
GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL – E-ZINE WE 18TH OCTOBER 2024 
  
REMINDER – a free breakfast is available for students to attend from 8am in the Restaurant.  
 
It has been another busy week in school; assemblies have focused on the importance of  
Remembrance Day, and all students have had an additional assembly about Black History Month. 
Many lessons have featured learning linked to Black History Month, too, as we build upon student  
learning on this year’s theme of ‘Reclaiming Narratives’. We thank you as parents and carers for  
continuing these discussions and learning at home. Students have also had assemblies with DECCA –  
Drugs’ Education, Counselling and Confidential Advice – and further information canbe found about their work 
through visiting Family Information Service Hub | DECCA (sandwell.gov.uk). 
 
Thursday evening saw us welcome many of our new Year 7 parents and carers into school for the ‘Year 7 Settling-in 
Evening’; this provided invaluable opportunities for parents and carers to talk with form tutors and other school staff, 
as well as learning more about Gospel Oak. Information was shared again about Sparx which is the online learning 
platform we are using in Key Stage 3 – and in Key Stage 4 where relevant, particularly in Maths – to facilitate 
homework. Please do ensure that your daughter or son is completing their Sparx learning at home and let us know – 
via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us – if you need any support with this. A reminder, too, that as we continue to 
develop our homework provision, students are receiving positive points for completing their homework; sanctions for 
non-completion have not been introduced yet, and we would encourage you to revisit the eZine from Friday 27th 
September to support your understanding of our plans. Our parent and carer consultation on this - 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkim203fYHApLtyX1rQ-
vKqJUNUlJWTlYTEtZTDNaMEY4QU9KV1ZSRUlJNi4u – closes on 27th October at 5pm, and we would like as many 
contributions from parents and carers as possible to support us with our next steps; thank you to all those who have 
completed this already. 
 
Next Thursday sees our Post-16 Open Evening; this is a great opportunity for our current Year 11s to find out more 
about our Sixth Form provision and we look forward to seeing many of them in attendance; we hope that parents and 
carers are able to attend too. Year 11s will not need reminding that their mock examinations start immediately after 
half-term, and their revision should be well underway for these. Students should make sure they are preparing 
thoroughly and accessing any support they need; following on from last week’s eZine, we are running a series of 
Exam Masterclasses with Year 11 and Year 13 students at October half-term; students have been informed about 
these via their Year Team and letters to sign up are available from Reception. Please do use Gospel Oak School - 
Contact Us if you have any questions. 
 
As always, thank you for your support and we hope you have a lovely weekend. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 
 
Thursday 24th October – Year 9 and 10 Alton Towers   
                                            Trip 

Thursday 24th October – Year 12 RSC Visit - Othello 

Thursday 24th October – Post 16 Open Evening 

Friday 25th October – Teacher Training Day 

Wednesday 6th November – Parent/Carer Forum 

Friday 8th November – Year 7 Tamworth Arboretum  
                                         Trip 

Friday 8th November – Year 8 Loudmouth  
                                         Performance 

Friday 8th November – Year 11 Birmingham City  
                                         Centre Art Trip 

Friday 8th November – Yr 9 St Marks Church Trip 

 
 
 
 
 

Assembly Themes 

 
Assembly focus this week was Anti-Bullying 
 
w/c 21/10 - Rewards 
 
w/c 04/11 – Term ahead – expectations 
 
Please take the time to talk to your child about 
what they have learnt in Assembly. 

https://fis.sandwell.gov.uk/kb5/sandwell/directory/service.page?id=e8GYlv1koWk
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkim203fYHApLtyX1rQ-vKqJUNUlJWTlYTEtZTDNaMEY4QU9KV1ZSRUlJNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkim203fYHApLtyX1rQ-vKqJUNUlJWTlYTEtZTDNaMEY4QU9KV1ZSRUlJNi4u
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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Sixth Form 
 

                                                                 On Thursday the Lead Ambassador attended the CRST     
                                                                                student council conference. The conference aim was to      
                                                                                decide which charity the trust would be supporting this   
                                                                                year.  The nominations were Birmingham’s Children’s  
                                                                                Hospital, Develop Africa and British Heart Foundation, votes  
                                                                                from different primary schools were counted and the winner  
                                                                                is Birmingham’s Children’s Hospital. A number of events will  
                                                                                now be held to raise money for them.  
 
