
GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL – E-ZINE WE 28TH FEBRUARY 2025 
  
 
The second half of the Spring term has started very positively, despite a few torrential downpours!  
Students are reminded regularly to stay away from muddy areas and puddles and I ask that you do,  
please, remind your daughter and/or son about this as there have been a number of students  
going home with muddy and wet trousers; this may also help with having a little less washing to  
do at home too! 
 
It was lovely to welcome the RAF into school on Tuesday to work with a number of our Year 10  
Hospitality students; they had a fabulous morning and our students were a credit to themselves, 
their families and the school. There have also been very successful visits to both Dudley College for some of our Year 
9-11 students to support next steps, and to the University of Bath for some of our post-16 students. Ensuring that 
students have lots of opportunities to make informed choices about their futures is a key part of our provision. 
Yesterday evening saw a very well attended Year 8 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening; as always, meeting with parents and 
carers brings about so many positive and productive discussions to support improving student progress. Whilst GCSEs 
may seem a little way away for our Key Stage 3 students, they soon come around and getting into really positive 
learning habits from an early age is so important; the learning undertaken every day underpins what is needed for 
GCSE success which is why we are working so hard with students to support them with understanding what a positive 
attitude to learning looks like and to ensure that homework becomes a key component of their routine. Year 10 
students, and their parents and carers, have this week received information about their upcoming exams at the end 
of this term; I am very grateful for the support that our students receive at home to encourage revision.  
 
You will be aware from our previous communication that we hosted our Parents’ and Carers’ Forum just before half-
term. Some changes have been made to our eZine following the feedback, and you will notice that school letters 
appear earlier in the communication and that we have added brief updates from each of our Year Team Leaders. It is 
important to us that our communication systems continue to evolve and develop to reflect what is needed by our 
school community; please let us know via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if you have further feedback, and I will 
endeavour to keep you updated on changes as and when they happen. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates 

Tuesday 4th March – Year 10 and Year 11 Macbeth                   
                                     Performance 
 
Wednesday 5th March – RSA8 Trust Project – Launch  
                                            Event, Waseley Hills High  
                                            School 
 
Friday 7th March – Culture Day 
 
Friday 7th March - Year 11 Carding Mill Valley Trip 
 
Thursday 13th March – Year 9 Guided Choices & Core  
                                         Evening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Assembly Themes 

 
Assembly focus this week was Term Ahead 
Expectations 
 
w/c 03/03 – World Book Day & Importance Of  
                       Reading 
 
w/c 10/03 – National Careers Week 
 
Please take the time to talk to your child about 
what they have learnt in Assembly. 

https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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Year Team Updates – w/e 28/2/2025  
  

Year 7:  
Welcome back year 7! We hope you had a wonderful break and a well deserved rest. The year team 
have spoken with year 7 during our morning meeting on Tuesday and set the challenge of ending 
this half term at 95% as a year group. Last half term, we averaged around 93% and hit highs of 96% 
so we know that we can do this. The more students are in school, the better their outcomes will be 
in year 11.   
During half term, we wanted to say a huge congratulations to Thea M and Mason J who took part in 
a taekwondo competition in Liverpool, with Thea getting a bronze medal in sparring and Mason 
taking home the gold medal! This is an outstanding achievement for both these students who we 
are extremely proud of!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key upcoming dates:  
  
Morgan Stanley Project (selected students) - Start date – Friday 21st March – 9:00 – 12:30  
Brilliant Club Project (selected students) - Start date – Tuesday 11th March – 13:00-15:00  
  

Year 8:  
Welcome back Year 8! The whole year 8 team was excited on Monday to welcome back our 
fantastic year 8 cohort. Mr Johnson set a challenge for the whole year group to increase the year-
to-date attendance of the cohort to 94% by the end of Spring 2. The current year to date 
attendance is 93.6% so not far away! Students have returned refreshed and ready for the challenge 
ahead, and as always year 8 will rise to the challenge. The year team look forward to sharing the 
continuous success of year 8 moving forward!  
  

Year 9:  
A big welcome back and happy first week of Spring 2 for all of the Y9 Family! As Miss Ralph stated 
on Monday during the first line up of the week to students, this half term is extremely important for 
our Y9 family as we look ahead on our journey at Gospel Oak to our options and guided choices 
evening that will take place on Thursday 13th March 4:30pm – 6:30pm. The students have returned 
with the correct 10/10 mindset and attitude in order to succeed and achieve here at GOS and the 
Year Team look forward to them continuing to progress and develop in a positive way over the next 
7 weeks!  
  
Year 10:  
And we are back, bigger and better than ever!  After a very well-deserved break let’s kick off Spring 
2 with a bang. Our challenge this term is to work on increasing our attendance and punctuality to 
school so that we are in a solid routine ready for our GCSE’s next year. It is extremely important if 
not done so already that all our students have secured a work placement ready for the following 
dates Tuesday 1st July – Thursday 3rd July. Year 10 have shown vast improvements with their 
punctuality to lessons and the Year Team is excited to see even further developments being made 
in our next 7 weeks.  
  



