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Our sixth-formers have been very busy fundraising for charity this week; there have been cake sales,
penalty shoot-outs and car washes amongst a range of activities. These activities are such an
important of school life, and our sixth formers have really embraced these opportunities. In Key
Stage 3, a group of students have done a fabulous job of wrapping a huge number of presents for
our school community; there are some very skilled present-wrappers here at Gospel Oak. A group
of Year 8 students visited the University of Wolverhampton as part of the ‘Aspire to HE’ programme,
and there was a Muay Thai workshop for a number of Year 8s.
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We are very much looking forward to next week and a range of festive activities; our Christmas Concert on
Wednesday evening will undoubtedly be a highlight as always. Years 7 and 8 will be visiting Winter Wonderland at
the NEC on Thursday and Post-16 will be Christmas shopping at the Trafford Centre in Manchester; all students have
a drop-down morning on Friday with a huge number of activities taking place including Christmas movies with
popcorn, sports, danceathons, arts and crafts amongst many others. Our catering provider, Aspens, will have a festive
menu available at breaktime on Friday, and there will be Christmas Day hamper prize draws and quizzes. Reward
assemblies will also be taking place on Monday and Tuesday to recognise the many achievements of our students
over this term.

Learning will continue as normal in lessons apart from the festive events. Homework will continue to be set as
outlined previously to you, and we know that the hard work that students are putting in both in and out of lessons
will be rewarded in the future. A reminder that those Year 11 students who choose not to meet our homework
expectations are now receiving after-school detentions, and we will be introducing sanctions after Christmas for Years
7-10 for non-completion of homework. Hard work does bring success, and it is vital that students get into good
habits; thank you to the many parents and carers who are supporting us with this. Please remember, too, that our
online platforms — Seneca, Sparx and GCSEPod — can be accessed by students to support independent revision and
wider learning.

As always, please do get in touch via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if we can help in any way. Have a lovely
weekend, and we look forward to seeing your daughter and/or son in school on Monday morning.
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Upcoming Dates

Monday 16" December — Year 7 & 8 Celebration
Assembly, Year 11 Assembly

Tuesday 17" December — Year 9 & 10 Celebration
Assembly

Assembly Themes

Tuesday 17" December — Year 11 Veronica Nursing

Home Visit Assembly focus this week was Dangers of vaping

Wednesday 18" December — Christmas Concert, 7pm- w/c 16/12 — Christmas Rewards

8.30pm
P w/c 06/01 — Term ahead - expectations
Thursday 19*" December — Post 16 Manchester

Trafford Centre Visit Please take the time to talk to your child about

what they have learnt in Assembly.

Thursday 19'" December — Year 7 and Year 8 Winter
Wonderland NEC Visit

Friday 20" December — Last day of term - break up at
12.20pm

Monday 6™ January — Teacher Training Day



https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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Sixth Form

On Wednesday 4" December 63 year 12 and 13 students attended an ‘Opening doors’ event at KPMG —
seeing how the company worked and having a tour. After the event they had time to explore
Birmingham’s Frankfurt Christmas Market. Students enjoyed the event and had fun exploring the
market.

This week is charity week run by Gospel Oak 6" form — we have many activities and competitions going
ahead — bring in your change to participate.

Reminder — To be completing 2 hours of Uplearn, Everlearner and Seneca.
Your sincerely,

Mr Bala
Director of Post 16

Year 12 student of the week — Kaniska
Year 13 student of the week — Kiera
Yearl2 attendance — 100 %

Year 13 attendance — 86.1 %

Events —

2.12.24 - 16.2.14 - Charity weeks

12" December - Year 12 Work experience deadline
19" December — Reward trip to Trafford centre

20" December - Deadline for Post 16 application forms
14" January — Trip to Cardiff University

27 February — Trip to Bath University
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q .,'y'. Could you please complete your son / daughters Winter Funland consent forms if you wish
for them to attend Winter Funland at Birmingham NEC on Thursday 19% December 2024.
Please also ensure that you have also returned your son / daughters Ice Skating Consent
Forms or access will be denied for Ice Skating.

Payment to attend Winter Wonderland can be paid either by School Gateway, Cash to our
Reception or your son / daughter can purchase 25% discount from their class charts awards.
If you are making payment by cash, then please ensure that this is in a sealed envelope with
your son/daughters name and tutor group.
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Collection of Artwork and Sketchbooks

Past Year 13 and Year 11 students can collect their
artwork and sketchbooks next week from Monday
16" December to Thursday 19'" December
between 3pm —3.30pm.

Please sign in at Reception and one of the art team
will collect your work for you.
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vine Safety These guides now oddress mider topice and themes

The holiday s8a50n, Marked by Christmas and New Year, brings joy and togatherness DUt also presents unique safety
challenges for chiidren, families and educators. From busy holiday shopping, traveding and family gatherings 1o
managing digital activity during school brecis, stoying safe during this period requires heightened awarenass. This
guide offers proctical tips to help families and educotors maintain a more secure and fulfilling festive period.
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Friday 20" December 2024 — Drop Down Day