 
 
Reminder – To be completing Uplearn, Everlearn and Senica.   
 
Your sincerely   
 
Mr Bala   
Director of Post 16   
  
Year 12 student of the week – Caine S  
Year 13 student of the week – Kiera J M   
  
Year12 attendance – 95.9 %  
Year 13 attendance –92.1 %  
  
Events –   
24th October - Post 16 Open evening 6.00-8.00  
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Barnardo Family Hubs 
 
Barnardo Family Hubs are keen to get a survey link 
to as many parents who have a child with SEND as 
possible. This is required so Barnardo’s can work in 
partnership with another agency to create a useful 
resource for parents and would like them to shape 
what it looks like. We have been asked to share 
the following link with you so you can respond: 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/EF8Je7rdHH 
 

Alton Towers 
 
Year 9 and 10 trip to Alton Towers on Thursday 
24th October – please send in your consent form as 
a matter of urgency. 
 

 
Sparxs homework for Year 7, 8 &9 

 
Well done to all students completing their Sparxs 
Maths, Science, and Reader homework each week. 
Students can log in at either sparxmaths.com, 
sparxsscience.com or sparxreader.com. They will 
need to add Gospel Oak School as their school and 
log in using Microsoft. These details have been 
given to students by their form tutors and should 
be in their planners. Please use the contact us 
emails on the website if you have any questions. 
 
 

Exam Masterclassess 
 
Further to our previously advertised Exam 
Masterclasses at October half-term, two sessions 
for Design and Technology have now been added 
on Monday 28th and Tuesday 29th October; we 
have reattached the letter from last week so that 
you can see all of the opportunities again for Year 
11 and Year 13 students. 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/EF8Je7rdHH
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                                                                                                Talking Futures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents Advice for Career Conversations - Talking Futures 

 

SouthPaw Boxing 
 
We are ready to lanch the OSF SouthPaw Boxing 

Afterschool club from Thursday this week, see 

flyer below. 

We will continue to run the provisional from 3.30 

– 16.30. 

https://www.talkingfutures.org.uk/


GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL – E-ZINE WE 18TH OCTOBER 2024  
 

 
 
 



GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL – E-ZINE WE 18TH OCTOBER 2024 
 
 

 
 



GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL – E-ZINE WE 18TH OCTOBER 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Safeguarding and Safety Updates 
 

Safety Online 
 
Please use the link below to access information on how you can help 
keep your child safe online. 
Online safety blog | NSPCC 
 
What Parents need to know about QR Code Scams  
 
QR code scams (also known as ‘quishing’,) involve the malicious use of 
Quick Response (QR) codes to deceive people into revealing personal 
information or downloading harmful software.  These scams exploit QR 
codes’ convenience and widespread use – for example, in adverts, 
restaurant menus and public notices, with criminals installing fake QR 
codes which direct users to bogus sites. 
Please see the embedded pdf above to read about the risks and advice 
to prevent this. 
 
What Parents need to know about Using and Reviewing Parental 
Controls  
 
Phones and computers are essential parts of children’s lives, but with 
unfettered internet access comes a multitude of risks.  While not 
foolproof, parental controls can help this; filtering out inappropriate 
content, limiting the ability to spend real money, capping screen time 
and generally making devices safer for young people 
Please see the embedded pdf above to read about the risks and advice 
to prevent this. 
 

 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To:  All Parents/Carers 
 
 
 
18th October 2024 
 
 

 Our Ref: CL.KH.3127 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Diwali at Gospel Oak School 

We are pleased to inform you that our school will be celebrating Diwali, the Festival of Lights, on 5th and 6th 
November. This vibrant festival, which symbolises the victory of light over darkness and good over evil, holds 
significant cultural importance for many of our students and their families. 
 
To honour this occasion, we will be organising a series of events and activities that will allow our students to engage 
with the rich traditions associated with Diwali.  
 
