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REMINDER — a free breakfast is available for students to attend from 8am in the Restaurant.

It has been another busy week in school; assemblies have focused on the importance of
Remembrance Day, and all students have had an additional assembly about Black History Month.
Many lessons have featured learning linked to Black History Month, too, as we build upon student
learning on this year’s theme of ‘Reclaiming Narratives’. We thank you as parents and carers for
continuing these discussions and learning at home. Students have also had assemblies with DECCA —
Drugs’ Education, Counselling and Confidential Advice — and further information canbe found about thelr‘gork
through visiting Family Information Service Hub | DECCA (sandwell.qov.uk). PE

Thursday evening saw us welcome many of our new Year 7 parents and carers into school for the ‘Year 7 Settling-in
Evening’; this provided invaluable opportunities for parents and carers to talk with form tutors and other school staff,
as well as learning more about Gospel Oak. Information was shared again about Sparx which is the online learning
platform we are using in Key Stage 3 — and in Key Stage 4 where relevant, particularly in Maths — to facilitate
homework. Please do ensure that your daughter or son is completing their Sparx learning at home and let us know —
via Gospel Oak School - Contact Us — if you need any support with this. A reminder, too, that as we continue to
develop our homework provision, students are receiving positive points for completing their homework; sanctions for
non-completion have not been introduced yet, and we would encourage you to revisit the eZine from Friday 27
September to support your understanding of our plans. Our parent and carer consultation on this -
https.//forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weljkS2mQO4DGypXkim203fYHApLtyX1rQ-
vKqJUNUIJWTIYTEtZTDNaMEY4QU9KV1ZSRUIINi4u — closes on 27" October at 5pm, and we would like as many
contributions from parents and carers as possible to support us with our next steps; thank you to all those who have
completed this already.

Next Thursday sees our Post-16 Open Evening; this is a great opportunity for our current Year 11s to find out more
about our Sixth Form provision and we look forward to seeing many of them in attendance; we hope that parents and
carers are able to attend too. Year 11s will not need reminding that their mock examinations start immediately after
half-term, and their revision should be well underway for these. Students should make sure they are preparing
thoroughly and accessing any support they need, following on from last week’s eZine, we are running a series of
Exam Masterclasses with Year 11 and Year 13 students at October half-term; students have been informed about
these via their Year Team and letters to sign up are available from Reception. Please do use Gospel Oak School -
Contact Us if you have any questions.

As always, thank you for your support and we hope you have a lovely weekend.

| =
Upcoming Dates

Thursday 24" October — Year 9 and 10 Alton Towers
Trip

th _ [T
Thursday 24™ October — Year 12 RSC Visit - Othello Assembly Themes

Thursday 24" October — Post 16 Open Evening
Friday 25% October — Teacher Training Day Assembly focus this week was Anti-Bullying
Wednesday 6™ November — Parent/Carer Forum w/c 21/10 - Rewards

Friday 8" November — Year 7 Tamworth Arboretum
w/c 04/11 — Term ahead — expectations

Trip
Friday 8" November — Year 8 Loudmouth Please take the time to talk to your child about
Performance what they have learnt in Assembly.

Friday 8" November — Year 11 Birmingham City
Centre Art Trip

Friday 8" November — Yr 9 St Marks Church Trip



https://fis.sandwell.gov.uk/kb5/sandwell/directory/service.page?id=e8GYlv1koWk
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkim203fYHApLtyX1rQ-vKqJUNUlJWTlYTEtZTDNaMEY4QU9KV1ZSRUlJNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkim203fYHApLtyX1rQ-vKqJUNUlJWTlYTEtZTDNaMEY4QU9KV1ZSRUlJNi4u
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.gospeloakschool.org.uk/contact-us
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POST 16

24TH OCTOBER 2024

6.00-8.00

Sixth Form

On Thursday the Lead Ambassador attended the CRST
student council conference. The conference aim was to
decide which charity the trust would be supporting this
year. The nominations were Birmingham’s Children’s
Hospital, Develop Africa and British Heart Foundation, votes
from different primary schools were counted and the winner
is Birmingham’s Children’s Hospital. A number of events will
now be held to raise money for them.

Reminder — To be completing Uplearn, Everlearn and Senica.
Your sincerely

Mr Bala
Director of Post 16

Year 12 student of the week — Caine S
Year 13 student of the week — Kiera ] M

Year12 attendance — 95.9 %
Year 13 attendance -92.1 %

Events —
24t October - Post 16 Open evening 6.00-8.00
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BARNARDYS

Barnardo Family Hubs For the fil’St time ever!

Barnardo Family Hubs are keen to get a survey link

[ ]
t0 as many parents who have a child with SeEND a5 | P Fl re G a rd en
possible. This is required so Barnardo’s can work in

partnership with another agency to create a useful at Sandwell Val.l.ey

resource for parents and would like them to shape
what it looks like. We have been asked to share
the following link with you so you can respond:

Friday 8 - Saturday 9
November 2024

A blazing installation of fiery
sculptures that will transform
Sandwell Valley Visitor Centre into a
landscape of fire.

https://forms.office.com/e/EF8Je7rdHH

H(PEIIIENGE
REMINDER...

www.visitsandwell.com

——

This is a polite reminder o @ Vit Sandwell &8 BE 5O s Sordve

that year 10 and 12 Work
Experience forms need to
be returned by

Friday 13th December 2024 Further to our previously advertised Exam

Thanks Miss Wilkins Masterf:lasses at October half-term, two sessions
for Design and Technology have now been added
on Monday 28" and Tuesday 29" October; we
have reattached the letter from last week so that
you can see all of the opportunities again for Year
11 and Year 13 students.

Exam Masterclassess

Alton Towers

Year 9 and 10 trip to Alton Towers on Thursday
24 October — please send in your consent form as
a matter of urgency.

Sparxs homework for Year 7, 8 &9

Well done to all students completing their Sparxs
Maths, Science, and Reader homework each week.
Students can log in at either sparxmaths.com,
sparxsscience.com or sparxreader.com. They will
need to add Gospel Oak School as their school and
log in using Microsoft. These details have been
given to students by their form tutors and should
be in their planners. Please use the contact us
emails on the website if you have any questions.



https://forms.office.com/e/EF8Je7rdHH
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7. October Half Term = P 0 2B |
&) P i

October  lf Term  Actwities
October half term holiday is approaching and SPDC have a range of activities on offer.
Would you please carefully read the following information.

Who can access SPDC Activities
Families who care for a disabled child/young person. who live in the Borough of Sandwell
You MUST be registered with SPDC \
Family Activities m
FORFUNIEISI 101 W0 ENRVRG SAOMRAS A NN S DRSS SHE SRS i *  Churchills Bar - 8 Walsall Street ,
mmmmwmﬁm“MMMmm b Wednesbur'y, WSIO 982
request a sibling place and we will do our best to accommodate. Vi *  Join the team for an evening of
walf ey Thirsday st October - Family Fancy DressDisco - & :Q\ £ Dance and Fun b
i 4 Tuesday 29th October - /M-18yrs Cooking | R P oy "“,-\%
et R e . . No limits to your creativity — Yig,
i glance: ! ‘/) * Please do not feel you have to come
in a costume
@) ow to book for the Activities 7 *  Free car park opposite the venue
Please email your expressions of interest to spdcbooking@sp-dc.org o Doors open 5:45pm
i @ Dancing tfgﬂs at 6pm and endi in 8pm
"Which datels) you would like to attend —= —

*How many (adults/children) will be taking part in the sessions.

