KS5 Descriptors - Drama
	What is required to achieve a grade D/pass?
	What is required to achieve a grade B/merit?
	What is the difference in the work of a grade D and B student?
	What in-class interventions could be used?

	Basic understanding of acting techniques (Stanislavski, vocal work, physicality, etc.).
Can explain performance ideas with limited detail.
Demonstrates some awareness of the performance brief or intentions.
Performance is rehearsed but inconsistent.
Characterisation is present but simple or surface-level.
Occasional lapses in focus, voice, projection, body control or energy.
Applies feedback when prompted but not independently.
Participates in rehearsals but may lack drive or self-direction.
Needs teacher reminders for deadlines, targets, and professionalism.


	Sound understanding of acting styles, practitioners, and terminology.
Able to justify choices with clear reasoning and examples.
Analysis shows good depth, making links between theory and practice.
Performance is confident, controlled, and mostly detailed.
Characterisation is committed, believable, and sustained.
Vocal and physical skills are used purposefully.
Good focus, timing, spatial awareness, and ensemble contribution.
Works independently and proactively.
Applies feedback consistently.
Contributes ideas and supports others effectively.

	Analysis of practice 
Pass: Describes what they did.
Merit: Explains why they made choices and how theory informed practice.
Application of skills 
Pass: Skills are used simply and sometimes inconsistently.
Merit: Skills are purposeful, controlled, and mostly sustained.
Characterisation 
Pass: Shows basic character traits but may lack depth or internal motivation.
Merit: Demonstrates thoughtful, believable character choices with developing emotional/psychological detail.




	Vocal projection exercises
Diction and articulation warm‑ups
Physicality and spatial awareness tasks
Checklists for what makes a Merit‑level response
Sentence starters for deeper analysis (“This choice communicates…”)
“How can your body/voice show internal motivation here?”
“Where is the character’s objective in this moment?”
Show exemplar videos of Merit‑level acting
Compare with student work to highlight gaps
Students set weekly performance goals
Teacher signs and reviews progress
WWW / EBI
Actor’s checklist: voice, physicality, intention, focus, use of space
Breaking scenes into beats/objectives
Annotating emotional transitions
Quick tasks linking theory to rehearsal- creative intention and impact 
“Show how Stanislavski would approach this line.”