Year 11:  
Welcome back Year 11  
This week to support with Y11 preparations for upcoming GCSEs all Year 11 students will be 
participating in workshops delivered by external speakers. The first of these workshops will be on 
Friday and is called ‘Ace Your Exams’ These workshops will be important for pupil preparation and 
help them to succeed in the summer.   
  
We know that many of you are working hard and that every extra thing makes a difference.   
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Form 
 

Welcome back – I hope that everyone had a lovey week off.  
 
Students have returned after their break and are already working hard.  Year 13 are preparing for their A 
levels.  
 
In both year 12 and 13 we are introducing Barclays Life skills which will give students the opportunity to 
learn about finances.   
 
New York letters are now available for students to apply – please pick up a letter from 6th form if you are 
interested in this amazing opportunity.   
 
A reminder to be logging on and completing your online learning.  
 
Your sincerely,  
 
Mr Bala   
Associate Assistant Principal Post 16 
 
 
Year 12 student of the week – Lesha  
Year 13 student of the week – Varni  
Year12 attendance – 95.9%  
Year 13 attendance –94.4 %  
 
Events –   
 
27th February – Trip to Bath University   
8th – 10th July - Year 12 Work Experience  
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: Yr 10 Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
 
 28th February 2025 
 

 Our Ref: HT.KH.3203 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Re: Year 10 Spring Mock Exams and PSAs (Pearson Set Assignments) 

As part of our preparations for your son or daughter for the examinations they will sit in the Summer of Year 11, we 
will be holding a mock examination period between Monday 31st March and Friday 11th April 2025.  Our desire as 
a school is to ensure that students are fully prepared for their exams next summer so that it is positive experience 
for them.  In order to do this, the mock exams are used to help students get used to all expectations with sitting a 
formal examination and the experience of sitting an examination under examination conditions.  This is potentially 
an emotional and stressful time for your son/daughter and yourselves and we will endeavour to support as much as 
possible. I will be speaking to students in the coming weeks in assembly regarding the mock examination 
arrangements 
In the assembly I will share the following exam etiquette with them: 

• Check seating plans prior to going to the theatre to line up, these will be displayed on the wall in the 
restaurant, in the theatre corridor and outside the Y10 team office.   

• Enter the theatre without talking and quickly place all bags and coats in the designated buckets at the front 
of the row 

• Stand behind the correct letter for your seating row, in silence and complete the following: 
o All equipment to be in a clear plastic pencil case and in your hand  
o All pockets to be emptied. 
o Lanyards to be removed. 
o All watches removed. 
o Water bottles to have no labels. 
o All phones to be switched off and either handed in or left in bags prior to entry into exam. NO 

PHONES should be left in your pockets of your blazer or trousers as this will lead to sanctions being 
put in place 

• Walk to the exam hall in silence. 

• Enter the exam hall in silence and sit in the correct seat quickly ready to start. 
 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
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Your son/daughter will be provided an individual timetables for the mock examinations and these will detail what 
day they have an examination and their seat number.  Accompanying this letter is an information booklet that details 
each subject, the content of each examination and an overview of the examination timetable, please ensure you go 
through this with your son/daughter so they are fully prepared for the examination period. 
PSAs (Pearson Set Assignment): not all qualifications that your son/daughter study may have a mock examination, 
this is due to them being Level 2 BTECs, in these subjects they are currently completing PSAs, which are internal 
assessments that will be sent for external moderation with exam boards at the start of May.  It is really important 
that if your son/daughter is completing any PSAs, they are maximising their time in lessons and take opportunities 
of any additional time outside of lessons their class teacher offers, to ensure that they achieve the best possible 
mark in these assessments.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all the continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Helen Tanner 
Senior Vice Principal 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
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To: Yr 12 Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
 
 28th February 2025 
 

 Our Ref: HT.KH.3207 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Re: Year 12 Spring Mock Exams 

As part of our preparations for your son or daughter for the examinations they will sit in the Summer of Year 13,  we 
will be holding a mock examination period between Monday 31st March and Friday 11th April 2025.  Our desire as a 
school is to ensure that students are fully prepared for their exams next summer so that it is positive experience for 
them.  In order to do this, the mock exams are used to help students get used to all expectations with sitting a formal 
examination and the experience of sitting an examination under examination conditions.  This is potentially an 
emotional and stressful time for your son/daughter and yourselves and we will endeavour to support as much as 
possible. Mr Bala and I will be speaking to students in the coming weeks in assembly regarding the mock examination 
arrangements. 
 
In the assembly we will share the following exam etiquette with them: 
 

• Check seating plans prior to going to the theatre to line up, these will be displayed on the wall in the 
restaurant, in the theatre corridor and with the P16 team.   