Please provide this Information in full as with out it we may not be able to process your booking

P v
M*mﬂﬁmmhﬂmﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhhwm
mmmnmmm”:mxim«m. % : =, 7 V@L-g::ﬁhudm
mmm-mmumumgwmmmmmmmm’p Iy ldnmoﬂed'hn;zerhkmddipn
mmw:v;:mmmwrmmocm. (L ’W&%ﬁx ‘
1 you have requested or have been allocated places on a particular activity but can no longer attend, | Sl

we would ask you to let us know as soon as possible by calling Diane 07594 486930 or Gary 07763 593877
‘M 50 that we can offer a family on our waiting list the opportunity to join us.

. -

= Wanted “cheg
@‘ Up Coming Chef’s
Tuesday 29th October 282k & Friday Ist November 2824
Oorothy Parkes Centre, Church Road, .

%E Smethwick, B61 6EH
P 4-11 Years
T10am—-1Zpm

Lets rustie up a tasty stir fry.
Join us at the Dorothy Parkes Centre
Fiona from Fallan Nutrition

will be guiding/helping us to prepare a meal to enjoy eating with
parents/carers/siblings.
Young people will be preparing and cooking a 2 course meal
that will consist of vegetable stir fry and a jam/syrup sponge
pudding with ready made custard.

< RE
N
kx'&; 11-18 Years i

Tpm—3pm
Lets cook up a stir. get out the frying pan and produce a stir
fry like no other.

Join us Dorothy Parkes Centre X
Fiona from Fallan Nutrition Cooking
will be guiding/helping us to prepare a meal to enjoy eating with
parents/carers/siblings.
% Young People will be preparing and cooking a 2 course meal
i that will consist of vegetable stir fry and a jam/syrup sponge
* pudding with ready made custard.
~
m ’S&"EEL ® SPiDC

@ >



HEALTS 79 Sandvell
SANDWE

Win lind the support you need

Sandwell Falls
Prevention Service

Feeling unsteady?

Are you worried about having a fall?

Sandwell Falls Prevention Service offers you free
exercise support to improve your mobility, strength b =

and balance and reduce your risk of falling. : \ -4 '

ELIGIBILITY: Did you know?
J a4

JA-“

J Atr S OF 1QUIS

v Fearof talling/ had falls
Live in Sanawel

v

UK registered toa

v

Sandwell GP

(I/) sandwellfallsprevention@ageuksandwell org.uk
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HEALTH/ 7?9 i

SANDWELL

Wi find the yuppart yes ngad

How it works...
BENEFITS:

1. Getintouch
Improves strength and

Once you have contacted us, our team will be in touch with balance

you fo amange an assessment.
v Improves mability

Accpoemp . .
1. Assessment */ Reduces social solation

« A simple questionnaire to help us understand your

health and circumstances Reduces the risk of Falls
+ & falls risk assessment fo help us understand your For older adulzs
current level of balance and mobility
+ A welbeing assessment to keep your mind healthy Reduces the risk/severity
« A short walk (Timed Up and Go) test to find out your of health condtions
related to inactivity

rizk of falling

3. Falls Prevention Suppart
Following your assessment, we can offer you:

o Access to appropriate
SErvices

Strength and balance exercise for 12 weeks at one of our
commiunity venues led by a qualified instructor

Information Advice and Guidance on reducing the risks of
falls and exercising safely at home

Information about ofher suitable community services and
_ support

AgelK Sandwell is an operating brand of AgeUK Birmingham. Registered Chanity no. 1138240
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SPARXS HOMEWORK FOR
VEAR] 849

Well done to all students completing their Sparxs Maths, Science,
and Reader homework each week.

Students can log in at either sparxmaths.com, sparxsscience.com
or sparxreader.com. They will need to add Gospel Oak School as
their school and log in using Microsoft. These details have been
given to students by their form tutors and should be in their
planners.

Please use the contact us emails on the website if you have any
questions.
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SouthPaw Boxing

We are ready to lanch the OSF SouthPaw Boxing
Afterschool club from Thursday this week, see
flyer below.

We will continue to run the provisional from 3.30
—-16.30.

With the support of Active Black Country, we are pleased to
announce a new exciting 12- week Boxing program. Our Focus will
be aimed to support pupils with coordination, speed, agility and
Mental Health. Participants will also develop key interpersonal
skills with the support of Aaron Cope a local certified Coach and
Mentor.

Start date: Thursday 10th October 2024 x 12 weeks

Time: 15.30pm - 16.30 pm
Location: New Build/Bistro (Refreshments not provided).
Parents welcome.

Please contact Mrs Rolls to book your space which will be booked

% hotve
Y A aC ountr
" v

Talking Futures

Home Pathways v Start Talking v Careers v Resources About VTS S  CAN | HELP? ..

TALKING

A parents' toolkit for career
conversations

Have more informed and constructive conversations with your child about training and education using the

¥

Talking Futures resource.

DISCOVER THE PATHWAY OPTIONS >

Parents Advice for Career Conversations - Talking Futures



https://www.talkingfutures.org.uk/
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At The National College, our WokeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers ond educators with the confidence and procticol skils to be oble to have informed and oge-appropriate
conversotions with children about online solety, mental health and wellbeing, and cimote change. Fermerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes
For further guides, hints and tips, plecse visit nationoicollege.com

® 10 Top Tips for. Parents and Educators

USING AND REVIEWING
PARENTAL CONTROLS

Phones and computers are essential parts of children’s lives, but with unfottered internet
access comes a multitude of risks. While not foolproof, parental controls can help with this;
flitering out inappropriate content, limiting the ability to spend recl money, capping screen

1 KNOW THE TYPES

Whilte porentol control softwore con opply

to on entire device, it olso pays to know obout
options on individual opps and websites. TiTok,
for exarmple, has Restricted Mode for limiting
unsuitoble videca, while Snopchat lets you keep
an eye on who a child hos been talking to. Check
the settings of any new Gpp young users want
and review your options.

=
2 COVER ALL DEVICES

Knowing what porentol controls cover Is

crucial, as remaining unaware can run the risk
of ‘bind spots’ In the device's salety measures.
Controls on a phone will opply whenever o
child’s on thot device, for instonce — but you'll
want to ensure that parental controls are set up
across ony leptops, toblets and potentially other
phones, 0o, Remember, buying o new device
moy require you 10 set everything up again.

. &

a DON'T NEGLECT
SHARED TECH

While children often have their own devices, if
you have @ shored lamily computer of tablet, for
oxomple, you'll need to moke sure that's not o
weak point in your safety mecsures. Porental
controls for your router, that cover everything
connected to your Wi-Fi, ore one option - or you
can just be thorough with eoch device ond
online account. Just ensure that unprotected
loptops, phones ond tablets ore password
locked

)_- - 9
4 CONSIDER TIME 4
CONTROLS A

fven safe Internet content can be hamiul if it's
viewed in axcess. Not anly are cectoin opps
oddictive enough to distroct from other dutles,
but late-night usage con badly disrupt sieep,
which is vitof for odolescent brain development.
Most parental contreds offer some kind of time
fimit -~ sither blocking cccess ot certain hours of
copping the rumber of minutes it can be used
per doy ~ 50 be sure to consider these,

S BLOCK APP SPENDING/_'\

Seomingty free cpps can sometimes \"
include microtransactions: purchases thot ”

©an be mode using roal money. While plenty 0, /

of developers implement these falrly, some

companies attempt to manipulate children into

paying for additional features or content, which

can soon odd up to hundreds of pounds if o child

gets carried away, Thankiully, 105 and Androld's
settings allow you to block in-opp purchases, ’

proventing ony huge bits,
A=)
Meet OQur Expert

time and generolly making devices safer for young people.

