
 

    

 

 
 

 

Sample Marked Learner Work 
Issue 2 - April 2023 

 

BTEC  Level  3 Nationals  in 

Performing Arts

External Assessment 

Unit 3: Group  Performance Workshop



  

BTEC Nationals P Arts 2016 SMLW Unit 3 Issue 2 April 2023 V1 

 

Contents 

Introduction …………………………………………………………………..3 

Pearson Set Task (June 2022) …………………………………………….4 

Marked Learner Work (Low Mark)  

 

Activity 1 Digital Process Log 

Milestone 1 …………………………………………………………………..16 

Milestone 2 & 3 ……………………………………………………………...19 

Milestone 4 …………………………………………………………………...23 
 

Activity 2 Group Performance Workshop 

The video recording of the Group Performance Workshop can be found here: 

Low Mark Learner Group Performance Workshop 

 

 

Learner Identification:  

The learner performs as The Witch.  He is the fourth character to enter the 
performance space.  He appears stage right slightly off camera and then moves to 
upstage centre and initially stands with his back to the audience for a while.  He 

https://youtu.be/7vn4oNBCUwg
https://youtu.be/7vn4oNBCUwg
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wears a long brown dressing gown with a grey trim. 

 

You will need to refer to the BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Performing Arts (2016) 
specification alongside these sample materials 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/performing-arts-
2016.html 

 

Note:  

The Pearson Set Task and the learner’s work used for this sample marked learner 
work are taken from the June 2022 series.  

You are reminded that you need to use the relevant Set Task for the series in which 
your learners have been entered. 
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Introduction 

The following sample marked learner work has been prepared as guidance for 

centres and learners. It can be used as a helpful tool when teaching and preparing 

for external units.  

The SMLW includes examples of real learners’ work, accompanied with examiner 

tips and comments based on the responses of how learners performed.  

Each task/activity will show the learner’s response, followed by comments by the 

Lead Examiner and some Top Tips.  

The marking grids for each task/activity are also included for reference. 
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Pearson Set Task 
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Sample Marked Learner Work 

Learner 1 (Low Mark)  

Total Marks Awarded: 12 

General Comments: 

This is limited level 3 devised work.  Whilst the learner has created performance 
work in response to the original stimulus material. There is evidence that the 
stimulus has largely been ‘linked to’ rather than being at the heart of the learner’s 
response.  There is little sense of creative experimentation, collaboration or of the 
‘journey’ of the devising process.  Performance skills are limited at this level. 

 

 

Activity 1 (Milestone 1) 

Assessment Objective 1: Understand how to interpret and respond to stimulus for 
a group performance 
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Lead Examiner Commentary 

Mark: 2 

There is a limited, rather descriptive, initial response to the stimulus.  Research is 
limited to ‘watching movies that feature a supernatural forest’.  Practical exploration 
of the stimulus is limited to the description of plot ideas which show limited relevance 
to the stimulus. 

Overall, there is limited evidence of the learner having completed any relevant 
research or of useful practical exploration of the stimulus.  There is also limited 
evidence of the learner’s contribution to the group’s interpretation of the stimulus and 
the generation of ideas for performance. 

 

 

Tips  

In milestone 1 learners need to demonstrate their understanding of how they have 
interpreted and responded to the stimulus in the set task. 

Learners should analyse how they have interpreted the stimulus through practical 
exploration and through relevant primary and/or secondary research.  They should 
justify their initial creative ideas for the group performance making it clear how these 
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creative ideas relate to the stimulus.  Whilst doing this they should also demonstrate 
their contribution to, and engagement with, the group’s interpretation of the stimulus 
and the generation of their ideas.  It can also be helpful if learners outline their 
artistic aims and intentions and, if relevant, the form and style of the performance 
and their intended target audience. 

It is important that learners do not complete this milestone too early in the process.  
They should have had the opportunity to work in their performance group to 
practically explore the stimulus, to undertake relevant research, to decide upon their 
initial creative ideas and to practically explore and develop these ideas in order to be 
able to access the full range of marks for this milestone log entry. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Activity 1 (Milestones 2 & 3) 

Assessment Objective 2: Develop and realise creative ideas for a group 
performance in response to stimulus 
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Lead Examiner Commentary 

Mark: 3 

The learner’s milestone entries are fairly descriptive of what the group has done 
and/or are doing. They provide a largely narrative account of the plot.  There is  little 
sense of an exploratory process in order to develop work in response to a set 
stimulus.   

