KS5 Descriptors - Maths
	What is required to achieve a grade D/pass?
	What is required to achieve a grade B/merit?
	What is the difference in the work of a grade D and B student?
	What in-class interventions could be used?

	To achieve grade D, students’ evidence will show that they have securely met all the statements within the grade E descriptor, with stronger performance in most or all aspects of the grade E statements. However, their evidence does not meet the minimum requirements of most of the grade C statements
To achieve grade E, candidates will be able to: 
· Recall or recognise some of the mathematical facts, concepts, techniques and standard models required and sometimes select appropriate ones to use in some contexts. 
· Sometimes manipulate mathematical expressions with few errors and occasionally use graphs, sketches and diagrams appropriately. 
· Sometimes use mathematical language and notation correctly. 
· Occasionally create extended arguments, even if not always constructed logically. 
· Recall or recognise some of the standard models and sometimes select appropriate ones to apply to some familiar situations in the real world. 
· Sometimes attempt to refer the results of problem solving back to the given context and, as required, sometimes attempt to make interpretations, comments, evaluations, predictions or give limitations. 
Occasionally attempt to make some comment on modelling assumptions, outcomes and limitations, occasionally attempt to evaluate and suggest possible refinements to the model, all with variable relevance
	Characteristics that differentiate a grade B from a grade A: 
· Recall or recognise most of the mathematical facts, concepts, techniques and standard models required and select appropriate ones to apply to a variety of contexts but may struggle with more complex scenarios. 
· Manipulate mathematical expressions with good accuracy and use graphs, sketches and diagrams appropriately, but may make some minor errors in their processing. 
· Use mathematical language and notation confidently. 
· proceed logically through extended arguments and proofs, though may make errors in their processing or need to redo sections of their work. Make correct deductions and inferences, in unfamiliar but straightforward cases draw correct conclusions and recognise incorrect reasoning. 
· Sometimes devise and implement a solution strategy in previously unseen unstructured challenging problems but may struggle with more complex scenarios. 
· Sometimes notice and correct any significant errors are made in calculations or logic. 
· Recall or recognise most standard models and sometimes select appropriate ones to apply to a variety of situations in the real world. 
· Refer the results of problem solving back to the given context and as required, make sensible interpretations, comments, evaluations or predictions and note limitations, those these might lack detail. 
Make reasoned, sometimes correct comments on modelling assumptions, outcomes and limitations, evaluate and suggest possible refinements to the model those these might lack detail
	The key difference between a grade D student and a grade B students is:
· Application of key skills
· Recall of more advanced techniques
· Ability to interpret more complex mathematical situations
· Consistency across topics to ensure higher marks across all content



	· Use of Exam material to become familiar with questions and techniques
· Creating a variety of revision reflection resources with students explaining their understanding to deepen thinking
· Targeted focus on specific misconceptions
· One to one support form teacher and academic coaches.
· Use of modelled exam responses