—_——
-_r

editer of technology and internet culture webaite Alphe. Now freelance, he
has contributed articles to publicotions including the New Statesman,

-
R o~ o
Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist and the former deputy -I' -
_— o
=7

CNET, the Evening Standdord, Wired, Rock Poper Shotgun, Glamodo, Pocket -

»

Gomer, Stuft, T3, PC Pro, Mocworld, TechRodor and Trusted Reviews

~

¢ NO CONTROLS @}
ARE PERFECT

Parentol controls con be very usetul, but they're
far trom infallible. Some unpleasont content can
and unfortunately will slip through the net, so
remember that setting up thete Mecsures isn’t
a substitute for taking on active interest in
young people’s digitol lives. Tolk to them, and
make sure theyre aware of the risks of the
Internet as well os its bonefits.

oy
MIND THE
T GAPS €2,

There'll undoubtedly be some gops In parental
controls, no matter how thorough you intend to
be. For example, if you use router-level parentol
controds, bear in mind that these won't cover
WIFi outside the home. For that reason, it's
Ienportant 1o keep an open dialogue with
children about the many unpolatable capects of
socicl media and the web,

= '
8 KEEP THINGS SECURE

Same children can react pocrly to parental a ~

controls and feel tampted to circumvent them.
it's Importont to ensure thot the passwords to
these settings remain unknown to children,
otherwise they can easily modify the restrictions
without you knowing. Similarly, make sure your
phaone an't left uniocked and unottended.

== )
o REVIEW CONTROLS
REGULARLY

Parental controls shoutdn't be o 'set ond forget”
deod. Not only con porental summoaries provide
you with a frequent overview of o child's digitol
life ~ to let you spot any warning signs ~ but
companies often odd new features, and some of
these may be usehsl to enoble (or disabile).
Reguiarty checking in ensures that if a child hos
found o way to wiggle out of the controls, you'll
bo the fiest to know.

- \

1o KNOW WHEN TO
LET UP

The parentol controls you Install on a
computer for o seven-year-old probobly
wouldn’t be appropriate for a chitd of 16 — and
as young people approach adultheod, bubble
wrapping the intermet can do more harm than
goed, Consider relaxing parenod controls os
chikiren get okier, £0 they con leom to manoge
the risks of the Intemet thomsetves, without so
many troining wheels.

X @wake_up_weds K3 /wuw.thenationaicoliege @wake.upwednesday o' @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do 50 at thelr own discretion. No Babliity Is entered into. Current os of the date of release: 28.08.2024
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AL The Notion Colege, ow WakeUpWednesdoy guildes empowet ond equip parents, corers and edutotters with the confidente ond practicel sikills 1o be ale 1o have iInfemed and oge-appropriole
comversations with chiidren ctout cniine safety, mentol hedlth ond welibeing cod climate change. Formaerty delives by Natloncl Onine Scfety. thete guides now oddress wider topics and thermes
For hurthar guige s, hints ond tips, please vis notionolcoliege com

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

"4 QR CODE SCAMS

QR code scams (also known as ‘quishing’,) invoive the maliclous use of Quick Response (QR) codes to
deceive people into revealing personal information or downloading hormful software. These scoms
oxploit QR codes” convenience and widespread use ~ for example, in odverts, restourant menus and
public notices, with criminols installing foke QR codes which direct users to bogus sites.

PAYMENT SYSTEMS .9, v,

Cybercriminals may seek 1o change o
QR code that's related o 0 legimats
POYMest sarvice, sUch 08 in 0 restowont. if o

Cutlomer $CONd the QR cade e1pecting to erder
and poy for goods or sarvices (such os a meal in
this cose), they maoy be directed to a site
contzolied by the scommess. Enterng thel

detolls would then cliow the criminats
to delroud them.

_ -
DISCOUNTED GOODS

A poster peorrises goods or sarvices ot o

discountad Cost, requning pecpie to scon o QR

code 10 seginter ond pay. The poster, however, is

malicious, and there s no discount.

Providing your payment detais wodd olow the

crimingd 10 0CCess your hunds. This scom is
common and i often lound in cor

reasonobly
parks In major cities.

PRIZE DRAWS g

A QW code is provided Jor o prize draw, \e
odwertisod on o poster which s licety on display
In @ public 5poce. Scanning the QR code wik
rosult in Deing osked 1o provide lurthes
Indcemation (such o your emaoll address, name,
oddress or phone number), which is then used
by crivrinols tor further social engineering
attocks of even identity koud.

WIFI CONNECTION [(’]

—
sScanning a QR code may be the meons of
connecting 10 the Wi-Fi network in @ hots! or
other public orea. This is usually legimate, Tt
i the QR code is o foke, it could result in

g your ing history ona
*van your login detolls. These can
Do used for phishing attocks and identity frowad
= ond aven Snoncial froud, it they're abile 10

your ]

FAKE EVENTS AND
TICKETS

A poster highights news regarding an
wptoming event, of regarding an odditions
alocation of tickets for g scld-out concert or
Sthas parfermonce. It Girects the usar 1o Ken @
QR code lor more infeemation, 10 register of
possibly to pay. The QR code than leads to a foks
she hosted by scommerns, asming 1o gother dato
on the user for Nture YOS Of 1O euploR of
defroud them mmedclely.

BE VIGILANT

OR codes are more prevalent, and cyber
criminals are Increasingly seeking to use theen to steal
Information ond commit fraud. As sach, it is important
1o remoin aware of 1he risks. Almays contider these
ety concenns belore scanning o QR code and ovold
doing +0 unless you re cartoin it's legitimate. Be sure to
keep your device's operating system updoted os well, 1o
ksop you protactod from known solety risks.

— A

USE TRUSTWORTHY SOURCES

Consider the source of the GR code and Its trustworthiness. A QR code tor
POYMEN in 0 Fes1ouront, for enommgde, is Needy 1o be legitimate If you con

sou it printed on every manuy; 0 randam poster pinned up in the street or in

0 buliding' s corrigor if mare Skaly 10 be frouduent. If youre unsure, e1 on the

tide of caution ond don't scan the code

&
Meet Our Expert

=

® CHECK FOR SIGNS OF

TAMPERING

Where QR codes ore printad or dispiayed, check for
Qry $ign of LOMParing 08 0 ST ker with 0 new Gt
code being ploced cver the top of the provious code,
for Instonce. Where thete are signs ol tampering, you
should consiult @ member of stof! (I you're in 0 hote!
©¢ restauront, for exampie) or simply aveld scanning
the code cltogethar,

Arr~>am

CHECK THE URL

Most phones now show the webd oddress

or URL which o OR code conmects to, ond they
Typicolly reguire users 10 00Ot Deing taken 1o

this oddress bedore progressing Check Ihat the web
address matches that of the site or service you're
CRPOLTNG 10 00CH4s Vo the OF code you've sconned
I It seerma dubious in ony way, dontcick en it

