Subject: Criminology 
Dates and timings of subject exams: 14th May (Unit 2) 4th June (Unit 4) 
High-frequency topics: Unit 4 – 
Law‑Making Processes
- How laws are made in Parliament
- The roles of the House of Commons, House of Lords and Monarch
- Judicial law‑making (precedent and interpretation)
- Important for describe and explain questions in Section A.
2. Organisation of the Criminal Justice System 
- Main CJS agencies: Police, Courts, CPS, Probation, Prisons
- How these agencies operate and relate to each other
- Formal punishment and law‑creation within the system
- Structures and roles of key components (hierarchy)
- Good for short‑answer and explain responses. 
3. Models of Criminal Justice
- Due Process Model — focus on rights and fairness
- Crime Control Model — focus on efficiency and suppression of crime

4. Forms of Social Control
- Internal forms (values, beliefs, norms)
- External forms (laws, policing, punishment, surveillance)
- Control theory and how society ensures conformity

5. Aims of Punishment
- Retribution
- Deterrence (individual and general)
- Rehabilitation
- Public protection and reparation

6. Forms of Punishment & How They Meet Aims:
- Types of punishments (custodial, community sentences, fines, etc.)
- How each meets or fails to meet punishment aims
- Links to theory and real world examples

7. Role, Contribution & Limitations of Agencies in Social Control
- Explain the role of agencies (e.g., police, courts, prisons, probation)
- Describe contributions — what they do to control crime
- Examine limitations — issues like under‑resourcing, overcrowding, bias
- Evaluate effectiveness — how well they achieve social control aims



Specific strategies for students to secure a grade C+: 
Ensure you use case studies and evidence to support your answers 
Include legislation 
Use key terminology 
Know the role of every agency of social control 
Link responses to theories from Unit 1


	W/c
	Topic and sub-topic 
	Past papers/resources to support revision

	
23rd Feb

	Unit 4 
Aims of Punishment
- Retribution
- Deterrence (individual and general)
- Rehabilitation
- Public protection and reparation
Unit 2 
Biological theories and policies 
	Unit 4 past papers 
Knowledge organisers
Unit 2 past papers 


	
2nd March

	Unit 4 
Forms of Punishment & How They Meet Aims:
- Types of punishments (custodial, community sentences, fines, etc.)
- How each meets or fails to meet punishment aims
- Links to theory and real world examples
Unit 2 
Individualistic theories and policies
	Unit 4 past papers 
Knowledge organisers
Unit 2 past papers 


	
9th March

	Unit 4 
Forms of Social Control
- Internal forms (values, beliefs, norms)
- External forms (laws, policing, punishment, surveillance)
- Control theory and how society ensures conformity
Unit 2 
Sociological theories and policies
	Unit 4 past papers 
Knowledge organisers
Unit 2 past papers 




