
GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL – E-ZINE WE 27TH SEPTEMBER 2024 
  
 
It has been another busy week in school with our Open Evening on Thursday followed by Open  
Morning earlier today. Our students have been wonderful ambassadors for the school, providing  
tours to Year 6 students and their parents and carers and answering questions about Gospel Oak.  
It was lovely to meet so many prospective students and their families; a reminder that we are  
always contacted using Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if there are further questions. We  
understand what a big decision it is when deciding upon a secondary school and are always on  
hand to resolve any queries. A reminder, too, that it will soon be our Sixth Form Open Evening on  
24th October, another key transition point when big decisions are made; we look forward to seeing  
many of our Year 11s there along with students who may be looking to move to us from other schools in the area. 
 
Year 7 were treated to a fabulous display of Roman artefacts and a presentation about Roman life on Monday 
morning; please do discuss this with your daughter or son. 
 
School teaches many important lifeskills to students beyond the taught curriculum; punctuality is one of those skills 
and students have received a number of messages over the past weeks to support them in understanding the 
importance of this. As is expected in the workplace, we expect our students to arrive on time, not just at the start of 
the day but for their lessons too. As we move into next week, students will be sanctioned for lateness to lessons; 
sanctions have been in place now, as you know, for a period of time for students who are late in the morning to 
school. It is vital that students are in classrooms, on time so that they can maximise their learning; hard work is 
needed from all students in order to secure the outcomes that they deserve to succeed in the future. We thank 
parents and carers for their support with this. 
 
Students are responding well to ‘deliberate practice’ in classrooms, and working hard on their ‘struggle’ as many of 
them are calling it. This hard work will pay off, and working hard creates success. We have provided further 
information about another way in which students need to be working hard – homework – in this eZine and we hope 
that parents and carers will use the consultation form to let us know your thoughts about this. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of the work of the school; we hope you have a lovely weekend. 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 

Friday 4th October - Year 10 Loudmouth  
 
Friday 11th October – Year 9 Loudmouth 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assembly Themes 

 
Assembly focus this week was Diwali 
 
w/c 30/09 – British Values 
 
w/c 07/10 – Black History Month 
 
Please take the time to talk to your child about 
what they have learnt in Assembly. 
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Safeguarding Updates 
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Gospel Oak School 
Bilston Road 
Gospel Oak 
Tipton 
West Midlands 
DY4 0BZ 

 
T 0121 556 1351 
F 0121 506 7833 
W www.gospeloakschool.co.uk 

To: Parents/Carers 
 
 
27th September 2024 
 

 Our Ref: CM.KH.3094 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Homework 2024-25 

Research tells us that students who attend school all the time, work hard in all lessons, and work hard outside of 
lesson time achieve the very best academic outcomes. We also know that the very best work that students do 
outside of lessons is clearly linked to the learning being undertaken in class; students must understand exactly why 
they are being asked to complete specific tasks, an aspect of ‘deliberate practice’. We need to ensure that our 
students are working harder in their own time, on the right tasks, in order to achieve better results. Clearly, your 
support at home is crucial to the success of your daughter or son.  
 
You will notice an increase in homework this year; your daughter or son has been given a planner in school to help 
them with their organisation and they will record their homework in here. You are asked, as parents and carers, to 
check your daughter or son’s planner so that you can ensure that they are doing the work they have been asked to 
do to help them to make better progress and achieve better outcomes; please sign their planner each week so that 
their form tutor can see that you are involved in this process.  
 
Homework will be set as follows:  
 

KS3 (Years 7, 8 and 9)  Frequency  Number of Tasks  

Reading (Sparx)  Fortnightly  Minimum of one task per fortnight  

Maths (Sparx)  Fortnightly  Minimum of one task per fortnight  

Science (Sparx)  Fortnightly  Minimum of one task per fortnight  

  

KS4 (Years 10 and 11)  Frequency  Number of Tasks  

Core (Maths, English, Science)  Weekly  A minimum of one task    

Options  Fortnightly  A minimum of one task  

 
(A timetable for KS4 homework is included at the end of this letter.)  
  

KS5 (Years 12 and 13)  Frequency  Duration of Tasks  

Options   Weekly  5 hours of directed study per option  
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Sparx is the only platform being used for homework in Years 7, 8 and 9; this is to ensure that students are provided 
with learning which enables them to acquire and develop fundamental literacy, numeracy and scientific skills for 
success in the Core subjects. Maths, English and Science teachers will show students in class how to use Sparx, and 
will be able to provide any support needed with this; your daughter or son can log into Sparx via the Student Landing 
Page, using their school login details.  
 
In Years 10, 11, 12 and 13, a variety of methods and platforms are being used; this is to ensure that each individual 
subject can use the most appropriate approach to support student progress. For example, a student studying GCSE 
Photography will need to complete a very different type of homework to a student studying BTEC Health and Social 
Care. Some subjects will utilise online platforms such as Sparx or Seneca.  
 