These activities will include: 
 

• Art and craft sessions 

• Diva painting 

• Rangoli Art 

• Display of decorations 

• Food tasting in the canteen  
 
We kindly ask students for their support in making this celebration memorable. If students are interested in 
volunteering or contributing to the events, please feel free to reach out to Mrs Mistry, via Gospel Oak School - 
Contact Us, who will be leading this event.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to celebrating this joyous occasion! 
 
Warm regards, 
 

 
Mrs C Law 
Assistant Principal 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: Parents / Carers 
 
 
18th October 2024 
 

 Our Ref: SBr.KH.3128 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: School Gateway 

We are aware that some parents/carers have been unable to access School Gateway to pay for trips. To help you get  
access to it please follow these simple steps to update your personal details in the Arbor Parent App or Parent Portal: 
  

• Log in to the Arbor Parent App or Parent Portal. 
 
Parent App 
 

Parent Portal 

 

 

 

• Go to your son’s or daughter’s profile. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/


 

 

• Scroll down to the Family, Guardians & Contacts section. 
 
Parent App 
 

 
 
Parent Portal 
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• Edit your contact information (phone number, email address, etc.). Any details with a > symbol can be 
changed. 

 

 
 

• Save your changes. 
 
 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch with us at school, by filling in the contact form on our website, if you are having 
difficulties. If you need further guidance, you can find more detailed instructions on this page of the Arbor support 
guide: Updating Your Guardian Details. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 
Mr L Lyall 
Senior IT Technician 
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October Half Term Masterclasses 

 

Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: Parents / Carers 
 
 
11th October 2024 
 

 Our Ref: CM.KH.3123 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: October Half Term Masterclasses 

We will be offering Exam Masterclasses in a number of subjects to support students in their continued preparations 
for their examinations and assessments. Interventions will start in classrooms at 9.30am, and finish at 12.00pm and 
students will be expected to leave the school site immediately on the completion of their session. 
 
Students are not expected to wear school uniform and should bring their own snacks and drinks with them if they 
wish to do so. Students need to report to Reception at 9.20am.  
 
Please complete and sign the attached consent form if you wish for your son/daughter to take part. Please note that 
places will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis with a maximum of 20 places available in each intervention. 
Consent forms must be returned to Reception by 11.20am on Monday 21st October. In the event of interventions 
being oversubscribed, a message will be sent to you via Arbor to inform you that there are no spaces.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of our work with your daughter/son; teaching staff are reminding students 
regularly of the importance of continued preparation for their upcoming mock examinations and summer exams, 
and we are grateful for your encouragement of revision as we move closer to these. Please remember that Seneca, 
GCSEPod and Sparx are excellent resources to support progress, along with use of exercise books and revision guides. 
Further details regarding the November mock examination programme and Autumn Term revision schedule have 
also been sent to you.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

 
Miss C Middlehurst 
Senior Vice Principal 

mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/


 
 
Student Name: _________________________________________________ Tutor Group: _________ 
 
I give my consent for my son/daughter to attend the following intervention sessions in school. My son/daughter will 
report to school Reception at 9.20am, and interventions will start at 9.30am in classrooms and end at 12.00pm; my 
son/daughter will be responsible for making their own way to and from school and will leave promptly at the end of 
the session. Emergency contact and medical information held in school will be used if needed, and I will ensure that 
school is updated if this has changed. 
 
Signed: _______________________________________________________________ (Parent/Carer) 
 
 
 

Date  Year Group and Subject  
Please tick if 
attending  

Monday 28th October  Y10 and Y11 BTEC Dance – Miss Wilkes    

Monday 28th October  Y10 and Y11 Music – Miss Burke    

Monday 28th October  Y11 Computer Science – Mr Chapman    

Monday 28th October  Y11 Chemistry – Miss Rafiq    

Monday 28th October  Y11 Combined Science – Mrs Pabla    

Monday 28th October  Y11 Mathematics and post-16 Maths’ resits – aiming for grades 4 and 5 – Mr Brown    

