have been fantastic celebrations of wider school learning, or enrichment as it  
is often called. Last Friday’s ‘Culture Day’ saw an amazing array of colour around school, fabulous  
dancing and musical entertainment at lunchtime and lots of lovely food from around the world.  
Today has seen a Drop-Down Day, with each year group having activities personalised to their  
particular stages of learning; Year 7s explored forensics in Science, Year 8s have had a wonderful  
day of poetry, Year 9s put ‘Dictators on Trial’, Year 10s were learning about managing their finances  
and having a mock interview, and Year 11s worked with Elevate, an external company, on revision  
techniques and had valuable time in options’ subjects as they move every closer to their exams.  
As always, please take the time to discuss the days with your daughter and/or son. 
 
Last night saw us welcome our Year 9 parents and carers into school for ‘Guided Choices’ with their daughter and/or 
son; there was a huge amount of discussion about current learning in Maths, English and Science, and all sorts of 
important questions and conversations about options for Years 10 and 11. We are extremely grateful to parents and 
carers for the time they take to discuss these options at home too; options are such big decisions, and it is important 
that the choices are made from a well-informed and considered position. 
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend; do please get in touch via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if we can help in any 
way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates 

Thursday 20th March – Student Finance Information  
                                          Evening 
 
Friday 21st March – Year 7 Morgan Stanley Event 
 
Tuesday 25th March – Year 8 HPV Vaccines 
 
Wednesday 26th March – Envision Programme,  
                                              Blakemore 
 
Friday 28th March – Year 9 & Year 10 Girton College  
                                    Road Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Assembly Themes 

 
Assembly focus this week was National Careers 
Week. 
 
w/c 17/03 – International Day of Happiness 
 
w/c 24/03 – Women’s History Month 
 
Please take the time to talk to your child about 
what they have learnt in Assembly. 

https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us


GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL – E-ZINE WE 14TH MARCH 2025  
 

   Year Team Updates – w/e 14/03/2024 

  
Year 7:  
What an outstanding week last week with Culture day! Our year 7’s went above and beyond in this, 
displaying respect and celebrating diversity in the year group. Students got to enjoy a performance 
in theatre during period 1, with poetry, music and dancing – how exciting! Attendance dropped last 
week, with an average of 92%, this is a concern for year 7 as the national average attendance is 
much higher so we need to pull together as a year 7 family to get this attendance up and maximise 
our students learning times so they have better outcomes in year 11! If there are any minor 
illnesses, your child is expected to be in school and if a child is absent, then medical evidence should 
be provided. Let’s have a big push in ensuring that everyone is in school!  
  
Year 8:   
Last week saw a brilliant Culture Day, celebrating cultures from all around the world in our school 
and it was a delight to see year 8 enjoying musical, fashion and poetic performances. Attendance 
for the week was also 95.2% a record in the year group and school, so plenty to celebrate! Mr 
Johnson, Mr Marrs and Miss Smith are so proud of the year group and look forward to all the 
exciting things that await ahead.   
  
Year 9:  
Wow! Week 2 of this half term really was something wasn’t it?! The Year 9 family finished the week 
with an incredible Culture Day which saw our family really come together to celebrate a range of 
cultures, ethnicities, beliefs and values and it really was a day to be proud of! A huge super star 
shout-out to the following girls who helped Miss Mistry organise the day and were a big part of the 
end of the day celebration in the theatre: Savannah J., Astou K. and Eleanor S. – We are super proud 
of you, and you looked beautiful in your cultural dress, as did everyone who made the effort on 
Friday! Let’s see what this week brings for us and our Y9 family, remember 10/10 always!  
  
Year 10:  
An incredible week last week with the inclusion of Culture Day. It was absolutely fantastic to see 
students celebrating and respecting a range of cultures. A real proud day with performances, 
fashion, food and of course lots of dancing. Attendance is starting to pick up again but we need to 
keep pushing especially on our Mondays with a low 91.1%. Work Experiences  
  
Year 11:  
Thank you to all those Y11s who participated in Culture Day – you looked fantastic.  
We have a lot coming up in the next few weeks so please ensure you are keeping up to date with 
paperwork!! We have Drayton Manor, Leavers Hoodies and Prom to look forward to.   
Thank you to all of you who are attending intervention sessions after school, these are so important 
to your exam success. Keep working hard in lessons and you will reap the rewards in the summer!!  
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Sixth Form 
 

Students have been working hard since returning from the ½ term break and Year 13 have been working 
on mock exams.  
 