Overall, there is evidence of a limited ability to use exploratory techniques to 
generate material and there is limited reference to the development of the learner’s 
own or the group’s performance skills. 

 

 

Tips 

In their second and third milestone log entries and the accompanying optional 
evidence, learners should communicate the exploratory process they have been 
through in order to generate and develop their creative ideas in response to the set 
stimulus during the devising process, including any specific devising and/or 
performance techniques with which they have experimented. 

They should analyse how the performance material has been generated justifying 
their ideas for the form and content of the developing practical work in relation to the 
stimulus and their creative intentions for the performance.  They should also analyse 
how they and their groups have applied their performance skills to develop and 
refine their ideas and their practical work. 
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Activity 1 (Milestone 2 & 3) 

Assessment Objective 3: Apply personal management and collaborative skills to a 
group performance workshop process 

 

 

Lead Examiner Commentary 

Mark: 2 

In the learner’s written entries for milestones 2 and 3 there is limited evidence of their 
contribution to the developing and devising process and limited evidence of the 
application of their collaborative skills. 

 

 

Tips  

Whilst discussing their working processes, learners should convey their contribution 
to the development process, the application of their personal management, group-
work and collaborative skills and demonstrate their engagement with the process of 
developing their group performance workshop. 

If a collaborative process is at the heart of the creative choices being made the 
learners engagement and contribution will be evident in their discussion of the 
development and realisation of their creative ideas. 

A statement on how well a learner has worked as an individual or within a group 
rarely provides evidence and certainly not secure evidence that this has occurred. 
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Activity 1 (Milestone 4) 

Assessment Objective 5: Apply performance skills to communicate creative 
intentions during performance workshop  

 

 

 

 

 



  

BTEC Nationals P Arts 2016 SMLW Unit 3 Issue 2 April 2023 V1 

 

 

 

Lead Examiner Commentary 

Mark: 2 

The learner makes some fairly limited judgements in relation to the final piece and 
identifies a few strengths and weaknesses. 

Although still fairly limited the learner does provide some ideas for further 
development of the piece for example, sound effects for each of the character, using 
a backing track for the song, incorporating more audience interaction and in relation 
to his own performance to make his voice sound ‘more witchy’.  It is these ideas 
which move the mark off the bottom of band 1 to a mark of 2. 

 

 

Tips  

In milestone 4 learners need to demonstrate their ability to review and reflect upon 
the effectiveness of the development process and the final group workshop 
performance. 

Learners should analyse and evaluate the development process and the final 
workshop performance, evaluating the impact of their own and their group’s personal 
management and collaborative skills plus the impact of their own and the group’s 
creative and performance skills. 

In addition, learners must provide their creative ideas for further development of the 
performance material. 
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Activity 2 Group Performance Workshop 

Assessment Objective 4: Apply personal management and collaborative skills to a 
group performance workshop process 

 

Lead Examiner Commentary 

Mark: 3 

The learner’s performance is limited for level 3 work. 

The creation of his witch like character is limited and the learner’s physical work, in 
particular, is unclear and inconsistent.  The learner’s vocal and physical performance 
skills are restricted in range, underdeveloped and limited at this level.   

There was minimal evidence of ‘witchiness’ or of performance in a pantomimic style.   

There is fairly limited evidence of a response to the set stimulus.  The work lacks 
content, is unrefined and overall this is a superficial performance which makes a 
restricted contribution to the group ensemble performance. 

 

 

Tips  

In their group performance workshop learners should apply their performance skills 
in order to communicate their creative ideas, dramatic intentions and meaning, in 
response to the set stimulus, to an audience.  They must also apply their 
performance style, skills and techniques in order to demonstrate their technical 
command of these skills.  Whilst doing this, learners should interact and respond to 
other performers as they contribute to the whole ensemble performance. 
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