Students will be rewarded for completion of their homework through ClassCharts; achievement points will be 
recorded on ClassCharts with immediate effect as follows:  
 
ASP1 (1 point) – completion of homework  
ASP3 (3 points) – outstanding homework  
 
Similarly, if a student chooses not to complete their homework, they will be sanctioned. We plan to stagger the 
introduction of sanctions to ensure that all students, parents and carers fully understand this process. We would also 
like to gather your opinions through a consultation before we confirm our processes for sanctioning.  Our proposal is 
as follows:  
 
Y7-10 – sanctions will be introduced from 13th January 2025  
If students do not complete homework the following sanction will apply:  
B2 sanction ‘No homework submitted (second, or subsequent time) recorded on ClassCharts; usual B2 detention 
sanction of a 30-minute after-school detention applies.  
 
Y11 – sanctions will be introduced from 25th November 2024  
If students do not complete homework the following sanction will apply:  
B2 sanction ‘No homework submitted (second, or subsequent time) recorded on ClassCharts; usual B2 detention 
sanction of a 30-minute after-school detention applies.  
 
Please note that subjects with coursework requirements will continue with their current approach of setting sanctions 
as needed in order to ensure that there are no delays in coursework completion in line with examination board 
expectations.  
 
Please complete 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=UTeH7weIjkS2mO4DGypXkim203fYHApLtyX1rQ-
vKqJUNUlJWTlYTEtZTDNaMEY4QU9KV1ZSRUlJNi4u to share your thoughts on our proposal; this form will close at 
5pm on Sunday 27th October.  
 
Key Stage 5 – please note that compulsory interventions have begun for Post-16 students  
Post-16 students who do not complete their homework attend an after-school intervention in the Sixth Form Silent 
Study room.  
 
In addition to the homework which class teachers are setting, all students in the school continue to have access to 
the GCSEPod learning platform; this may be used in Key Stage 4 by some class teachers as part of the set homework, 
or it may be an alternative that students with to access to further develop their learning. We would also encourage 
students in Key Stage 3 who wish to explore future learning and/or further their own independent learning to use 
GCSEPod.   
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If your daughter or son does not have access to a device or the necessary materials at home to help them with their 
homework, please do not hesitate to contact us at school; please use Gospel Oak School - Contact Us for this and any 
other homework-related enquiries or support needed. Please note that the LRC is open after-school until 4pm from 
Monday to Thursday, and students are able to use the computers in there as needed; Year 11 students are welcome 
to use the Sixth Form Silent Study area after school until 4pm Monday to Thursday should they prefer to use this 
space.  
 
We will write to you later this term with further updates related to homework. As always, a huge thank you for your 
support of the ongoing work of the school.  
 
Yours faithfully,  

 

Senior Vice Principal 
 
 

Key Stage 4 Homework Timetable 2024-25 – Year 10 
  
Please note that students may be told to complete more than one task in line with the information above, and this 
may mean that homework is set on additional days to those outlined below.  
 
Students will record their homework in their planner; please use Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if you have any 
questions and/or concerns. The days below are the days we expect homework to be provided; however, it may vary 
based on the individual requirements of subjects.  
 
Students are welcome to use the LRC Monday-Thursday after-school until 4pm to complete their homework; school 
staff will be available to support, and computers can be used.  
 

Week A 
  

    

Monday  Option A  

Tuesday  English  

Wednesday  Science  

Thursday  Option D  

Friday  Maths  

 
Week B  

  

    

Monday    

Tuesday  English, Science  

Wednesday  Option C  

Thursday  Maths  

Friday  Option B  
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            Miss C Middlehurst 
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Key Stage 4 Homework Timetable 2024-25 – Year 11 
 
Please note that students may be told to complete more than one task in line with the information above, and this 
may mean that homework is set on additional days to those outlined below.  
 
Students will record their homework in their planner; please use Gospel Oak School - Contact Us if you have any 
questions and/or concerns. The days below are the days we expect homework to be provided; however, it may vary 
based on the individual requirements of subjects.  
 
Students are welcome to use the LRC Monday-Thursday after-school until 4pm to complete their homework; school 
staff will be available to support, and computers can be used. In addition, Year 11 students may prefer to work in the 
Sixth Form Silent Study area after-school; this is open until 4pm each day.  
 

KS4 (Years 10 and 11)  Frequency  Number of Tasks  

Core (Maths, English, Science)  Weekly  A minimum of one task    

Options  Fortnightly  A minimum of one task  

 
Week A  

  

    

Monday  Maths  

Tuesday  Option D  

Wednesday  English  

Thursday  Option A  

Friday  Science  

  
Week B  

  

    

Monday  Maths  

Tuesday  Option B  

Wednesday  English  

Thursday  Option C  

Friday  Science  

  
Year 11 students will also be provided with subject-by-subject revision activities which they will need to complete to 
support preparation for success; further information will follow about these in the coming weeks. 
  
A reminder, too, that Option D provides a bespoke pathway chosen by each student at the end of Year 10; some 
students study an additional GCSE in this period, whereas others may have chosen a different Enrichment option to 
support their own needs.  
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