New York letters are now available for students to apply – please pick up a letter from 6th form if you are 
interested in this amazing opportunity. Closing date 14th March.  
 
A reminder to be logging on and completing your online learning.  
 
We are still taking applications for anyone that would like to join the Gospel Oak 6th Form.  
 
Your sincerely,  
 
Mr Bala   
Associate Assistant Principal Post 16 
 
 
Year 12 student of the week – Hasti   
 

Year 13 student of the week – Luke M  
 

Year12 attendance – 91.8 %  
 

Year 13 attendance – 92% %  
 
 
Events –   
 
8th – 10th July - Year 12 work experience  
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 
 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: Sixth Form Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
 
14th March 2024 
 

 Our Ref: SBa.KH.3227 
Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Important Information Regarding University Fee Increases 

As you begin to prepare for your next steps after sixth form, we wanted to take a moment to update you on some 
important changes that may affect your son’s/daughter’s university plans, particularly concerning tuition fees. 
 
As you may be aware, there have been recent discussions regarding the increase in university tuition fees in the UK. 
While the current fee cap stands at £9,250 per year for undergraduate students, these have been changed to £9,535 
that is in line with inflation or other government policies. This will mean higher financial commitments for students 
planning to attend university in the coming years. 
 
We understand that this news may be concerning, and we want to ensure that you are fully informed as you make 
decisions about your higher education. Here are some key points to consider: 
 
Fee Increases: Tuition fees are expected to increase over the coming years, though the exact amount and timing of 
these increases remain subject to government policy. For those applying to university in the next year or two, it is 
important to factor in the potential for higher fees when budgeting for university costs. 
 
Student Loans and Funding: Despite the fee increases, student loans will still be available to cover the cost of tuition. 
The cost has gone up by £267 to £8,877. The students that are wanting to live away and study in London there has 
been an increase of £414 to £13,762.   
 
Alternative Funding: In addition to loans, there may be opportunities for scholarships, bursaries and grants offered 
by universities, charitable organisations and private companies. We encourage you to explore these opportunities 
early to help manage costs. 
 
Impact on Your Decision-Making: While rising fees might influence your choice of university or course, it is important 
to make your decision based on the quality of education and the opportunities that each institution offers, as well 
as on financial considerations. The school’s careers and guidance lead Mrs Wilkins is here to support you in making 
informed decisions about your future. 
 
 
 

centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk                                Registered Office:                                      Company Number: 08166526 
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk                              Suite B06 Assay Studios,                           Limited by Guarantee 
@CRSTrust                                                                     141 Newhall Street 
0121 270 3117                                                              Birmingham, England, B31SF 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Student Finance Information Evening – 20th March 2025, 4.00pm to 5.00pm, in the Theatre 
 
Student ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We will be attending the student finance evening. 
 
 
Signed _____________________________________________________ Dated _________________ 
 
 

Please return slip to Ms Clee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We understand that these changes may seem overwhelming, but please remember that we are here to help. If you 
have any questions or concerns about how the fee increases may impact your university plans, we have secured a 
student finance information evening on the 20th March, 4.00pm to 5.00pm, in the Theatre. A student finance 
specialist will be joining us to provide information on student loans, repayments and the application process. There 
will also be an opportunity to ask any questions.  

 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter, we hope you can join us on the evening.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr S Bala 
Associate Assistant Principal Post 16 
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: Key Stage 3 Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
14th March 2025 
 

 Our Ref: AS.KH.3230 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Upcoming Year 7,8 & 9 Assessments – 28th April to 16th May 2025 

I am writing to inform you about the upcoming assessment period for your son/daughter, which will take place from 
Monday 28th April to Friday 16th May. These assessments are an important opportunity for your son/daughter to 
demonstrate their understanding of the topics covered so far, in various subjects, and to identify areas where they 
may need further support. 
 
Assessments are a vital part of your son’s/daughter’s educational journey. They not only provide a clear picture of 
progress but also prepare students for future examinations by developing essential skills such as time management, 
critical thinking and problem-solving. Additionally, the assessment results will enable teachers to tailor their 
instruction to better meet the needs of your son/daughter. Each assessment will be 45-minutes in length, and your 
son/daughter will receive feedback in subsequent lessons. 
 
