


Welcome to A Level English Literature and Language!
The course you are about to embark on will allow you to develop a vast array of skills in addition to developing your theoretical understanding of literature and linguistics.
You will need to work through the tasks in this booklet in detail and keep the work you create in a subject specific folder. The work you will complete will be in preparation for all components within the A Level, and you will be referring back to it throughout the course.
In order to complete the tasks in this booklet you will need to purchase your copy of the set texts below, please ensure you purchase the correct ISBN number. This will remain your copy of the text in which you will be able to make notes, you will be provided with a clean copy for the exam itself.
Set texts:
The Handmaid’s Tale – Margaret Attwood
· ISBN-10 ‏ : ‎ 3125776929

The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini
· ISBN-10 ‏ : ‎ 1526604744

Othello – William Shakespeare
· ISBN-10 ‏ : ‎ 185326018

The poetry anthologies, and the set text anthology, will be provided for you, by the exam board.

At the end of this booklet you will find also find a suggested reading list; it is very important that you engage in wider reading to add depth to your analysis in all of your components and secure the top grades. You don’t just have to read what is on this list – try and read a wide range of materials on the subject.

Have fun 



Task 1:
Dystopian Literature: Conventions and Characteristics
Research the author Margaret Atwood: find out as much as you can about the life and times of her.
Below is a list of themes that frequently appear in Atwood’s writings. In your 
research, try to identify the factors that motivated her to write about those 
themes, and write a few paragraphs that focus on biographical events that 
influenced any of her writings. 
• the social myths of femininity
• the social and economic exploitation of women 
• women’s relationships with one another and with men 
• the ways that art portrays women’s bodies 
• environmental issues
• human rights concerns 
• the dangers of biotechnology
• Canada’s national identity
• Canada’s relationships with the United States and Europe
Atwood has written and conducted interviews several times about ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’. Below are two articles she has written. It is very useful to read these, as it is useful to understand how the writer’s mind was working as the idea developed and the book took shape.
‘Orwell and Me’ by Margaret Atwood
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2003/jun/16/georgeorwell.artsfeatures
The Handmaid’s Tale – The Article by Margaret Atwood
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2012/jan/20/handmaids-tale-margaret-atwood
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/live-feed/handmaids-tale-author-margaret-atwood-sees-a-totalitarian-drift-99820

Cornell notes template:
	Topic:

Essential Question:


	Key Study questions 
(You create these based on your notes – keep in mind who/what/when/where
	Notes
(Write key phrases, abbreviations and your own words where possible. Use bullet points when writing ideas. Underline important information and highlight, in the same colour, ideas that go together.

	






























	

	Summary
(Summarise the information you have gathered)





Task 2:
Dystopian Literature
Make notes on the following questions:
1. What are the problems facing society today? List them.



2. Is it society’s aim to eliminate these evils? Is it possible to eliminate them? 




3. Is a utopia ever achievable in reality? If not, why not?



4. Where can we find images of utopia in popular culture? 



5. Is a dystopian society possible in reality? Where can we find historical or contemporary examples? Where can we find examples in literature and popular culture like television and cinema?


6. Read the quotation from “1984” (see below): then, individually and without consulting anyone else, write down your immediate response to the quotation. What does it make you think or feel?
“If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face – for ever.” (“1984”, part III, chapter iii)

7. What do you think are the strengths and weaknesses of these three ways of thinking about 
human nature?
• human beings are essentially good
• human beings are essentially evil (original sin)
• human beings are neither essentially good nor evil, but are formed by their environment (tabula rasa)







8. How does the idea of tabula rasa fit with utopian or dystopian literature?




9. Why should writers wish to write dystopian literature in the first place?





10. Is dystopian literature mainly the preserve of male writers? What might this tell us about the difference between the male and female psyche?





11. What do you think of dystopian ideas? Are they alarming, depressing, interesting, 
exciting…? Would you like to read such literature? Why? Why not? 



12. Which other literary genres is dystopia related or similar to?










Suggested Reading List for A Level English Literature and Language
You may be able to access most of these online or be able to loan them from a local public library. There is no expectation for you to read or access everything, however the more you read and see the more informed you will be.
· The Testaments – Margaret Atwood
· 1984 – George Orwell
· Fahrenheit 451 – Ray Bradbury
· The Colour Purple – Alice Walker
· And The Mountains Echoed – Khaled Hosseini
· A Thousand Splendid Suns – Khaled Hosseini
· The Stationery Shop of Tehran – Marjan Kamali
· A Tale of Two Cities – Charles Dickens
· Les Miserables – Victor Hugo
· Oroonoko, or the Royal Slave – Aphra Benn 
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