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
=
Q Normal tutor time
00
Period 1 and 2
Choose between:
Christmas movie —
all you can eat
Nachos
Period 1 -Sporting Period 1 and 2 Period 1 and 2 in Football Festival -
activities in the Christmas movie Period 1 and 2 in Astro
. . tutor rooms .
~N Sport Hall with popcorn in tutor rooms . . Dance till you
ao] . Christmas Film/
9 theatre Family board drop
= Arts and Crafts .
& games Art Christmas
o3 Period 2 - Tutor OR workshop
i
ty — i Arts and craft . . D d i
T par y. music, rts a.n crafts Option period 2 - rama f':m music
= movies, hot FIFA tournament Christmas . Christmas
o Just dance in the
a chocolate, snacks . workshop
. - bistro
Sporting activities.
Draw for
discounted prom
tickets
Year teams will co-ordinate all activities and give form tutors and students all information.
S
©
= Break
—i
—
E — . .
8¢ Christmas hamper prize draw
S = Christmas quiz
—
Leave site 12.20pm - Christmas music at the front of school
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COOO00 Gospel Oak School
Bilston Road
Gospel Oak
Tipton
West Midlands
DY4 0BZ
GOSPEL OP“{_

To: Parents/Carers T0121556 1351
F 0121 506 7833
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk

6" December 2024 Our Ref: SBO.KH.3163

Your Ref:

Dear Parent/Carer,

Re: No Aerosol Policy

| am writing to inform you that, as of 7™ January 2025, Gospel Oak School will be implementing a no aerosol policy.
This decision has been made following careful consideration of the potential dangers associated with the use of
aerosol sprays within the school environment.

Aerosol sprays, such as deodorants, air fresheners and other similar products, can pose serious health risks due to
the chemicals they contain. The use of such products in closed spaces can lead to allergic reactions, respiratory
issues, and may cause discomfort for some individuals, particularly those with asthma or other respiratory
conditions.

To ensure the safety and well-being of all our students and staff, we are asking that aerosol sprays no longer be
brought onto the school premises. We will be communicating this message clearly to both staff and students, and

we will ensure that everyone understands the rationale behind this policy.

We appreciate your support in reinforcing this change with your son/daughter and helping us to create a safer school
environment for all.

Kind regards,

Miss S Bott
Senior Vice Principal

centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk Registered Office: Company Number: 08166526 - Central Region = | Teach
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk Suite BO6 Assay Studios, Limited by Guarantee \&_"\\ h | .?.):Mcfflﬂ,a.',
@CRSTrust 141 Newhall Street =" 1Schools Trust Q\lfﬁfﬁéﬂﬂ'ﬁ!?&”

Founded by the RSA & Development

01212703117 Birmingham, England, B31SF
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Gospel Oak School
Bilston Road
Gospel Oak

Tipton

West Midlands
DY4 0BZ

GOSPEL o‘ﬁ"

To: Parents/Carers T0121556 1351
F 0121 506 7833
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk

6™ December 2024 Our Ref: SBO.KH.3164

Your Ref:

Dear Parent/Carer,

Re: School Uniform — No Leggings

As we approach the end of the year, | would like to take this opportunity to remind you about our uniform
expectations at Gospel Oak School. We have provided detailed information about the uniform, including visuals, on
our website. You can find all the details here Uniform Information.

Unfortunately, we have noticed an increase in students wearing leggings. Please be reminded that leggings are not
part of our school uniform policy and, in fact, are not considered appropriate for school. We appreciate that this
time of year can be busy, and we understand that the holiday season is fast approaching. Therefore, we will not be
enforcing this uniform expectation until the new year.

However, from 7t January 2025, students will no longer be permitted to wear leggings as part of their uniform. To
support this transition, we have purchased a large number of trousers that will be available for students who may
need them.

We appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we work together to maintain high standards of uniform.

Kind regards,

Miss S Bott
Senior Vice Principal

centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk Registered Office: Company Number: 08166526 - Central Region = | Teach
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk Suite BO6 Assay Studios, Limited by Guarantee \&_"\\ h | .?’.):MCEHEE',
@CRSTrust 141 Newhall Street =" 1Schools Trust it

Founded by the RSA & Development

0121 2703117 Birmingham, England, B31SF
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Gospel Oak School
Bilston Road
Gospel Oak

Tipton

West Midlands
DY4 0BZ

GOSPEL OP“{_

T0121556 1351

To: Parents/Carers F 0121 506 7833
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk

13t December 2024 Our Ref: SBr.KH.3158
Your Ref:

Dear Parent/Carer,
Re: Staffing Update

We are now approaching the end of a very successful autumn term and | would like to take this opportunity
to thank all of you for your support of the school. We are pleased that the behaviour in lessons and around
the school is significantly better this year and that the number of students absent from school is significantly
lower than this time last year. We are confident that this will help improve attainment and achievement.

| am delighted to announce the appointment of two new teachers for January 2025: Mrs Martin (assistant
principal and director of learning and standards-art & design) and Mr Patel (teacher of science). | am
delighted these new members of staff have chosen to work at Gospel Oak School as | am very confident they
will contribute significantly to the school’s improvement journey.

Naturally there are always staff that move on and at the end of term we will see the following teachers leave
Gospel Oak School: Mr Chapman (teacher of computing), Mrs Geal (director of learning and standards-
creative arts), Mrs Harper (lead practitioner-science), Mrs Law (assistant principal) and Mrs Pabla (assistant
principal). | would like to thank them for their many great contributions at Gospel Oak School and wish them
all the best for the future.

| am delighted that the school continues to be fully staffed providing our students with the consistency and
visibility of staff that they deserve. We have therefore not had to use very much agency and supply staff so
far this academic year. To add extra capacity, | am pleased to announce the appointment of some new
teachers for September 2025: Mr Hackett (teacher of computing), Mr Hussain (teacher of science), Miss
Stanley (teacher of science) and Mr Wickham (teacher of maths).

Please do contact the school via the ‘Contact Form’ at Gospel Oak School - Contact Us should you have any
questions.
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May | also take this opportunity of wishing you and your family a happy Christmas and New Year.

Yours sincerely,

Mr S Brownlow
Executive Principal
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