
 

    

 

 
 

 

Sample Marked Learner Work 
Issue 2 - April 2023 

 

BTEC  Level  3 Nationals  in 

Performing Arts

External Assessment: 

Unit 3 Group Performance Workshop



  

BTEC Nationals P Arts 2016 SMLW Unit 3 Issue 2 April 2023 V1 

 

Contents 

Introduction …………………………………………………………………..3 

Pearson Set Task (June 2022) …………………………………………….4 

Marked Learner Work (Medium Mark)  

 

Activity 1 Digital Process Log 

Milestone 1 ……………………………………………………………………15 

Milestone 2 & 3 ……………………………………………………………….18 

Milestone 4 ……………………………………………………………………24 

 

Activity 2 Group Performance Workshop 

The video recording of the Group Performance Workshop can be found here: 

Group Performance Workshop 

 

 

Learner Identification:  

The learner has a sleeveless top with thin straps.  She starts up stage right with her 
back to the audience.  Her first move is to complete a half turn to stage right with her 
hands over her mouth.  She is in the second pair sequence which begins with her 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaPphc4kp3s&list=PLtX5crNcpeQfz8T43Vuzy9KrTvBcxm6za&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaPphc4kp3s&list=PLtX5crNcpeQfz8T43Vuzy9KrTvBcxm6za&index=1
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walking downstage and then standing centre stage before her duet begins. 

 

You will need to refer to the BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Performing Arts (2016) 
specification alongside these sample materials 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/performing-arts-
2016.html 

 

Note:  

The Pearson Set Task and the learner’s work used for this sample marked learner 
work are taken from the June 2022 series.  

You are reminded that you need to use the relevant Set Task for the series in which 
your learners have been entered. 
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Introduction 

The following sample marked learner work has been prepared as guidance for 

centres and learners. It can be used as a helpful tool when teaching and preparing 

for external units.  

The SMLW includes examples of real learners’ work, accompanied with examiner 

tips and comments based on the responses of how learners performed.  

Each task/activity will show the learner’s response, followed by comments by the 

Lead Examiner and some Top Tips.  

The marking grids for each task/activity are also included for reference. 
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Pearson Set Task 
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Sample Marked Learner Work 

Learner 1 (Medium Mark)  

Total Marks Awarded: 32 

General Comments: 

This is reasonable level 3 devised work.   

The learner has engaged with the devising process; although she hasn’t fully 
communicated the journey of the process, she has gone on within her milestone 
entries which are often rather descriptive of the final decisions made, rather than 
communicating how these decisions have been made and then refined. 

Work has been created in response to the stimulus although the choreographic 
content and decisions which have been made are often linked to the stimulus 
sometimes rather tenuously. 

 

 

Activity 1 (Milestone 1) 

Assessment Objective 1: Understand how to interpret and respond to stimulus for 
a group performance 
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Lead Examiner Commentary 

Mark: 5 

There is rather simplistic and slightly limited ability to interpret the stimulus, with the 
fog symbolising ‘the crowding of the mind and struggling to see past it’ and then 
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moving straight to mental illness.  However, there has been generally appropriate 
practical development, although the practical work undertaken is described and only 
demonstrates general relevance to the stimulus.   

The learner’s contribution to the group is evident and adequate although the 
generation of ideas is only rather tenuously linked to the set stimulus. 

 

 

Tips  

In milestone 1 learners need to demonstrate their understanding of how they have 
interpreted and responded to the stimulus in the set task. 

Learners should analyse how they have interpreted the stimulus through practical 
exploration and through relevant primary and/or secondary research.  They should 
justify their initial creative ideas for the group performance making it clear how these 
creative ideas relate to the stimulus.  Whilst doing this they should also demonstrate 
their contribution to, and engagement with, the group’s interpretation of the stimulus 
and the generation of their ideas.  It can also be helpful if learners outline their 
artistic aims and intentions and, if relevant, the form and style of the performance 
and their intended target audience. 

It is important that learners do not complete this milestone too early in the process.  
They should have had the opportunity to work in their performance group to 
practically explore the stimulus, to undertake relevant research, to decide upon their 
initial creative ideas and to practically explore and develop these ideas in order to be 
able to access the full range of marks for this milestone log entry. 