R o T VT

USE THE DEFAULT QR CODE SCANNER

Mot moblle devices coma with the abiity 1o scon QR codes bult iste

the comers app. Whero possible, you should seek 10 use this defout

functionadity 0nd ovoid the use of third-porty OR scanming apps which
Leen

P

Gary Herderson i he Doctor of IT at Millleld, o ierge independent
boarding schcol in Somerset, o3 well o 0 member of the Digtal Futures
Group. Vice Chol of the I15C Digital Advisory Group ond an Association

of Network Managers in tducation (ANMLE) Ambossodor

with e¢ comp fkck o

X @wake_up_weds K3 /wuwthenationalcoliege (©) @wake.up.wednesday o @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide 3o 0 ot their own discretion. Ne llability is entered inte. Current as of the date of release: 21.08.2024




GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL — E-ZINE WE 18™ OCTOBER 2024

Safeguarding and Safety Updates

Safety Online

Please use the link below to access information on how you can help
keep your child safe online.
Online safety blog | NSPCC

What Parents need to know about QR Code Scams

QR code scams (also known as ‘quishing’,) involve the malicious use of
Quick Response (QR) codes to deceive people into revealing personal
information or downloading harmful software. These scams exploit QR
codes’ convenience and widespread use — for example, in adverts,
restaurant menus and public notices, with criminals installing fake QR
codes which direct users to bogus sites.

Please see the embedded pdf above to read about the risks and advice
to prevent this.

What Parents need to know about Using and Reviewing Parental
Controls

Phones and computers are essential parts of children’s lives, but with
unfettered internet access comes a multitude of risks. While not
foolproof, parental controls can help this; filtering out inappropriate
content, limiting the ability to spend real money, capping screen time
and generally making devices safer for young people

Please see the embedded pdf above to read about the risks and advice
to prevent this.



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/
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General Information

Executive Principal hAr Brownlow

Senior Vice Principals hdiss Middlehurst
hiss Tanner

Vice Principals hiss Bott
Or Grewsl
hiss Mutting
hirs Quirk

Assistant Principals hir Dunkley
hir Hickinbottom
hirs Lawe
hir kole
hirs Pakla
hr Simgh

Associate Assistant Principals Mr Balz [Director of Post 18]
hir Mason

School contact details

Telephane 0121 555 1351

hain office email G0Sreception ospeloakschool.co uk
Website wierw . gaspeloakschocl.couk
Attendance Officers hir= Badhan

Iz Bevilacgua



TERM DATES

Academic Year 2024/25
Autumin Term 2024
STAFF TRAINING DAY Maonday 2™ September 2024
STAFF TRAIMING DAY Tuesday 3 September 2024
TERM STARTS Wednesday 4*" Septermnber 2024 for Years 7 and 12
TERM STARTS Thursday 5" September 2024 for all Year groups
STAFF TRAINING DAY Friday 25" October 2024
HALF TERM Monday 28 October 2024 — Friday 1 November 2024
STAFF TRAINING DAY Friday 22 Nowvember 2024
TERM EMDS Fridzy 20" December 2024
Spring Term 2025
STAFF TRAINING DAY kMaonday &' January 2025
TERM STARTS Tussday 7" January 2025
HALF TERM Monday 17 February 2025 — Friday 21* February 2025
TERM EMDS Fridzy 11" April 2025
Summer Term 2025
TERM STARTS FMaonday 28 April 2025
HALF TERM Maonday 26" May 2025 — Fridzy 30" May 2025
TERM EMDS Friday 18" July 2025

STAFF TRAINING DAY Manday 21* July 2025



School Day

Timea Activity
0830 Tutor Time
05.00 Lesson 1
10,00 Lesson 2
11.00 - 1120 Break
1120 Lesson 3
12.20 - 13.00 Lunch and extra-curricular opportunities
13.00 Lesson 4
14.00 Lesson 5
15.00 End of school day
15.00 onwards Extra-curricular opportunities




School Policies

The following school policies are available on our school website at
whenw gospeloakschool.co.uk

Accessibility Plan

Sdmissions Arrangements 2023-2024

Admissions Arrangements 2024-2025

Admissions Arrangements 2025-2026

Anti-Bullving Palicy

Attendance & Punctuality Palicy

Behaviour for Learning Policy
Careers Policy & Stratesy
Drugs amd Alcohol Policy

Firzt Aid Paolicy

Home School Asreement

Intimate Care Paolicy

LAC & FLAC Palicy

Post 16 Attendance Palicy

Post 16 Bursary Policy

Provider &ccess Policy Statement

Pupil Premium Strategy Statement

Relationships and Sex Education [RSE] Palicy
Safesuarding & Child Protection Policy

SEND Information Report

Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Falicy

Young Carers Policy




Trust Policies

The following Trust policies are available on cur school website at

waw.gospeloakschool.co.uk

v Anti-Bullying Statement of Intent Policy

* Behaviour Principles

» Charging and Remissions Policy

» Cods of Conduct Palicy

* Complaints Policy

»  Conflicts of Interest Procedure

v  Conflicts of Interest Policy

» [Data Protection Palicy

* Donations Policy

»  Education Visits Policy

» Eguality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy

* Finance Policy

» Fire Safety Management Policy

» Freedom of Information Policy

* Fresedom of Information Publication Scheme

» Heslth & Safety Policy

» LGPS Discretions Policy

* Lone Weorking Palicy

* Mental Health & Well Being Policy

* Maobile Phone Principles Policy

» Modern Slavery Statement

v  Offsite Alternative Provision Principles

» QOnline Safety Paolicy

* Premisss Management Palicy

»  Privacy notices

*  Pupils Attendance Policy

» Records Management Paolicy

» Recruitment and S=lection Policy

» Relationships, 3ex and Health Education Palicy

» Risk Management Paolicy

v Safeguarding Policy (please refer to each school’s website for their
localised version)

v SEMND Policy

» Subject Access Beguest Form

v Surveillance and CCTY Paolicy

» Suszpension & Exclusion Policy

» Trustees and Governor Expenses Policy

» Whistleblowing Policy




Attendance Information

Introduction

Our expectation is for all students to have 100% attendance and 100% punctusality to school
and all lessans. There is strong statistical evidence to show that students who achieve this are
maore successful im school, make grester progress and that they are more likely to achisve
their scademic potential. The table below further highlights the link between attendance and
learning:

If attendance over the school year | uthe student will miss this many | wand this many
[Su days lessons
1003 1] 1]
9554 10 G0
0% 19 95
855 29 145
B0 33 135
755 45 245
0% L& 230
Attendance thresholds
Stage Attendance Category
1 95%- 100% Expected
2 S90% - 94.9% Below expected
3 =<80% Concern

At Gospel Dak School we value achievement of every kind and we believe that we all respond
well to having high expectations placed upon us.

All students must arrive to school and sl lessons on time.

» 5chool begins with a tutorial zezsion at 3.20am. If 2 student iz marked late to zthool they
are expected to complete at 15 minute breaktime detention. If a student choices not to
attend, this will be escalzted to 3 30 minute detention afterschool.

Momnitoring

designated T'I:I;TT-I El-e-r-n:n-f- -SLT team, Attendance Officer, form tutor, yesr team lead, assistant

year team lead and head of year.

= A designated member of the 5LT team hasz oversight of the whaole system. Their role is to
oversee attendance and punctuality procedures and be aware of students who are a cause
for concern. This member of staff keeps the Pripcipsl informed of any
attendznce/punctuality concerns.

