Grade 3-4 Descriptors - Photography
	What is required to achieve a grade 3/L1D?
	What is required to achieve a grade 4/L2P?
	What is the difference in the work of a grade 3 and 4 student?
	What in-class interventions could move students over the grade 4 border?

	· Take some photos related to the theme, even if simple.
· Include basic notes or thumbnails to show planning.
· Try at least one simple editing effect (crop, brightness, filters).
· Make sure the final image responds to the theme, even in a basic way.
· Show any attempt at experimentation—even small changes in angle, light, or perspective help.

	· Take photos with thoughtful composition and some experimentation.
· Include basic research on photographers or styles for inspiration.
· Annotate your sketchbook to show ideas, planning, and reflections.
· Apply simple editing techniques to enhance the images.
· Make sure your final piece communicates your concept clearly.

	· Idea development – Level 4 shows thought, research, and some planning; Level 3 is basic and underdeveloped.
· Experimentation – Level 4 includes deliberate exploration of techniques; Level 3 is minimal or repetitive.
· Observation / recording – Level 4 sketchbooks are more detailed with reflections; Level 3 is basic.
· Final piece quality – Level 4 communicates the theme clearly and has some technical accuracy; Level 3 is simpler and less refined.













	Seating Plan
· Position students strategically for maximum engagement, peer support, and teacher access.
Live Modelling – Verbal and Written
· Demonstrates processes and expectations in real time.
Worked Examples – Highlight Success Criteria & Errors
· Students see what Level 3 vs Level 4 work looks like and common mistakes.
Mini-Whiteboard Planning Before Writing
· Helps students organise ideas before committing to final sketches or annotations.
Live Marking / Live Feedback in the Moment
· Immediate guidance helps students correct mistakes before bad habits form.