 

 

 

Activity 1 (Milestones 2 & 3) 

Assessment Objective 2: Develop and realise creative ideas for a group 
performance in response to stimulus 
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Lead Examiner Commentary 

Mark: 8 

There is a fairly good sense of and some detail on the choreographic decisions 
which have been made.  The movement being generated has been considered and 
there is a sense of exploratory techniques having been applied.  However, the 
milestone entries are largely narrative and tend to justify the final decisions which 
have been made rather than providing an analysis of the exploratory process the 
learner and her group has gone through. 

The evidence in the learner’s milestone entries is moving towards demonstrating 
effective ability and a considered and proficient use of skills to develop and refine 
skills and material.  The ideas being described are appropriate although they are 
only very generally relevant to the set stimulus. 

Overall, reference to choreographic decisions and to refining aspects of the work 
best places the work just into the bottom of band 3. 

 

 

Tips 

In their second and third milestone log entries and the accompanying optional 
evidence, learners should communicate the exploratory process they have been 
through in order to generate and develop their creative ideas in response to the set 
stimulus during the devising process, including any specific devising and/or 
performance techniques with which they have experimented. 

They should analyse how the performance material has been generated justifying 
their ideas for the form and content of the developing practical work in relation to the 
stimulus and their creative intentions for the performance.  They should also analyse 
how they and their groups have applied their performance skills to develop and 
refine their ideas and their practical work. 
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Activity 1 (Milestone 2 & 3) 

Assessment Objective 3: Apply personal management and collaborative skills to a 
group performance workshop process 

 

 

 

Lead Examiner Commentary 

Mark: 6 

In the learner’s written entries for milestones 2 and 3 there is consistent and fairly 
focused evidence of the application of collaborative skills during the developing and 
devising process.   

The learner has made a competent and generally effective contribution to the group 
performance workshop. 

 

 

Tips  

Whilst discussing their working processes, learners should convey their contribution 
to the development process, the application of their personal management, group-
work and collaborative skills and demonstrate their engagement with the process of 
developing their group performance workshop. 

If a collaborative process is at the heart of the creative choices being made the 
learners engagement and contribution will be evident in their discussion of the 
development and realisation of their creative ideas. 

A statement on how well a learner has worked as an individual or within a group 
rarely provides evidence and certainly not secure evidence that this has occurred. 
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Activity 1 (Milestone 4) 

Assessment Objective 5: Apply performance skills to communicate creative 
intentions during performance workshop  
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Lead Examiner Commentary 

Mark: 3 



  

BTEC Nationals P Arts 2016 SMLW Unit 3 Issue 2 April 2023 V1 

The learner begins her evaluation by describing the feedback the audience provided 
without including any real analysis of her own which is not particularly useful.  
However, after the first three paragraphs there are also some considered 
judgements on the piece and some evaluation of the process. In addition some 
appropriate ideas for further development have been provided.   

Overall, a reasoned and considered evaluation. 

 

 

Tips  

In milestone 4 learners need to demonstrate their ability to review and reflect upon 
the effectiveness of the development process and the final group workshop 
performance. 

Learners should analyse and evaluate the development process and the final 
workshop performance, evaluating the impact of their own and their group’s personal 
management and collaborative skills plus the impact of their own and the group’s 
creative and performance skills. 

In addition, learners must provide their creative ideas for further development of the 
performance material. 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 Group Performance Workshop 

Assessment Objective 4: Apply personal management and collaborative skills to a 
group performance workshop process 
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Lead Examiner Commentary 

Mark: 10 

The learner applies performance skills with some focus and at times her skills are 
moving towards being effective.  Interactions and relationships with the other 
dancers are cohesive and consistent and she contributes appropriately to the 
ensemble performance. 

There are sections where her creative ideas are communicated with more clarity 
however overall there is a competent communication of creative ideas in response to 
the set stimulus. 

 

 

Tips  

In their group performance workshop learners should apply their performance skills 
in order to communicate their creative ideas, dramatic intentions and meaning, in 
response to the set stimulus, to an audience.  They must also apply their 
performance style, skills and techniques in order to demonstrate their technical 
command of these skills.  Whilst doing this, learners should interact and respond to 
other performers as they contribute to the whole ensemble performance. 
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