KS5 Descriptors - History
	What is required to achieve a grade D/pass?
	What is required to achieve a grade B/merit?
	What is the difference in the work of a grade D and B student?
	What in-class interventions could be used?

	· Demonstrates basic factual knowledge, though sometimes limited or uneven.
· Offers simple explanations with some relevance to the question.
· Shows partial understanding of historical concepts, cause and consequence, change and continuity, or significance.
· Writes responses that may be descriptive rather than analytical.
· Uses some evidence, though it may be general or not fully linked to the argument.
· Shows limited evaluation of sources or interpretations.
	· Demonstrates secure and accurate knowledge across the topics studied.
· Provides clear explanations and well‑structured arguments.
· Makes consistent use of precise evidence to support points.
· Shows a strong understanding of historical concepts and how they apply to the question.
· Produces balanced analysis, addressing different factors or interpretations.
· Shows secure source evaluation, commenting on usefulness, reliability and can consider each source within its historical context.
· Shows a stronger grasp of the nuance in historical interpretations and can easily identify omissions and judge validity.
	· Grade B students analyse; Grade D students describe — B‑grade work shows clear, reasoned argument, while D‑grade work tends to retell events with limited explanation.
· Grade B students use precise evidence; Grade D students use general or incomplete evidence — stronger students consistently select and apply accurate examples to support their points.
· Grade B students evaluate sources and interpretations; Grade D students give simple comments — B‑grade answers show contextual evaluation, whereas D‑grade responses often lack depth or balance.
	Tiered Questioning
Grade D students supported with: 
· More guided, factual questions
· Breaking down complex tasks
Grade B students stretched with: 
· Why? / How far? / To what extent? analysis questioning
· Source evaluation extension prompts
Guided practice: Whole-class writing of introductions or source evaluations.
Paragraph scaffolding:  Specific structures for introductions and conclusions.





