
GOSPEL OAK SCHOOL – E-ZINE WE 20TH SEPTEMBER 2024 
  
We have come to the end of our first ‘full’ Week A this week, meaning that all students have  
experienced their full fortnightly timetabled. Routines are becoming well-embedded, and we  
have been particularly impressed with students who have been through key transition points in  
their schooling; our new Year 7s know their way around the building now, new Year 10s have  
adapted really well to their Key Stage 4 learning and our new Year 12s are very settled in the  
recently created Sixth Form area and in their post-16 courses. Mrs Quirk has spoken to all year  
groups this week in assemblies about ‘struggle time’ and getting used to finding learning hard,  
developing resilience to challenges in the classroom and the key role that ‘deliberate practice’  
plays in securing academic success; all year groups are responding well to these expectations and  
changes to their classroom experiences from previously.  
 
Planners and lanyards were issued to all students last Friday; please do ensure that, when you are checking your 
daughter or son’s uniform at home before they leave, they are wearing their lanyard and have their planner with 
them. Homework will be being recorded in planners – further information on this follows next week – and they are a 
vital part of their school organisation. There are a very small number of students who are attending school without a 
bag; all students should have a bag to keep their pencil cases, planners and any work that they are taking to and from 
home, along with their PE kit as necessary. Please check that your daughter or son is leaving home with their bag; if 
you need support with this, please use Gospel Oak School - Contact Us to let us know. With regards to our 
communications from parents and carers, a reminder, please, to use Gospel Oak School - Contact Us so that we can 
monitor the system centrally. We know that communication has been an area of concern for parents and carers in the 
past and we have worked to improve this, and continue to invite your feedback to this process through Gospel Oak 
School - Contact Us. 
 
It is our Year 6 Open Evening this Thursday; many of our current students will be supporting with tours and 
demonstrations in different subjects. We hope that we will see many familiar faces with existing parents and carers 
bringing younger children to visit our school. We understand what a big decision it is when choosing a secondary 
school and realise that you may have other commitments on Thursday evening; we are also holding an ‘Open 
Morning’ on Friday 27th September and details can be found on the ‘pop-ups’ on our website; as always Gospel Oak 
School - Contact Us can be used as needed. 
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend, and we look forward to seeing your daughter or son in school for 8.25am ready 
for their line-up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 

Monday 23rd September – Year 7 Educational  
                                                Enrichment Workshop –  
                                                Historical Lives 
 

Tuesday 24th September – Year 7 Educational  
                                                Enrichment Workshop –  
                                                Historical Lives 
 
Wednesday 25th September – Prefect Presentation 
 
Thursday 26th September – Year 6 Open Evening,                
                                                  6pm – 8pm 
 
Friday 27th September – Year 6 Open Morning,  
                                            9:30am-11:00am 
 
Friday 27th September – Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 
Friday 4th October - Year 10 Loudmouth  
 
 

 

Assembly Themes 

 
Assembly focus this week was Internet Safety 
 
w/c 23/09 – Diwali 
 
w/c 30/09 – British Values 
 
Please take the time to talk to your child about 
what they have learnt in Assembly. 
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To: Parents/Carers 
 
 

19th September 2024 
 

 Our Ref: RQ.KH.3114 

Your Ref: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Deliberate Practice 

As we continue to strive for excellence in our educational practices, we want to share some important updates 
about the teaching strategies we are implementing in our classrooms. One specific strategy that we are focusing on 
is deliberate practice which includes ‘struggle time’. Our goal is to enhance student learning, confidence and 
resilience, and we believe these strategies will play a crucial role in achieving that objective. 
 
Direct practice involves students actively engaging with new concepts and skills during lessons. This approach allows 
students to apply what they have learned in real-time, facilitating a deeper understanding of the material.  Teachers 
have been asked to plan for 15 – 20 minutes of deliberate practice in each lesson.  
 
‘Struggle time’ refers to deliberately allowing students to grapple with challenging problems or concepts before 
receiving guidance. This approach is grounded in the belief that encountering and working through difficulties is a 
critical component of learning and building resilience.  During the first five minutes of deliberate practice, students 
will not be given support from the teacher and will be asked to attempt the task themselves.   
 
While ‘struggle time’ might initially feel uncomfortable for some students, it is a valuable part of their learning 
journey. Teachers are there to support and guide students through these challenges, ensuring that they have the 
resources and encouragement they need to succeed. 
 
We are confident that by integrating deliberate practice and struggle time into our lessons, we will help our students 
develop stronger skills and a more resilient approach to learning. Thank you for your continued support and 
partnership in your son’s/daughter’s education. 
 

 
Mrs R Quirk 
Vice Principal 
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