To achieve their best results, it is essential that all students engage in regular, focused revision in the lead-up to these 
assessments. Revision helps consolidate knowledge, reinforce learning and build confidence in tackling a variety of 
questions. We recommend your son/daughter to begin revising as soon as possible to avoid last-minute stress and 
to establish a thorough understanding of the material. We will be ensuring revision is integrated into homework in 
the weeks leading to the assessments, but here are some extra effective revision strategies your son/daughter can 
be encouraged to use: 
 

1. Study timetable: Planning revision time using a timetable to ensure all subjects are covered systematically. 
2. Flashcards: Writing key terms, formulae or concepts on flashcards. You could support your son/daughter by 

periodically testing them using the flashcards. 
3. Mind maps: Creating visual diagrams to link ideas and organise information. 
4. Online resources: Using websites such as Sparx, Seneca Learning and BBC Bitesize to review content and 

test knowledge. 
5. Practice questions: Completing past papers or sample questions for students to familiarise themselves with 

exam formats and identify areas for improvement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
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We understand that the assessment period can be a stressful time for students. At Gospel Oak School we are 
committed to supporting your son’s/daughter’s mental wellbeing during this period. Our pastoral team is available to 
offer one-to-one support, and we also have specialist staff on-site to assist students who may feel anxious or 
overwhelmed. Please encourage your son/daughter to speak to a member of staff if they are feeling stressed, as we 
are here to help. 
 
We also recommend encouraging your son/daughter to maintain a balance between revision and relaxation. Activities 
such as physical exercise, mindfulness and spending time with family or friends can be highly beneficial in managing 
stress. 
 
Your support plays a crucial role in your son’s/daughter’s success. Here are some ways you can help: 
 

• Create a quiet, distraction-free space for revision. 

• Encourage short, focused study sessions with regular breaks to maintain concentration. 

• Monitor their progress by discussing what they have revised and offering to test them on key concepts. 

• Provide positive reinforcement to boost their confidence and motivation. 

• Check in with their emotional wellbeing by talking to them about how they’re feeling and reassuring them 
that doing their best is what matters most. 

 
We understand that unforeseen circumstances can arise, and some students may not be able to attend their 
scheduled assessments. Please rest assured that mop-up sessions will be arranged for students who are absent during 
this period to ensure they do not miss out. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about the upcoming assessments or how to best support your son/daughter 
during this period, please do not hesitate to let us know by using the ‘Contact Us’ link on the school website. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in helping our students succeed. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Mr A Shergill 
Assistant Principal 
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Gospel Oak School 
TERM DATES FOR WEBSITE 

Academic Year 2026/27 
 
  Autumn Term 2026 
  STAFF TRAINING DAY    Tuesday 1st September 2026 
  STAFF TRAINING DAY   Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
  TERM STARTS     Thursday 3rd September 2026 
  STAFF TRAINING DAY   Friday 23rd October 2026 

  HALF TERM    Monday 26th October 2026 – Friday 30th October 2026 

  STAFF TRAINING DAY   Friday 27th November 2026 

  TERM ENDS     Friday 18th December 2026 

 

  Spring Term 2027 

  STAFF TRAINING DAY   Monday 4th January 2027 
  STAFF TRAINING DAY   Tuesday 5th January 2027 
  TERM STARTS     Wednesday 6th January 2027 

  HALF TERM    Monday 15th February 2027 – Friday 19th February 2027 

  TERM ENDS    Thursday 25th March 2027 

                     

  Summer Term 2026 

  TERM STARTS    Wednesday 7th April 2027 

  HALF TERM    Monday 31st May 2027 – Friday 4th June 2027 

  TERM ENDS    Friday 16th July 2027 

 

The 2026/27 Staff Training Days are yet to be finalised and maybe subject to change. 
 
  
 
 

 

 
 
                                           

 

PE Kit Donation Request 
 
We hope this message finds you well.  
 
Our PE department is currently looking for any 
spare PE kit that families may be willing to donate. 
If your child has outgrown their PE kit, we would 
be incredibly grateful for any contributions to help 
ensure pupils have the appropriate attire for their 
PE lessons.  
 
If you have any items you would like to donate, 
please drop them off directly to a member of the 
PE department in F1 or F2.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 

Sandwell Family Hub 
 
February saw the launch of Sandwell's Family 
Hub newsletter which provides updates straight 
to your email inbox; over 900 parents and 
families have already subscribed to this across 
Sandwell. Please see Family Services, Support 
and Help | Sandwell Family Hubs for more 
details. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.sandwellfamilyhubs.com/#newsletter
https://www.sandwellfamilyhubs.com/#newsletter
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