Monday 28th October  Y11 Spanish – Mrs Brown    

Monday 28th October  Y11 Art – Miss Dixon    

Monday 28th October  Y11 Design and Technology – Miss Dixon    

Monday 28th October  Y11 & Y13 Design & Technology – Mr Emereole  

Tuesday 29th October  Y13 Criminology – Mr Bala    

Tuesday 29th October  Y11 Geography – Ms Bailey-Green    

Tuesday 29th October  Y11 Art – Miss Pope    

Tuesday 29th October  Y11 Mathematics – aiming for grades 4 and 5 – Mr Shergill    

Tuesday 29th October  Y11 & Y13 Design & Technology – Mr Emereole  

Wednesday 30th October  Y11 Geography – Mr Davies    

Wednesday 30th October  Y11 Geography – Mr Cooper    

Thursday 31st October  Y11 English Literature – A Christmas Carol – Miss Edwards    

Thursday 31st October  Y11 English Language – Paper One, questions 4 and 5 – Miss Lane    

Thursday 31st October  Y11 English Language – Paper One, questions 4 and 5 – Mrs Tiso    

Thursday 31st October  Y10 Drama – Miss Tunnell    

Thursday 31st October  Y11 Health and Social Care – Miss Southworth    

Thursday 31st October  Y11 Mathematics – Mr Dunkley    
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: Parents / Carers 
 
 
 
 
18th October 2024 
 

 Our Ref: SP.KH.3129 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Sparx Reader 

Following on from our previous letter sent about homework set on Sparx for your son/daughter, we would like to 
share some more information about Sparx Reader. 
 
English teachers will be setting homework every Monday which will be due on Sunday each week. Positive points 
will be awarded on class charts to all students that complete the Sparx reader homework weekly. After half term we 
will be also informing parents via an Arbor email if the homework is not completed. 
  
It’s important to us that young people can practice careful, silent reading for a decent amount of time, without 
distraction.  Sparx Reader reassures us as teachers and parents that focused reading is happening, and that readers 
of all abilities feel successful and motivated. 
 
In Sparx’s reader students can choose from an appropriate range of ebooks at their reading level and as they read, 
they’ll answer questions to check they’re reading carefully. Careful readers earn points, meaning they can prove 
they’ve been focusing and ultimately climb the league table! 
 
We encourage you to watch a series of short videos, explaining what Sparx Reader is and how it works, available at 
https://sparxreader.com/parents/ or by scanning this QR code: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do they log in? 

• Students log in sparxreader.com. They will need to select Gospel Oak School and log in using Microsoft and 
the details which will have been given to them by their form tutors and are in their planners. 

 
 
 
 
 

centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk                                Registered Office:                                      Company Number: 08166526 
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk                              Suite B06 Assay Studios,                           Limited by Guarantee 
@CRSTrust                                                                     141 Newhall Street 
0121 270 3117                                                              Birmingham, England, B31SF 
 

 

 

http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/
https://sparxreader.com/parents/
mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk


 
  How can I support my son/daughter with their homework? 

• Sparx Reader adapts to each student’s reading level, so it’s important that you don’t help by answering 
questions for them.  

• You can help by providing a quiet space and a set amount of time for your son/daughter to focus on their 
reading homework each week. 

• The library is available every day after school if your son/daughter would like to work at school. 

• The best way to support your son/daughter is to ask them about the homework they have completed and 
the books they’re reading, which aspects they’re enjoying, which characters and events they’ve recently read 
about or what they think could happen next. 

 
  How can I monitor the reading my son/daughter is doing? 

• You can keep track of your son/daughter’s homework by clicking through the link to the Parent Portal in your 
Sparx Maths weekly homework email.  

• On the Parent Portal, you can choose to view homework progress for any Sparx Learning system your 
son/daughter is using including Maths & Science. 

• For Sparx Reader, you can see progress with the current and previous homework’s and browse books that 
your son/daughter has been reading as part of their current homework.  

 
  What support is available at Gospel Oak School? 

• Students can access support to log in or complete homework on a computer after school in the library each 
day. 

 
  If you have any questions, please contact school via the contact us link on the website or email     
  info@gospeloakschool.co.uk 
 
  Yours faithfully, 

 
 
  
 

Mrs S Pabla 
Assistant Principal 
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Which devices are supported? 

• Your son/daughter can access Sparx on any device that connects to the internet with a web browser.  

mailto:info@gospeloakschool.co.uk
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