= The Attendance Officer is responsible for monitoring the sttendance and punctuality of all
studenits and informing the year team leads/heads of year of any causes for concarn. The
Artendance Officer checks the registers and if a student iz still absent by 9:30am and no
communication has been received from the student’s parent/carer then contact will be
made with the student’s parent/carer. On 2 weekly basis, the Attendance Officer will




provide data to show each Year group's attendance, authorized absence, unsuthorised
absence and persistent absence. This information will be disseminated to the year team
lead/head of year, headteacher, and designated member of 5LT.

and ensure every student knows his/her attendsnee.
The tutor is also responsible for ensuring that absence notes are collected on a student’s
return to school.

Mr Bals monitors attendance for the whole year group. He is responsible for ensuring that
their yesr group meets or excesds the school attendance target.

Parental/Carer support
We ask that parents/carers support us by:

nat letting their son/dzughter(z) take time off school for miner ailments

arranging appointments and outings after school hours, at weekends or during =chool
holidays

nat taking holidays during term time

enzuring that their son/daughter attends punctually at 8.30am every day

if a student cannot attend school on 3 particulzr day, that the parent/carer phones the
Attendzance Officer (0121 556 1351) by 3.00am to report the absence. We ask that this
procedurs is repeated for any subsequent days’ absence.

sending in 38 note explaining the reason for absence on the student’s return to school after
an illness (this is a legal requirement)

keeping ws informed by telephone ar viz the Arbor app on every subsequant day of
absence sfter the first day

letting us know if there is any on-going medical reason that prevents their son/daughter
attending schoal.



Dress Code

Students im Sixth Form are expected to wear business wear which is in-keeping with the smart,
professional image we want all in our school community to portray.

Male students
= lacket, smart tailored cardigan or smart jumper
=  Trousers

»  Shirt-long or short sleeves with = collar (no large motifz). Colayred or patterned T-
shirts are not to be worn under shirts

» Shoes (leather or leather looking)

Female students
= lacket, smart tailored cardigan or smart jumper
= Skirt (knee length)
=  Trousers
= Smart dress
»  Shirt/Blowse with a collar {ne large motifs). Coloured or patterned T-shirts are not to
be worn under shirt=.
» Shoes (leather or leather looking)

Students studying BTEC sport must attend school following the dress code and then changs
imto their kit for practical lezsons anly.

The fallowing items of clothing are not allowed: hats, trainers, canvas shoes, high heels, flip-
flaps, shorts, thin strapped tops, sun dresses, leggings, jegsings, any type of, tracksuit
bottoms, sweatshirts, hoodies (unless used 25 a coat) and denim shirts.



Hairstyles, lewellery and Make-up

Permitted

»  Students are allowed to wear one smazll pair of plzin metal (silver/gold) stud earrings in
the labe of the ear
= Wristwatch

Mot Permitted

v A =martwatch

* Rings, bracelets, necklzces and wristbands
*  Na nail polish ar fals= nzils

*  Heawy make-up

*  Fzalze eyslashes

»  Fzcial piercings of any description

Hairstyles
Hair should be neat, tidy and safe with no extremes of fashion permitted. Where hair is
coloured or extensions added, it must be of natural shades only.

The school reserves the right to send students home to change if they gre not wearing clothes
in line with our dress code.



Mobile Phones and Smart Watches

As part of our ongoing commitmeant to providing 2 conducive learning environment for all
students, Gospel Ozk School is 3 no phone school. Whilst we understand the convenience and

utility of maobile phones in today's world, we believe that implementing restrictions on their
uzage during school houwrs is essential for several important reasons.

1.

Minimizing Distractions - Mobile phones can be a significant source of distraction for
students, diverting their attention away from classroom. By limiting mobile phone uszge,
we aim to create a focused learning environment where students can fully engaze with
their scademic studiss.

Promoting Social Interaction - Excessive use of mobile phones can hinder face-to-face
communication and social imteraction amaong students. By encouraging students to refrain
from using their phones during school hours, we hopes to foster meaningful interpersonsl
relaticnships and communication skills.

Preventing Academic Dishonssty - Maobile phones present opportunities for scademic
dishonesty, such as cheating on exams or acceszing ynautharised materizls during
asseszments. By restricting mobile phone usage, we sim to uphold academic integrity and
promote fair practices.

Ensuring Student Safety - Constamt access to mobile phones can create challenges in
rnonitoring students' online activities and ensuring their safety. By limiting mobile phone
uzzge during school hours, we can better supervise students and mitigate potentizl risks
associzted with inappropriate online behaviowr ar cyberbullying.

Encouraging Personal Responsibility - Learning to manzge distractions and grigritize tasks
is an important life skill. By establishing clear guidelines regarding mobile phone ussge,
we empower students to develop self-discipling and personzl responsibility in manasging
their technology ussge.

We recognise that there may be instances where students require access to mabile phones
for emergency purposes or specific educational activities. In such cases, we encourage
parents to communicate directly with the school via Reception.

In Sixth Form, we allow students to utilise their mobile phones during social time in the
common room. If mobile phones or smart watches are seen or heard in lessons or the Silent
Study Area, staff will confiscate them.



Home School Agreement

In sending your sonfdaughter to Gospel Oak School, you and your son/daughter agree,
along with the staff and governors, to abide by the Home — S5chool Agreement.

Gospel Oak School - We will:

»  Provide z z=afe, well-arderad and caring environment for all students.

= ‘Yalus and respect everyone as =n individual.

»  Provide outstanding learning and teaching ocpportunities.

»  Provide exciting and rewarding enrichment apportunities.

»  Encourage and support 3ll students to reach and exceed their potential.

*» Provide a2 challenging, balanced and innavative curriculumm.

= Aszess work st regular intervals.

=  Monitor, record and report on student progress termly.

=  Record and reward success.

= Keepyou informed of meetings, events and perfarmances.

= Listen and respond to concerns you may have through regular communication.

=  Contact you promptly if concerns arize.

= Expect the highest levels of attendance, punctuality, effort and behaviour.

* Recognize and celebrate the support given by parent/carers.

»  Offer suppart to parent/carers when appropriate to help your son/dsughter achieve the
agreed levels of achievement, attendance and behawviour.

Students - 1 will:

= Be punctuzl, sttend every day and display outstanding behaviour.

=  Take pride im 2nd wear full uniform svery day.

=  Adopt a positive attitude and participate fully in the Ethos of Gospel Oak School.

= Be fully equipped every day for leaming.

= Woark and learn to achieve and exceed my full potental.

= Mot stop anyone elze from learning.

=  Keep my planner up-to-date and ensure | lock after loaned resources.

=  Be responsible for taking communications to and from home and Gospel Oak School.

= Apgres to attend sdditional s2szions should my achieverent, attendance ar behaviour fall
below zgreed levels.

=  Faollow the Acceptable Use Policy when use ICT resources.



Parent/Carers - We will:

Sand my son/daughter to Gospel Oak 3chool on time, every day, in full uniform.

Only taks holidays during term breaks and understand that helidays cannot be taken
during term time.

Ensure that they are fully equipped and prepared for learning and to engage in activities
related to learning, enrichmeant and ‘Aczdemic Life".

Take an active interest in their education by encouraging them to complete their work
fully and participate in other cpportunities for learning.

Monitor their progress and support them in achieving or excesding their potential.

Keep Gospel Oak School informed about any praoblems which may afect their learning.
Support Gospel O3k School and its palicies.

