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What a busy half-term that has been! So much has happened in school over the past few weeks……. 
sports’ fixtures, open evenings and mornings, primary school students visiting us, bake sales,  
production auditions, Black History Month workshops, feature menus, Trust Student Council  
meetings to name just a few; and yesterday saw a fabulous day with Years 9 and 10 visiting Alton  
Towers and Years 7 and 8 having a Halloween-themed end to the day. Year 11 and our post-16  
students, mindful of their upcoming mocks and continued preparation for success at the end of the  
year, had additional time to support learning for their PSAs and NEAs – what many of us might call 
‘coursework’ from days gone by! – so that their academic learning remained at the forefront. Year 11s  
had a hot chocolate and cookie treat to end their day…..before many of them returned for our Post-16 Open Evening, 
and it was lovely to see them thinking so carefully about their next steps, with many excellent questions from both 
students and parents and carers. Do please remember to check our website -  Gospel Oak School - Sixth Form – for 
further information, and if there are questions please use Gospel Oak School - Contact Us. 
 
As we enter half-term, we will welcome back into school many of our exam students for ‘Exam Masterclasses’ with 

teaching staff offering a variety of sessions from Monday to Thursday. A reminder that the full list of sessions can be 

seen here –  October 2024 Half Term Masterclasses – and students are able to come into school next week with their 

consent form, or a note from home, if they have not yet returned this to school. We know that our Year 11 and Year 

13 students will be revising hard for their mock examinations; this hard work now will pay off in the future. It can be a 

worrying time for many students, and it is natural to be a little anxious in the build-up to the exam period; please 

remember that support is available from YoungMinds | Mental Health Charity For Children And Young People | 

YoungMinds and  Home - Kooth should it be needed. 

 
Thank you to our parents and carers who have completed the form to support us with understanding how to develop 
our approach to homework over the coming weeks; the consultation - 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkim203fYHApLtyX1rQ-
vKqJUNUlJWTlYTEtZTDNaMEY4QU9KV1ZSRUlJNi4u – closes at 5pm on Sunday 27th October. Please reinforce with 
your daughter and/or son that we are currently rewarding students for completion of homework, and outstanding 
homework on ClassCharts; we propose to develop this to include sanctions – detentions after-school - for Year 11 
students who choose not to complete their homework from 25th November, and for Years 7-10 from 13th January. 
Developing our approach to homework is key to supporting improved academic results for our students; we are keen 
for as many parents and carers as possible to support us with this, and will be discussing further in our Parents’ and 
Carers’ Forum next month. 
 
As it is the holiday period, please be mindful that Gospel Oak School - Contact Us will not be responded to using our 
usual 48-working hours’ response time to enable colleagues to relax with friends and family over the week; messages 
will be returned when the second half-term begins again. Please take the time to look at the many different 
opportunities provided in the local area which we have featured later in the eZine; we are fortunate to have so much 
community support and so many different activities available for all of us in our local area. We look forward to seeing 
your daughter and/or son back in school on Monday 4th November at 8.25am as normal, and wish you a restful week. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 
 
Wednesday 6th November – Parent/Carer Forum 

Friday 8th November – Year 7 Tamworth Arboretum  
                                         Trip 

Friday 8th November – Year 8 Loudmouth  
                                         Performance 

Friday 8th November – Year 11 Birmingham City  
                                         Centre Art Trip 

Friday 8th November – Yr 9 St Mark’s Church Trip 

 
 
 
 
 

Assembly Themes 

 
Assembly focus this week was Rewards 
 
w/c 04/11 – Term ahead – expectations 
 
w/c 11/11 – Remembrance Day 
 
Please take the time to talk to your child about 
what they have learnt in Assembly. 

https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/page/?title=Sixth+Form&pid=26
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/parent-letters/FB07ECEBDD7C844AC1C108FB85CA95E5.docx
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkim203fYHApLtyX1rQ-vKqJUNUlJWTlYTEtZTDNaMEY4QU9KV1ZSRUlJNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkim203fYHApLtyX1rQ-vKqJUNUlJWTlYTEtZTDNaMEY4QU9KV1ZSRUlJNi4u
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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Sixth Form 
 

As half term is approaching, I would like to thank the year 12 and 13 students for their hard work and 
dedication to their learning. It has been a busy and hard term, but you have all strived to complete all 
tasks. Well done!  
 
Reminder – To be completing Uplearn, Everlearner and Seneca.   
 
Your sincerely, 
 
Mr Bala   
Director of Post 16   
  
Year 12 student of the week – Tyler F   
Year 13 student of the week – Keira J M  
  
Year12 attendance – 95.8 %  
Year 13 attendance –93.7 %  
  
Events –  24th October - Post 16 Open evening 6.00-8.00  
                                                       

 

Exam Masterclasses 
 
Unfortunately our advertised Computer 
Science Exam Masterclasses will not be 
running at half-term; there are a 
number of different Exam 
Masterclasses that students can choose 
to attend on the same day, and we will 
support students with this choice when 
they come into school. 
 

Sparx Maths, Reader and Science 
 
A big thank you to all parents and carers 
supporting students with Sparx Maths, 
Reader and Science homework. We have 
now activated the parent emails on the 
system so you should get feedback on 
homework completed. As this has just been 
activated there may be some teething 
problems so please bear with us. 
  
As always, parents and carers can let us 
know through Gospel Oak School - Contact 
Us if there are any questions. 
 

 

https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: Parents/Carers 
 
 

25th October 2024 
 

 Our Ref: SBr.KH.3132 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Staffing 

I am writing to thank you for your help and support in improving attendance and behaviour this academic year. We 
are pleased that the behaviour in lessons and around the school is significantly better this year and that the number 
of students absent from school is significantly lower than this time last year. We are confident that this will help 
improve attainment and achievement. 
 
I am delighted that the school continues to be fully staffed providing our students with the consistency and visibility 
of staff that they deserve. We have therefore not had to use any agency and supply staff so far this academic year. To 
add extra capacity, I am pleased to announce the appointment of another new teacher and Miss Khera will join us in 
November 2024 as a teacher of maths.  
 
I hope everyone enjoys their October half term holiday and I look forward to the school re-opening for all students on 
Monday 4th November at 8.30am. 
 
Please do contact the school via the ‘Contact Form’ at Gospel Oak School - Contact Us should you have any questions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr S Brownlow 
Executive Principal 
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