• Leave bags and coats in the Sixth form area 

• Ensure 
o All equipment is in a clear plastic pencil case and in your hand  
o All pockets to be emptied. 
o Lanyards to be removed. 
o All watches removed. 
o Water bottles to have no labels. 
o All phones to be switched off and either handed in or left in bags prior to entry into exam. NO 

PHONES should be left in your pockets as this will lead to sanctions being put in place 

• Wait outside the exam hall in silence. 

• Enter the exam hall in silence and sit in the correct seat quickly ready to start. 
 
Your son/daughter will be provided an individual timetables for the mock examinations and these will detail what 
day they have an examination and their seat number.  Accompanying this letter is an information booklet that details 
each subject, the content of each examination and an overview of the examination timetable, please ensure you go 
through this with your son/daughter so they are fully prepared for the examination period. 
 
 
 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
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Not all qualifications that your son/daughter study may have a mock examination, this is due to them being Level 3 
BTECs, in these subjects they are currently completing coursework, which are internal assessments that will be sent 
for external moderation with exam boards at the start of May.  It is really important that if your son/daughter is 
completing these assignments, they are maximising their time in lessons, use directed study and their own time, to 
ensure that they achieve the best possible mark in these assessments.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all the continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Helen Tanner 
Senior Vice Principal 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
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To: All Parents / Carer 
 
 
 
 
 
28th February 2025 
 

 Our Ref: SB.KH.3208 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Parental concerns 

I hope that you and your son/daughter had an enjoyable and restful half-term break. We have been delighted with 
how the students have returned to school and look forward to a successful half term. 

As you know, we are fully committed to working with our community to ensure we are creating a positive, safe and 
respectful environment for every student. To support this, we would like to take this opportunity to remind all 
parents/carers that in the case of any questions or concerns regarding their son/daughter, to raise these directly with 
staff so that they can be dealt with in the appropriate manner. 

The safety and wellbeing of our students and staff is of the utmost importance and we take our duty of care towards 
all within our school community extremely seriously. When any issues of wellbeing are brought to our attention, we 
are able to take swift action and thoroughly investigate these concerns, in line with our robust safeguarding 
procedures and policies on negative behaviour.  

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us.  

Thank you, as ever, for your ongoing support – it is greatly appreciated.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr S Brownlow 
Executive Principal 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
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T 0121 556 1351 
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To:  Year 11 Parents / Carers 
 
 
 
 
28th February 2025 
 

 Our Ref: SBO.KH.3212 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Year 11 Prom 

We are delighted to inform you that the Year 11 Prom has been booked for Thursday 26th June 2025. This formal 
event will provide an opportunity for us to celebrate the past five years at Gospel Oak School and mark the end of 
an important chapter for our students. 
 
The Prom will take place at the Black Country Museum from 6.00pm to 10.00pm. Upon arrival, the gates will be 
open for cars, and students will be welcomed with a red carpet entrance. There will also be a number of historical 
characters, vintage cars, and buses available for photographs, adding a special touch to the evening. 
 
We have a number of exciting surprises planned for the event, and we will share further details with you in due 
course. 
 
We would love for all of our Year 11 students to attend this memorable occasion. Information regarding ticket 
purchases will be provided in the near future. 
 
Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions in the meantime. We look forward to celebrating this special 
event with you and your son/daughter. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Miss S Bott 
Senior Vice Principal 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
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To: Year 9 Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
 
 
 28th February 2025 
 

 Our Ref: HT.KH.3213 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Re: Year 9 Guided Choices Evening 

We are excited to invite you to the Year 9 Guided Choices Evening on Thursday 13th March, the event will take place 
in the new build nearest the Astro. This event is an excellent opportunity to discuss your son’s/daughter's progress 
with their English, Maths and Science teachers. It will also provide you with information about the subjects available 
for your son/daughter as they move on to Key Stage 4.  
 
You can book appointments, from 4.00pm to 6.30pm, with your son’s/daughter's English, Maths and Science 
teachers through our online booking system in Arbor.  On the evening you will also be able to listen to a short talk 
in the Bistro at 4.15pm, 5.00pm or 6.00pm to detail the process further, find out about the subjects on offer in our 
marketplace, talk to subject teachers of these subjects and speak to our careers advisor, Mrs Wilkins, should your 
son/daughter require any further advice and guidance.  
 
Prior to the evening, you will receive a copy of your son’s/daughter's progress report. During the event, you will be 
provided with a Guided Choices booklet detailing the process and subjects on offer.  Following the evening your 
son/daughter will need to use the QR code that is in the booklet or scanned on the evening, to complete their 
choices.  The deadline for making choices will be Friday 21st March.  In the meantime, I encourage your 
son/daughter to speak to their form tutor, subject teachers, older siblings or older friends to start to think about the 
subjects they might consider doing at Key Stage 4. We will be speaking to the students during assembly next week 
with regards the guided choices process. 
  
We look forward to welcoming you on the 13th March.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Helen Tanner 
Senior Vice Principal 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
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