Armtend all meetings as required.

Read and respond as reguired to all correspondence.

Respond accardingly to emails and phone calls from Gospel Oak Schoal.

Be courtzous when visiting the school and meeting with staff and other parent/carers.
Fromaote the ethos of Gospel Oak School in 2 positive manner in the community.

Waork in partnership with Gospel Oak 5chool to make a real difference to my
son/daughter.

Contact my son/daughter via reception when they are in school, not via their mobile
phone.

Farticipate in support sessions, should my son/daughter fail to meet agreed levels in
respect of achievement, attendance, or behaviour.

Gowernors - We will:

Ensure that we communicate effectively regarding the school and its development.
Ensure compliance with statutory obligations including students' welfare, safeguarding
and health and safety obligations.

Ensure we provide outstanding learning, teaching, and enrichment opportunities for
every student at the school.

Maonitor, review and report all aspects of Gozpel Ozk School's work.

Geek financial efficiency and value for money.

Consult with parent/carers, staff, students and the community over the issues which
CONCErN you.

Approve and publish Gospel Oak Schoaol policies

Provide a direct link between the Local Academy Governing Board and the parent/carers,
students and local community.



Frequently asked questions

What time does my son/daugzhter need to be in school?

=  Everys=cond in school is preciocus and so students must arrive to school and all lessons
om time. School begins with students arriving at their tutor room by 8.230zam.

» |f a student arrives late to a lesson without an appropriate reaszon (for example a medical
appointment supported by 3 letter or appointment card) minutes will be accumulated and
parents infarmed by letter each Friday.

What should my sonfdaughter do if they arrive late to school but before the end of the
tutorial session?

If students arrive after 8.30am but befare 3.00am, they must go to their tutor room where
they will b2 marked as being late by their tutor.

What number do | ring if my son/daughter is ill?
Flease use the Arber app by 3.00am on the first day your son/daughter is ill and again for any
subsequent day’s abzence.

What should my son/daughter do if they feel ill during the school day?

Thiey showld tell their teacher straightaway. They may be sent to First Aid, where a trained
first aider will take care of them. If they are too ill to remain at school or if hospital treatment
iz pecessary then parents/carers will be contacted to make suitable arrangements. It is
essentizl we hawve a minimum of two emergency contact numbers that are up to date. Under
na circumstances should students leave the school, contact their parents/carers themselves
an a mobile phone or g0 home without permission.

Who do | write to if | need to take my son/daughter out of school for medical reasons?
Please send 2 note to your son/daughter’s form tutor requesting absence for medical/dentzl
sppointments at least 42 hours in advance.

Who should my son/daughter see if they have to leave school for an appointment?
Your son/daughter needs to request inform Mr Bala or Mrs Cles.

Can my son/daughter bring medicines to school?
Please refer to the ‘Supporting pupils with medical conditions’ policy on our website.

Wha should | contact if my personal details changa?
If your personal detailz change, please inform you sonfdaughter's Mr Bzala or Mrs Clee.
Alternatively, you can update your personal details using the Arbor 2pp.

confidential matter?)

Please telephone the reception desk at 0121 556 1351 and reguest to speak to Mr Bala or
hirs Clee. A message will be sent to the relevant member of staff. Alternatively, you can uss
the contact form an our website.



Who should | contact if | want to discuss my son/daughter’s progress in a subject?

Plezse uze the contact form on our website, the Sixth Form team will direct the email to the
relevant department subject lead, who will desl with the issue and direct the maost
spproprigte persan to contact you within 2 working days.

Who should | contact if | have an issue about my sonfdaughter's education or an issue with
the schoal?

Plezse make an appointment to discuss the issue with the relevant member of staff. Please
uze the contact form on our schoal website. We strongly advise that any concerns or issues
are not discussed on social media as this could be potentially damaging for our students. As a3
school, we discourage the wse of social mediz to criticise and meake unsubstantiated
comments.

How guickby should | expect a response when contacting the school?

We zim to respond to all queries, questions and concerns from parents/carers within 2
warking days and rezalve them within 5 warking days. Full details can be found on the school
website.

What if | need to pass on an urgent message to my son/daughter?
Please contact the school switchboard (0121 556 1351) and we will pass the meszage on
immediately.

Can my son/daughter bring valuables to school?

For rezsons of security, valuables and large sums of money must not be brought into schoal.
The school does not accept any payment by cazh or chegque. Mo items of value should be left
in bags or pockets in changing rooms during PE lessons. The school is not responsible, or
insured for, student loss, theft etc.

The schoal cannot accept any responsibility for theft, lass, damage ar health effects (potential
or actual] relating to mobile devices, nor for theft, loss or damage to zny other valuable item,
or for the theft or loss of money. It is the responsibility of parents/carers and students to
ensure mobile phones and other valuables are insured.



Mobile Phone Policy

Rationale

Gozpel Oak School recognizes that mobile phones are a feature of modern zociety. This
paolicy refers to mobile phones throughout, but also applies to zll electronic devices (gg
smart watches) that may be used in similar ways.

Mobile Phone Acceptable Use Policy

It iz our policy to allow students to have 3 mobile phone with them in schoaol should they

choose to do 50 under the conditions gutlined in the policy below:

* Phones must not be used for any purpoze (2g phoning, texting, using the internet, taking
photos, checking the time, using it as 2 calculator, taking videos gig) on the school site.

»  Phones must zlways be switched off [not on silent mode) and kept out of view.

Breaches of these conditions will result in the following:

=  The phone will be confiscated and taken to recepticn. If it is the first breach, then the
phione will be given back to the student at the end of the day.

» For subsequent breaches, parents/carers will be required to collect the confiscated item
from school on behalf of their son/daughter. If it is not possible for a parent/carer to
collect the phone, then it will be relezzad to the student from whom it was confiscated
at the end of 5 working days. Any further or zericus breaches of the conditions will
result in confiscation for up to six weeks (including weskends and school holidays).

= Students who breach these rules will also be subject to sanctions under the ‘Behaviour
Policy'. This includes refusal to comply with appropriste confiscation which will be
trezted s an incident of defiance. Continual or serigus breaches of the conditions could
result in suspension from schoaol.

Maobile Phone Acceptable Use Policy (Years 12 & 13)
Students in Years 12 and 132 are subject to the same conditions as those gutlined abowve,
with the exception that they are allowed to use their phones during the school day in the

Zixth Form commen room only {not classrooms). They should not be wsed in other areas of
schoal.

Mobile phones and examinations

Phomes must not be tzken into examinztions. The possession of 2 mobile phone, smart
weatch ar any other electronic devices in an examination room, whether switched on or not
iz an offence under JCO regulations. This can lead to disqualification from some or all of an
examination series, regardlezs of whether there is a proven intent to cheat.

Malicious use

= |f a user of a mobile phone receives any communication that could be portrayed as
menacing, causing harassment or offence to others, they should report it to a member
of staff immediataly.

= |tis a criminal offence under Section 43 of the Telecommunications Act 19242 and the
Malicious Communications Act 1988 to use 3 mobile phone to menace, harass or offend
anather perzan. The school may invalve the paolice should such an action ocoour.



Searching a phone

In line with statutory guidance from the Department for Education (DFE], staff may search a
phone, including examining data and files, if there are reasonable grounds to suspect that
am offence has been committed or there may be evidence of personal injury or damage to
property. Further detzils on searching, screening and confiscation and z link to the
regulations from the DFE can be found in the ‘Behaviowr Paolicy".

