KS5 Descriptors - Psychology
	What is required to achieve a grade D/pass?
	What is required to achieve a grade B/merit?
	What is the difference in the work of a grade D and B student?
	What in-class interventions could be used?

	A Grade D student is typically aiming to achieve around 6–9 marks out of 16 during the 16 Mark Questions. 
AO1 (Knowledge)
To pass, students must:
· Show basic but mostly accurate knowledge
· Include some relevant key terms
· Describe the theory/study in a simple but recognisable way
· Cover the main idea (even if lacking depth)
Example:
· Can outline a study (e.g. Milgram, attachment types, memory model)
· May miss details, processes, or supporting research
AO3 (Evaluation)
To achieve a pass, students should:
· Include at least 2 evaluation points
· Use basic evaluation (often generic)
· Show some attempt at discussion or critique
Typical pass-level evaluation:
· Ethical issues
· Small sample size
· Lacks ecological validity
· Cultural bias (often named but not explained)
	A Grade B student is typically achieving 10–13 marks out of 16 in the 16 Mark Questions.
AO1 (Knowledge)
They must demonstrate:
· Accurate and reasonably detailed knowledge
· Clear explanation of processes, mechanisms, or findings
· Use of psychological terminology correctly
· Relevant studies explained rather than just named
Example:
· Explains how the Working Memory Model components function
· Not just listing them
AO3 (Evaluation)
A Grade B essay includes:
· Well-developed evaluation
· Clear explanation of why a strength/limitation matters
· Use of research evidence to support evaluation
· Logical discussion rather than a list of points
Strong AO3 features:
· Methodological critique (reliability, validity)
· Theoretical comparison
· Real-world application
· Counterarguments
· Links back to the question
	Knowledge (AO1)
· Grade D: Basic, partially accurate knowledge; may be vague or incomplete
· Grade B: Accurate, detailed knowledge with clear explanations of processes, theories, and studies

Use of Psychological Terminology
· Grade D: Limited use of key terms or occasional incorrect use
· Grade B: Frequent, accurate use of subject-specific terminology

Evaluation (AO3)
· Grade D: Generic, brief evaluation points (e.g. “low ecological validity” with little explanation)
· Grade B: Well-developed evaluation with clear explanation of why strengths/limitations matter

Depth of Analysis
· Grade D: Surface-level comments and descriptive discussion
· Grade B: Analytical, critical discussion with clear reasoning and implications

Structure and Organisation
· Grade D: Descriptive, uneven structure; may lack clear paragraphs or balance between AO1 and AO3
· Grade B: Clearly structured, logical paragraphs with balanced AO1 and AO3 (often using PEEL)
	PEEL Paragraph Drills (Essential for 16 markers)
Teach students to structure evaluation as:
Point → Evidence → Explain → Link back to question
Grade D students often:
· List points without explanation
Grade B students:
· Explain implications (the “E” in PEEL)

Command Word Workshops (AQA Specific)
Many D students misunderstand:
· “Discuss”
· “Evaluate”
· “Outline and Evaluate”
Explicit teaching improves marks quickly.

Live Examiner Marking in Class
Mark essays using the AQA levels grid:
· Show why an answer is Level 2 vs Level 4
· Students see exactly how marks are awarded
This significantly improves metacognitive exam skill.



