KS5 Descriptors – BTEC Sport National
	What is required to achieve a grade D/pass?
	What is required to achieve a grade B/merit?
	What is the difference in the work of a grade D and B student?
	What in-class interventions could be used?

	Knowledge and Understanding
· Secure basic knowledge recall of theoretical content across units with accuracy
· Understanding is largely descriptive with limited depth and breadth but accurate
· Writing content is often specification-focused with limited extension beyond taught content and application
Command Words and AO response
· Successfully able to: identify, describe, outline and explain (to a basic level – descriptive)
· Primarily access: AO1 (secure knowledge) and AO2 (basic application)
Application of knowledge
· Able to apply to straightforward and familiar contexts
· Use of sporting examples is often generic and not fully developed
· Application of knowledge to specific case studies/scenarios is often weak with few application points to the specifics of the scenario
· Technical terminology (particularly unit 1) is often limited with its accuracy
Exam Performance
· Addresses part of questions rather than the full demand
· Shows good knowledge but is unable to accurately apply to case study scenario with depth and detail
· Miss higher marks due to limited analysis or evaluation
· Judgements are often assertive as opposed to reasoned (eg. Recommendations for Unit 22 are clear, however not reasoned to the specific case)
· Exam pieces are often incomplete
Coursework/Internal Assessment
· Meet all pass criteria across tasks
· Work is descriptive as opposed to analytical
· Reliant on specification learning points with limited application to sporting examples
	Knowledge and Understanding
· Secure and detailed knowledge of specification points across units with accuracy
· Understanding extends beyond recall and description, often identifying cause-and-effect relationships (eg. Unit 2 – the lifestyle factor is a positive… It is recommended that… This is a positive because… This impacts (scenarios) health… - able to reflect impact on inverse points as well specifically to scenario)
· Clear links evident between theoretical concept, cross-topical links and specific scenarios
· Wider reading and applied understanding evident
Command Words and AO response
· Confidence to: explain, analyse, assess and discuss
· Strong access to: AO1 (knowledge), AO2 (application/understanding), AO3 (analysis) to specific context
· Evidence of AO4 (evaluation and judgement) but often limited and inconsistent (particularly within exam units)
Application of knowledge
· Applies knowledge directly and accurately to sporting scenarios, case studies and performer-based examples
· Uses appropriate technical terminology fluently
· Examples are relevant, contextualised and clearly linked back to the demand of the question
Exam Performance
· Address the full extent of the question (with some inconsistencies)
· Break-down multi-part demands effectively (eg. All aspects relevant to case-study exam questions across units)
· Able to analyse and provide contextual application with accuracy (mostly)
· Judgements are explained and supported with some evaluation and justification
· Writing shows flowing structure, covering all points (eg. Unit 22 – A strength of the business is… This is a strength because… The impact of this on the business is… In comparison to (rival) business…)
Coursework/Internal Assessment
· All Pass and Merit criteria achieved securely
· Clear evidence of knowledge and justified with relevant examples
· Work shows excellent structure and organisation with clear and flowing points
	· Knowledge recall is basic in comparison to secure, detailed and connected
· Understanding/application is descriptive in comparison to analytical and explanatory
· Application is often generic compared to contextualised sporting examples/relevancy to case studies
· Terminology is inconsistent compared to accurate and confident mostly
· Exam response displays partial coverage and incomplete elements compared to full coverage with analysis
· Judgements are often limited or assertive compared to explained and justified in relation to the context of the scenario (question or case-study specific)
· Work is often reliant and limited to specification/descriptive points with limited further research, compared to externally researched and explanatory in relation to research (with analysis evident and comparisons to further research)



	Teaching and Modelling
· Explicit high-order responses modelled (live and pre-prepared)
· Showcase how analysis gains marks
· Where description stops and explanation begins
· Annotated exemplars
· Command word fulfilment
· AO coverage (where necessary)
· I do – We do – You do structures for extended application questions
Exam Technique
· Teaching to deconstruct command words
· Identify where analysis marks are located to ensure responses display analysis
· Structured response frameworks – Point, Example, Explain, Link back to scenario
· Walking/Talking mocks
Scaffolding and Support
· Sentence stems to support with writing responses: eg. I have recommended point 1 because… This will benefit the business because… so (impact on business and its customers)… In comparison to (rival business) who… This provides them with an advantage…
· Structure strips for extended answer questions where relevant, particularly case-study units
· Pre-planned and live responses outlining direct links of knowledge to scenario
Retrieval and application
· Knowledge checking using MWBs with relevant CFU of application points
· High-frequency topics/application points checked across units
· Targeted retrieval immediately followed by application tasks
Independent Learning
· Directed specific research and practice for upcoming topics
· Directed practice relating to pre-learned topics, often with contextual application necessary
· Planned coursework resubmission/development to refine Merit worthy evidence