Sharing nude and semi-nude images

haking, possessing and distributing any imagery of someone under 18 which is ‘indecent’ is
illzgal. Thiz includes imagery of yourself if you are under 13, All incidents and suspected
incidents will be investigated as 3 safeguarding matter in line with our “Safeguarding
Children Felicy {including Child Protection)’ and most recent government guidance:
Sharing nuedes and semi-nudes: advice for education settings working with children and
young people - GOV UK [www._gov.uk]

Emiergencies

If a student needs to contact his/her parents/carars they will be allowed to use a school
phone. If parents/carers need to contact students urgently they should phone reception znd
3 meszage will be relayed promptly.

Security for mobile phones and other valuables

The school cannat accept any responsibility for theft, loss, damage or health effects
[potantial or actuzl) relating to maobile devices, nor for theft, loss or damage to any other
valuzble item, or for the theft or loss of maney. It is the responsibility of parents/carers and
students to ensure mobile phones and other valuables are insured.



Communication

We are keen to keep all cur parents/carers informed about their son’s/daughter’s progress

and general school events. Howewer, we are also keen to reduce gur carbon footprint and so

we communicate with parents/carers in the following ways:

= Anemail on a Friday with the weskly Ezine newsletter and various letters. This will be sent
syery Friday.

= (lass charts for behaviour and rewards.

= Arbaor for sttendance.

All parents/carers to use the “‘Contact Form® at Gospel Ozk School - Contact Us. If 2
parent/carer contacts the school by letter or phone, our reception or admin staff will
complete the ‘Contact Form' for them. We would be grateful if parents/carers did not email
staff directhy 25 we are unable to monitor the speed and guality of responseas to such emails.

The opticns in the ‘Reason for your enguiry’ box are;

The softwars that we use for the ‘Contact Form' will automatically email the enguiry to the
relevant member of staff. You will receive a reply to your email within two working days. If
yau do not receive 2 reply, 2 member of the senior leadership team will be made aware.

Please note that the replies to all enguiries through the ‘Contact Form’ will come from one
of the following email addressas:

= Year7engui ospeloakschool.co.uk
= ‘YearBenguiry@gospeloakschool.co.uk
= YearSengui ospeloakschool.co.uk

= YearlOenguiry@sospeloakschool.co.uk

= ‘YearllenguiryEsgospeloakschool.co.uk

= Sixthformengui speloskschool.co.uk
= SEMDengui ocspeloakschool.couk

If you have not had & reply to a letter, phone call or email within two working days or you
feel the matter had not been deslt with appropristely, please contact the Principal’s PA

[Kerry Hampton) or email her at info@gospeloakschool.co.uk.

We still prefer face to face communication and feel it is the most effective and productive
method. We do understand though that meetings during the school day are not abeiays



possible and so communication via email provides parents/carers with an easy and quick
way to communicate with us 2= a school.

Howevwer, if an issue cannot be resolved satisfactorily within 2 two email exchange [four in
total), then a face to face meeting in school should be convened.



GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL — E-ZINE WE 18™ OCTOBER 2024

COOO00 Gospel Oak School
Bilston Road
Gospel Oak
Tipton
West Midlands
DY4 0BZ
CogpeL ok
To: All Parents/Carers T0121556 1351

F 0121 506 7833
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk

18t October 2024
Our Ref: CL.KH.3127

Your Ref:

Dear Parent/Carer,

Re: Diwali at Gospel Oak School

We are pleased to inform you that our school will be celebrating Diwali, the Festival of Lights, on 5" and 6™
November. This vibrant festival, which symbolises the victory of light over darkness and good over evil, holds
significant cultural importance for many of our students and their families.

To honour this occasion, we will be organising a series of events and activities that will allow our students to engage
with the rich traditions associated with Diwali.

These activities will include:

Art and craft sessions

Diva painting

Rangoli Art

Display of decorations
Food tasting in the canteen

We kindly ask students for their support in making this celebration memorable. If students are interested in
volunteering or contributing to the events, please feel free to reach out to Mrs Mistry, via Gospel Oak School -
Contact Us, who will be leading this event.

Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to celebrating this joyous occasion!

Warm regards,

Mrs C Law
Assistant Principal

centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk Registered Office: Company Number: 08166526 {,g‘ Ce ntral Region (} Teach
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk Suite BO6 Assay Studios, Limited by Guarantee - hool v Central
@CRSTrust 141 Newhall Street =" 1Schools Trust = e

Founded by the RSA

0121 2703117 Birmingham, England, B31SF
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GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL — E-ZINE WE 18™ OCTOBER 2024

COOO00 Gospel Oak School
Bilston Road
Gospel Oak
Tipton
West Midlands
DY4 0BZ
CospeL o™

To: Parents / Carers T0121 556 1351
F 0121506 7833
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk

18™ October 2024 Our Ref: SBr.KH.3128

Your Ref:

Dear Parent/Carer,

Re: School Gateway

We are aware that some parents/carers have been unable to access School Gateway to pay for trips. To help you get
access to it please follow these simple steps to update your personal details in the Arbor Parent App or Parent Portal:

e Loginto the Arbor Parent App or Parent Portal.

Parent App Parent Portal
‘ LOg in Need some help?
For help with Arbor Parent Portal or A
: Management Information System (Ml
Welcome to Arbor @arbor-education.com Shange E-mail schools, take a look at our Help Centr
e Trouble logging in? No worries! Click
Let's find your school Arbor (W10 SBN) Change Schaol help:

Enter your email address I

gb@arbor-mail.com

Enter your password

To create a free account for Arbor Insi

[J Remember me Forgot your password? ASP analysis tool,click below.
Remember my password
Forgotten password?
o Having issues logging in?
Please press here to see our
troubleshooting article.
Version number: 0.9.353
e Go to your son’s or daughter’s profile.
Who would you like to view?
Dennis Adams
Kimberly Adams
centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk Registered Office: Company Number: 08166526 o central Region G Teach
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk Suite BO6 Assay Studios, Limited by Guarantee \“_T h I —Sentzal
@CRSTrust 141 Newhall Street =" |Schools Trust ooy
& Development

01212703117 Birmingham, England, B31SF Founded by the RSA
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e Scroll down to the Family, Guardians & Contacts section.

Parent App

Justine Adams

Family, Guardians & Contacts

(+) Add Family member, guardian or contact

Connor Adams

Father

07700 900900 (Mobile)

020 8678 3023 (Home)
connoradams@arbor-mail.com (Personal)
1 Longstone Avenue, London, London, NW10
3UL

Access Options

Primary guardian

Can collect

Emergency contact

Parent Portal

Family, Guardians & Contacts © Add

Jack Allen @ Father >
07700 900295 (Mobile)
020 8777 1568 (Home)
jack.allen@arbor-mail.com (Personal)
101B Harley Road, London, London, NW10 8AY
Access Options
Primary guardian
Can collect
Emergency contact

Katie Allen You cannot see this guardian’s details for security reasons
centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk Registered Office: Company Number: 08166526 - = (= | Teach
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e Edit your contact information (phone number, email address, etc.). Any details with a > symbol can be

changed.

Add Telephone Number to Connor Adams
Add Email Address to Connor Adams
Add Postal Address to Connor Adams

User Details

Username
connor.adams@arbor-mail.com

Password

EERREEEE

Identity

Name
Mr Connor Adams

Relationship to pupil
Father

e Save your changes.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with us at school, by filling in the contact form on our website, if you are having
difficulties. If you need further guidance, you can find more detailed instructions on this page of the Arbor support

guide: Updating Your Guardian Details.

