Grade 3-4 Descriptors – Performing Arts
	What is required to achieve a grade 3/L1D?
	What is required to achieve a grade 4/L2P?
	What is the difference in the work of a grade 3 and 4 student?
	What in-class interventions could move students over the grade 4 border?

	Music 
D1
Shows basic technical control with inconsistent accuracy.
Demonstrates some understanding of musical skills but struggles to apply them consistently.
Rehearses but not always independently or purposefully.
Creative ideas are present but under‑developed or unrefined.
Written reflections are descriptive, lacking analysis of strengths/weaknesses.






Dance 
D1 
 Technical Skills: Movement accuracy inconsistent; needs guidance.
 Interpretation: Limited expression and stylistic awareness.
 Rehearsal Discipline: Dependent participation.
 Creative Response: Simple or undeveloped ideas.
 Reflection: Very basic, descriptive.
 
.
 









Drama 

Uses basic physical and vocal skills; projection/clarity inconsistent.
Shows some understanding of character, but lacks depth.
Blocking and movement may be unclear or under‑committed.
Rehearsal contribution is variable; needs direction to stay productive.
Evaluation tends to describe rather than explain impact

















	
P2 
Plays/sings with secure but not advanced technique; errors do not significantly hinder performance.
Demonstrates a clear understanding of skills required for their discipline.
Shows purposeful rehearsal skills and can follow a development plan.
Creative ideas are structured and meet the brief.
Written reflections identify strengths and improvements with subject‑specific vocabulary.









P2
 Technical Skills: More accurate, controlled, and reliable.
 Interpretation: Clearer stylistic awareness; more expressive.
 Rehearsal Discipline: Independent, consistent improvement.
 Creative Response: Structured ideas meeting the brief.
 Reflection: Clear explanations with examples, not necessarily specific














Demonstrates secure and clear use of vocal/physical skills.
Creates a recognisable, sustained character.
Blocking is logical, purposeful, and mostly consistent.
Rehearses with focus, preparation, and role awareness.
Writes reflections using drama terminology, explaining decisions and effects.

	

Technical ability needs greater control with elements of expression and mood, rehearsal skills need more structure and planning, compositions need further expansion of basic ideas such as own rhythmic patterns. and reflections need more examples with links to key vocab. 


















Key Differences
 D1 shows inconsistency, dependence, minimal creativity and expression.
 P2 shows reliability, clearer style, independence, structure and reflective ability.




















Gap: Needs stronger clarity, projection, and physical commitment
Characterisation Gap: Needs depth (motivation, objectives, reactions)
Blocking Needs intention, levels, use of space
Rehearsal skills Needs independence and application of rehearsal strategies
Written analysis - Gap: Needs consistent analysis and subject‑specific vocabulary


	
Practical/rehearsal skills:
Chunked practice of difficult sections.
Mirroring technique demos (posture, fingering, breath support).
Weekly PLC (pitch accuracy, tone, articulation).
Projection/tone‑control exercises.
Timing tasks using backing tracks/metronome - adding dynamics 
Composition – rhythmic pattern motif cards, key signature cards option, starting points and model examples 
Reflection – sentence starter, key word and definition, colour coded model answers, model and improve – student identifying weaker areas of a log and how to improve it. 
When in PSA/exam phase interventions are limited 
During this time I expect to see students working hard on task with staff facilitating psa/exam completion. Evidence of interventions will be clear in the output of work during the assessment phase. All 3 subjects are currently in the exam/PSA phase, so direct guidance is limited.  


Interventions to Move D1 to P2
 1. Technique: Chunked learning, mirroring routines, and technique trackers. Peer tasks, mirroring next steps
 2. Performance Quality: Projection exercises, musicality tasks- timing click tracks with counting, ASDR.
 3. Rehearsal Skills: Roles, traffic-light system, weekly targets.
 4. Creativity: Motif cards, structured templates (during mock).
 5. Reflection: Sentence starters, keyword bank, model answers 
, colour coded model answers, model and improve – student identifying weaker areas of a log and how to improve it. 
When in exam or PSA phase intervention is limited 


Vocal warm‑up drills (projection, articulation, pace).
Physicality mirroring (walks, gestures, status work).
Skills tracker (voice, posture, focus, spatial awareness).
Assign structured roles: leader, note‑taker, time‑manager, motivator.
Weekly SMART targets + mid‑lesson check‑ins.
Use rehearsal logs ,Drama = rehearsal journal).
Physical/vocal motif cards.
Devising templates for structure: beginning → conflict → resolution.
When in exam or PSA phase intervention is limited