Thank you for your cooperation.

L_L?\;LQ
Mr L Lyall
Senior IT Technician
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Gospel Oak School
Bilston Road
Gospel Oak

Tipton

West Midlands
DY4 0BZ

GOSPEL OP“{_
To: Parents / Carers T0121556 1351
F 0121 506 7833
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk

11" October 2024 Our Ref: CM.KH.3123

Your Ref:

Dear Parent/Carer,

Re: October Half Term Masterclasses

We will be offering Exam Masterclasses in a number of subjects to support students in their continued preparations
for their examinations and assessments. Interventions will start in classrooms at 9.30am, and finish at 12.00pm and
students will be expected to leave the school site immediately on the completion of their session.

Students are not expected to wear school uniform and should bring their own snacks and drinks with them if they
wish to do so. Students need to report to Reception at 9.20am.

Please complete and sign the attached consent form if you wish for your son/daughter to take part. Please note that
places will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis with a maximum of 20 places available in each intervention.
Consent forms must be returned to Reception by 11.20am on Monday 21 October. In the event of interventions
being oversubscribed, a message will be sent to you via Arbor to inform you that there are no spaces.

Thank you for your continued support of our work with your daughter/son; teaching staff are reminding students
regularly of the importance of continued preparation for their upcoming mock examinations and summer exams,
and we are grateful for your encouragement of revision as we move closer to these. Please remember that Seneca,
GCSEPod and Sparx are excellent resources to support progress, along with use of exercise books and revision guides.
Further details regarding the November mock examination programme and Autumn Term revision schedule have
also been sent to you.

Yours faithfully,

[ : A,’A,W\ML )

Miss C Middlehurst
Senior Vice Principal

_centralregionschoolstm§t.co.uk Registered Office: _ C_on?pany Number: 08166526 {/_-‘ Central Region S Eeacth I
info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk Suite BO6 Assay Studios, Limited by Guarantee \‘-__:\‘ h | —
@CRSTrust 141 Newhall Street =" |Schools Trust Lj i

Four e
0121270 3117 Birmingham, England, B31SF oty e A

October Half Term Masterclasses


mailto:info@centralrsaacademies.co.uk
http://www.gospeloakschool.co.uk/

Student Name:

Tutor Group:

| give my consent for my son/daughter to attend the following intervention sessions in school. My son/daughter will
report to school Reception at 9.20am, and interventions will start at 9.30am in classrooms and end at 12.00pm; my
son/daughter will be responsible for making their own way to and from school and will leave promptly at the end of
the session. Emergency contact and medical information held in school will be used if needed, and | will ensure that
school is updated if this has changed.

Signed:

(Parent/Carer)

Date

Year Group and Subject

Please tick if
attending

Monday 28™ October

Y10 and Y11 BTEC Dance — Miss Wilkes

Monday 28™ October

Y10 and Y11 Music — Miss Burke

Monday 28™ October

Y11 Computer Science — Mr Chapman

Monday 28™ October

Y11 Chemistry — Miss Rafiq

Monday 28™ October

Y11 Combined Science — Mrs Pabla

Monday 28™ October

Y11 Mathematics and post-16 Maths’ resits — aiming for grades 4 and 5 — Mr Brown

Monday 28™ October

Y11 Spanish — Mrs Brown

Monday 28™ October

Y11 Art — Miss Dixon

Monday 28™ October

Y11 Design and Technology — Miss Dixon

Monday 28™ October

Y11 & Y13 Design & Technology — Mr Emereole

Tuesday 29t October

Y13 Criminology — Mr Bala

Tuesday 29t October

Y11 Geography — Ms Bailey-Green

Tuesday 29" October

Y11 Art — Miss Pope

Tuesday 29t October

Y11 Mathematics —aiming for grades 4 and 5 — Mr Shergill

Tuesday 29" October

Y11 & Y13 Design & Technology — Mr Emereole

\Wednesday 30" October

Y11 Geography — Mr Davies

\Wednesday 30" October

Y11 Geography — Mr Cooper

Thursday 31% October  |[Y11 English Literature — A Christmas Carol — Miss Edwards
Thursday 31 October  |[Y11 English Language — Paper One, questions 4 and 5 — Miss Lane
Thursday 31 October  |Y11 English Language — Paper One, questions 4 and 5 — Mrs Tiso
Thursday 31% October Y10 Drama — Miss Tunnell

Thursday 31% October  |[Y11 Health and Social Care — Miss Southworth

Thursday 31% October Y11 Mathematics — Mr Dunkley
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Gospel Oak School
Bilston Road
Gospel Oak

Tipton

West Midlands
DY4 0BZ

CospeL ok

To: Parents / Carers T0121 556 1351
F 0121 506 7833

W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk

18™ October 2024 Our Ref: SP.KH.3129
Your Ref:

Dear Parent/Carer,

Re: Sparx Reader

Following on from our previous letter sent about homework set on Sparx for your son/daughter, we would like to
share some more information about Sparx Reader.

English teachers will be setting homework every Monday which will be due on Sunday each week. Positive points
will be awarded on class charts to all students that complete the Sparx reader homework weekly. After half term we
will be also informing parents via an Arbor email if the homework is not completed.

It’s important to us that young people can practice careful, silent reading for a decent amount of time, without
distraction. Sparx Reader reassures us as teachers and parents that focused reading is happening, and that readers
of all abilities feel successful and motivated.

In Sparx’s reader students can choose from an appropriate range of ebooks at their reading level and as they read,
they’ll answer questions to check they’re reading carefully. Careful readers earn points, meaning they can prove
they’ve been focusing and ultimately climb the league table!

We encourage you to watch a series of short videos, explaining what Sparx Reader is and how it works, available at
https://sparxreader.com/parents/ or by scanning this QR code:

How do they log in?
e Students log in sparxreader.com. They will need to select Gospel Oak School and log in using Microsoft and
the details which will have been given to them by their form tutors and are in their planners.
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Which devices are supported?
e Your son/daughter can access Sparx on any device that connects to the internet with a web browser.

How can | support my son/daughter with their homework?

e Sparx Reader adapts to each student’s reading level, so it’s important that you don’t help by answering
guestions for them.

e You can help by providing a quiet space and a set amount of time for your son/daughter to focus on their
reading homework each week.

e The library is available every day after school if your son/daughter would like to work at school.

e The best way to support your son/daughter is to ask them about the homework they have completed and
the books they’re reading, which aspects they’re enjoying, which characters and events they’ve recently read
about or what they think could happen next.

How can | monitor the reading my son/daughter is doing?
e You can keep track of your son/daughter’s homework by clicking through the link to the Parent Portal in your
Sparx Maths weekly homework email.
e On the Parent Portal, you can choose to view homework progress for any Sparx Learning system your
son/daughter is using including Maths & Science.
e For Sparx Reader, you can see progress with the current and previous homework’s and browse books that
your son/daughter has been reading as part of their current homework.

What support is available at Gospel Oak School?
e Students can access support to log in or complete homework on a computer after school in the library each
day.

If you have any questions, please contact school via the contact us link on the website or email
info@gospeloakschool.co.uk

Yours faithfully,
0 VO
e —

Mrs S Pabla
Assistant Principal
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